
Upcycling Plastic Bottles to create 

Botanic Artworks flowers and 

butterflies 

  

 

Transform one or more plastic bottles into brightly coloured flowers and butterflies (or any 

other insect you can think of). 

We invite you to create some creative flowers and butterflies to have on display in the 

Botanic Gardens on our Open Day on Saturday June 5. Create one or more and drop them 

off (with names attached) to Gardens Administration weekdays, 9am to 5pm and we will 

display them. You will be able to collect your artworks after the Open Day. These flowers 

and butterflies make great decorations for your garden. Let your imagination go and see 

what can be created. 

For more information, please contact Kim at the Gardens on 4952 7300 or email 

Kimberley.blythe@mackay.qld.gov.au 

mailto:Kimberley.blythe@mackay.qld.gov.au


What you will need: 

• Empty, rinsed plastic bottles with cap 

• Scissors 

• Acrylic paint in different colours 

• Glue (optional) 

• Decorations (optional) – sequins, cellophane, pom poms, etc 

 

Steps to follow: 

 

 

 
First, paint the caps yellow. 

 

Next, use the scissors to cut the top part of the bottle, just above the label. 



 

Cut slits up the bottle, up to the neck of the bottle right around the bottle to create 

the petals. 

 

 

Bend the slit sections up all the way around. 

 

 



 

Paint with your choice of colours and allow to dry. 

 

Screw the bottle lid back on, which creates the centre of your flower. 



 

 

Use a skewer or similar, paint it green and allow to dry. 

Turn the flower over. Apply hot glue to the top and bottom of the flower and stick on 

the green skewer which is the flower stem. Flower is complete! 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creating plastic bottle butterflies. 

 

What you will need: 

• Empty, rinsed 2L Milk Bottle 

• Scissors 

• Acrylic paint 

• Pipe cleaners 

• Hole punch; and 

• Permanent marker. 

• Cellophane 

• PVA glue 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steps to follow: 

 

Cut the top and bottom of the bottle off with scissors, you will need to use middle 

section of the bottle where the label is. 

You will be able to create 2 butterflies with one milk bottle. 

  

Using a permanent marker, draw a basic outline of a butterfly and cut out the 

butterflies. 

 



Paint the butterflies with acrylic paint, or using lots of different coloured cellophane 

you can create a nice mosaic pattern by applying glue to the plastic butterfly and 

sticking cellophane shapes on. Allow to dry. 

 

Using a hole punch, put a hole punch at the top middle of the butterfly head and twist 

a pipe cleaner through to make the butterfly antennae. 

 

You have now created a beautiful plastic butterfly to add to a pot or your garden.  

 

 

 

 


