
Newsletter 

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                     2014 No 10 
 

 

The heat is on! It is nearly Christmas and many of the plants at the Botanic 

Gardens are joining in the festive spirit. They are decorating themselves with 

berries, blooms and new growth. What a delight to see. 

 

Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’… 

Just like Christmas decorations in the shops, the 
Christmas Orchid is flowering now! 

...And it is Sun Smart! 

If you look very closely at the individual 
flowers of the Christmas Orchid you can 
see a small child with legs and arms, a 
cute little face... all under a very big sun 
hat.  

 
The Christmas Orchid Calanthe australasica is an evergreen terrestrial orchid. 
It has soft, obovate leaves which grow to 90cm with showy white flowers borne on erect spikes to 
150cm in summer. They are commonly seen locally at Eungella, especially on the Wishing Pool 
Circuit, near Crediton Hall.  Come and see it growing at the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens. 

 

I am the flower of the Leichhardt Tree Nauclea orientalis. 
 
My distinctive yellow flowers resemble spiky round baubles. 
 
Flowering now, I will soon change to an edible fruit, which will 
look similar to a dirty golf ball. The fruit, can be eaten raw, has 
a slightly bitter taste and not too dissimilar to mushy banana. 
The flesh and the small black seeds are eaten, the skin being 
discarded. 
 
 

 
I am the fruit of Creek Cherry, Brush Cherry 
Syzygium australe   
 
My distinctive pink fruit look like grumpy little faces. 
(Maybe they’re not getting any presents?) 
 
Syzygium australe is a common plant of coastal and 
highland rainforests from southern New South Wales to 
central Queensland. In nature it can reach over 25 metres 
in height but is usually smaller in cultivation. 

The pleasantly sour fruit can be eaten fresh with a crisp refreshing texture or cooked to make jams 
and jellies. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jam


 

Escape the heat and come and view the latest exhibition in the Lagoons Gallery 
 

‘Power of Nature’…  
Creative Shots Photo Club’s Annual Exhibition  
 
Creative Shots Photo Club members have been out and about 
taking many different images this year to portray the theme of 
their exhibition… ‘Power of Nature’.  

It might be a butterfly emerging from a chrysalis, the surge of 
incoming waves on rocky shores, a lightning storm, or a newly 
sprouted seed. It may depict the destructive results of weather 
or the wonderment of nature’s design. 

This combination of images makes for an exciting exhibition that 
will on display from 3rd December 2014 to 18th January 2015 at 
the Lagoons Gallery, Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.    

Visitors to the exhibition are also encouraged to vote for the 
image they feel best demonstrates the exhibitions theme ‘Power 
of Nature’.  Always welcoming new members, you can find out 

more about the Creative Shots Photo Club at www.creativeshots.com.au.   

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery is open Wednesday to Friday 10 am - 3pm and 
Weekends from 9am - 4pm.   Cost: Free.  Image: ‘Sky Splitter’ by Maya Harrison. 
Please note#    Lagoons Gallery and Café is closed from December 22 – January 7th. 
 

Hope you didn’t miss ‘The Mates Exhibition No 3… Inspired by Nature’ 
  
 
Roy Huff and Merv Nairn, ‘The Mates’, are still painting and 
their third exhibition at the Lagoons Gallery showcased acrylic 
paintings inspired by nature. There was a wide range of 
creatures, landscapes, plants and flowers to enjoy.  
 
Paintings also featured in the showcases and were 
complemented with nests, seashore findings and butterflies. 
 
Featured image is ‘Sunset’ by Roy Huff 
 

 

Roy’s enjoyment of painting was on show at the Lagoons Gallery 
when he almost became an artist in residence, bringing along his 
easel, paints and enthusiasm.  

 
 
He made himself available to chat 
with the public and encouraged 
them to go in and look at ‘The 
Mates No 3 Exhibition.  
 
Many people stayed to enjoy 
some refreshment which was 
good for the Café’s takings too. 

http://www.creativeshots.com.au/


What have the Friends been up to? 

They celebrated the end of the year and recalled the wealth of work they contributed to the Botanic 
Gardens during 2014 at the Friends Christmas Party. Held at the Lagoons Café…  
 
The evening started with Friends gazing at the Lagoons view, noting the sun setting over the 300 
trees growing atop of the ridge in Meadowlands. They are easily visible and the success rate has 
been high. It must have been the great planting technique used by both the Friends in their Planting 
Bee and also children during school holiday activities.  
 

 It was a smaller number attending this year’s Christmas party with only 30 people present. We 
settled in to enjoy the buffet prepared by the Lagoons Café staff amongst the colourful paintings of 
Roy Huff and Merv Nairn (The Mates Exhibition No 3.) 

Dale thanked the friends for all their support during the year and Cr.Theresa Morgan spoke on the 
behalf of Mayor Comerford, also thanking the Friends for their continuing contributions to the 
beautiful Botanic Gardens. They are a credit to Friends and of course the small group of dedicated 
Gardens crew who keep the plants growing. 

 
Each year a special award is presented…  

                                …The Shiny Shovel Award! 
This year’s recipient was Steve Lindores. He attended many 
planting bees, the timber trees arboretum planting, propagation 
workshops and he was also a member of the Heritage Garden 
crew. He has even been seen to place out plant labels in the rain!   
Well done Steve, you really deserved the award. Kevin Jackson, 
last year’s recipient, handed over the boxed award. Steve, not a 
man of many words, said “Thank you.” 
The evening’s enjoyment was aided by the Botanica Trivia with 3 
teams winning first place! After a few tiebreakers a winning team 
emerged. Lots more success for everyone with the 20 cryptic 
Christmas Carols solved. It was a great night.  
Thank you… Friends. 



More of Nature decorations… 
 

We are little baubles hanging on a tree. 
 
I am the fruit of the Cluster Fig   Ficus 
racemosa 
 
My distinctive clusters of fruits resemble 
coloured baubles. 
I am unusual in that my figs (fruit) grow on 
special shoots from the trunk and not on the 
smaller branches. The figs change from 
green to red as they mature and ripen.  
Cluster Figs are almost never sold 
commercially because of the many fig wasps 
that one finds when opening a cluster fig.  
 
 

This tree is an important food source for a variety of birds and animals so it is certainly “Christmas” 
for them when there is lots of ripe fruit. 
 
 

I’m a little bell hanging on a tree. 
I am the flower of the Flame Tree   
Brachychiton acerifolius  
 
My distinctive red flowers resemble tiny bells. 
 
I am commonly known as the Flame Tree, famous for 
the bright red bell-shaped flowers that often cover the 
whole tree when it is leafless and make the tree look like 
it is on fire. My spectacular flowering occurs in late 
spring and new foliage is ready for the summer rains. 
 
I’m a large tree of the family Malvaceae, native to 
subtropical regions on the east coast of Australia.  
 
 

I’m a little bell too… hanging on a tree.   

I am the fruit of the Water Apple; Watery Rose-
apple Syzygium aqueum 

 
My distinctive red fruits resemble tiny bells. 
 
My fruit is very glossy red and the flesh is very 
juicy or watery hence my common name...  
Water Apple. 
 
I grow on a shrub and I grow best in areas with a 
long dry season, though I am not drought resistant.  
Shrubs like this one can easily be cultivated in 
home gardens so why not add some Christmas 
cheer to your place? 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fig_wasp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malvaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subtropical
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia


In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 

An Advisory Board, identified in the MRBG Master Plan 2010, has been established to provide 
strategic planning advice and Council/community involvement in the ongoing design and 
development of the MRBG as a facility for residents and visitors to enjoy, be educated and engaged 
by and be involved with the many activities offered by the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens. 

The primary role of the Advisory Board is to provide a forum for Mackay Regional Council and the 
local community to input into the planning, design, development and ongoing management of the 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens over the next twenty years. 

The principal responsibilities and tasks include:  

 Community consultation to identify aspirations 

that may integrate with the MRBG Master 

Plan  

 Tourism opportunities and future proofing 

trends  

 Recreational access balanced with core 

botanic and horticultural roles  

 Financial planning & sourcing sponsorship 

opportunities  

 Living Collection Management Plan  

 Herbarium Collection Management Plan  

 Scope for the Gardens Friends program  

 Relevant Reference Group interaction  

 Botanic, scientific, educational and 

recreational context  

 Identification of research opportunities                               

 10 and 20 Year Capital plan. 

 

Bill McWhinney represents the Garden Friends - so please watch this Newsletter 
and special emails from the Friends Committee for your chance to have a say in the 
future of your botanic gardens. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Mt. Blackwood Holly Graptophyllum ilicifolium 



Small Explorers: Christmas Decorations in the Gardens… 
 

Visitors Services Officer, Maya Harrison, took 20 small 
children and accompanying adults to special areas of the 
Tropical Shade Garden in the Botanic Gardens to explore 
Nature's Christmas decorations'… 

 
There were Christmas orchids, 
Dianella berries, Actephila flowers, 
bunches of Cordyline berries 
Neisosperma fruits and flowers as well 
as lots of Zodiac Moths decorating 
ferns and the underside of other leafy 
plants. There were also special 
tinkling bells and decorations to collect. 
 
Going back to the cool of the Meeting Room was a delight after the steamy 
conditions outside.  
 
 
 

Here everyone (young and old) got very creative 
using dried leaves, twigs, lots of metallic and pearl 
paint, glitter and glue and that marvellous rainbow 
wire to make a festive hanging… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was a lot of fun to 
join in this festive 
walk and creative 
activity just ready for 
Christmas, just ask 
these mums!   
 
Their children did 
have a turn to create 
too… 

 

 



Looking for something special for Christmas gifts? 
 
More local artistry is now available at the Botanic Gardens with a new supply of 
wooden cravings made by local artisan Ron Draper.  

 
 

Friends of the Gardens 
choose creatures and 
other objects which 
reflect those that may be 
found or seen in the 
Botanic Gardens, so 
there is a lovely collection 
of birds, turtles, platypus, 
frogs, possums and leaf 
shaped bowls. 
 

 
 

 
The Garden’s Shop might just have something for everyone. 
 
Jeremy Boot 
Birds of Australia 
Calendar $20 
 
Butterflies and Other 
Invertebrates 2015 
Calendar $15 
 
 
 
 

Have you seen the new products from  
   

 

 

 

 

 
Choose from Aroma Bloq, Boxed cards,  
Place mats and matching coasters. 
 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And there is more… Just come in and see our books. There 
are many more than on show here… 

 

Field Guide of Australian Rainforest Fruits $55 
 
 
 
And don’t 
forget those 
caterpillars… 
$15.00! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For the kids… some happy solar- 
powered groovers for just $5.00!  
 
All sales go to the… 
Friends of the Garden’s fundraising 
for the Botanic Gardens. 
 

 
Speaking of children… 
What’s on for the holidays? 
 
‘All Wired for Christmas’. 
Christmas Decorations made from Nature and 
Rainbow wire! 
 
Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.  
 
2 sessions (10am -12noon and 2pm - 4.00pm) per day on the 
following dates; December: Tuesday 16th Wednesday 17th, 
Thursday 18th 

A Creative Treat… Children will create all sorts of festive 
decorations using gum-nuts, pinecones, driftwood, leaves, 
seedpods, rainbow wire and sparkly bits and pieces. The two hour 
session will also include a Christmas Decorations Hunt in the 
Botanic Gardens.  

Cost $5.00 each 



In January there are more activities… 
Get the kids out of the house and discover a fun holiday activity which includes creativity, a discovery 
walk and interesting sessions at the Botanic Gardens.  

Microscopic Marvels…  Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.  

 
1 or 2 sessions (10am -12noon or 2.00pm – 4.00pm) per day on the 
following dates; January:  Wednesday 7th, Thursday 8th, Friday 9th:  
 

During the 2 hour session, children will go on a walk through the 
Botanic Gardens using magnifying glasses, anna-lupes and hand-
lenses to get up close views of nature. Returning to the Meeting Room, 
children will use the Botanic Gardens’ microscopes to inspire a larger 
than life image / artwork to take home. 
 Each group is limited to 10 school aged children (5 – 15).  

Cost $5.00 each 

 

Web@BotanicGardens...  Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.  

 
1 or 2 sessions (10am -12noon or 2.00pm – 4.00pm) per day on the 
following dates; January:  Wednesday 14th, Thursday 15th, Friday 16th 

Is it a Spider’s web, the World Wide Web or Spinners and Weavers? 

Plants and creatures which spin, twist, weave and twirl have secret 
places in the Gardens. During the 2 hour session, children will 
discover these hidden spots and also indulge in some creative web 
activities.  

Each group is limited to 10 school aged children (5 – 15).  

Cost $5.00 each 

 

Bugs, Beetles and Bees…  Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.  

 

1 or 2 sessions (10am -12noon or 2.00pm – 4.00pm) per day on the 
following dates; January:  Wednesday 21st, Thursday 22nd, Friday 
23rd   
 

Who is that buzzing at the Botanic Gardens? Children will be 
introduced to the bugs, beetles and bees on plants and flowers 
during a walk through the Botanic Gardens and later explore some 
interesting facts about them. What are the reasons for these 
creatures in everyone’s gardens? Making a creative bug to fly home 
will be part of the 2 hour session. 
 
Each group is limited to 10 school aged children (5 – 15). Hats, water 

bottles and comfortable shoes are recommended. Cost $5.00 each 

 

For more information about any of the items in this newsletter…  

Contact us… 

Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  

or visit the Botanic Gardens website www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au 

 

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au
http://www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au/


 

The Meeting Room at the Botanic Gardens has proved to be very popular this month… 
A variety of people have used this space, including… 

 
Australian Orchid Conference Organising 
Committee  
Mercy College,  
MRBG Botanic Art Interest group,  
Darren Jones ACURO Enhancing Business, 
Autism Queensland Workshops,  
Small Explorers,  
Horticultural Training Pty Ltd,  
Koinmerburra Aboriginal Corporation,  
Family Daycare Assoc. QLD,  
Pioneer Catchment and Landcare group, 
Chainsaw Training,  
ECI - Business Services Toolbox,  
One Key Resources - Matt Martin  
Bonsai Society Group. 
 

Next year the Meeting Room will be the “Friends Meeting Place”… 
 

On the 1st and 3rd  Wednesday of the month, beginning February 4th 2015… 
 

Friends of the Gardens can…meet and socialize, help out the Botanic Garden’s staff with label 
making, take photographs to assist with a “flowering diary” – noting what is flowering in the Botanic 
Gardens every month so we can gather a whole years’ worth of images and notes…and create a 
fantastic and accurate DATA BASE! The Botanic gardens has a camera that is easy to use. 
 
Friends may like to share cuttings, bulbs, seeds, fruits, recipes  
(just like the impromptu bulb sharing by Heather Melville at our 
second afternoon tea after the “Tree Walk”).  
 
The computer (Yes, a computer just for the Friends) is available for 
Friends to research plants for signage, for additional information for 
self-guided walks for the public or just to increase your own 
knowledge. For those who prefer books to computers, the Friends 
also have a library which would be available to look through. In the Herbarium is the Botanic 
Garden’s Library which is also available for reading a wealth of plant related literature. 
 
The Friends who attend the Heritage Gardens Working Bees (on 1st and 3rd  Wednesdays too) might 
like to refresh with a cuppa after their morning toil, cool down in the air-conditioning (muddy boots are 
welcome) and catch up with others. Friends may also like to be part of the plants stocktake and assist 
putting out labels in the Gardens… a great way to learn which plant is which.  
 
Go on mini walks with Dale or Maya and learn more about the Gardens…so maybe guided walks led 
by Friends can occur more frequently than once a week.    
 
Let us know what you think or share some other ideas. This is a new venture for the friends and we 
are open to any suggestions. Call Maya on 49527300 or 0409750453 or email 
botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au .  

 
But for now…   
 
The Friends of the Gardens and the Staff of the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Fantastic New Year in 2015. 

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au

