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The ‘Gardens’ are certainly responding to the recent rains. Everything is 

looking fresh and green. Enjoy the latest from “the Botanic Gardens’. 

 

Have you seen it yet? 
Offshoots:  A Florilegium from the Cairns Botanic Gardens 
An Exhibition by Julie McEnerny 

‘OFFSHOOTS’ is being exhibited across two Mackay galleries… ARTSPACE and Lagoons Gallery 
at the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens  

 

Lagoons Gallery  
Opening Wednesday October 28th – Sunday December 6th 2015 
Viewing times: Wednesday to Friday 10 am - 3pm and Weekends from 
9am - 4pm 
 
Artspace  
Opening Night Friday October 23rd – Sunday December 6th 2015 
Viewing times: Tuesday – Friday 10am - 5pm and Weekends 10am - 
3pm 

 
The Offshoots touring exhibition is a selection of works, taken from a 

series of five solo exhibitions presented at the Tanks Arts Centre in Cairns between 2009 and 2013. 
Apart from being a series of drawings, paintings and etchings, Offshoots is the story of a five year 
relationship between an artist, her local botanic gardens and her local arts centre.  

Julie’s work is informed by the principles of botanical illustration and incorporates a range of media 
including drawing, painting, etching, lithography and mixed media. She sees drawing, (in the case of 
this exhibition, botanical drawing) as a means to forming an intimate connection with the subject and 
bringing about the inspiration for creative mark making. 

Julie McEnerny trained at Julian Ashton Art School in Sydney during the 1980s, later relocating to 
Cairns where she co-owned a popular design studio, the Chalk Art Shop, until 2008. Julie now works 
as a freelance artist and illustrator from her Cairns studio, exhibiting regularly and tutoring in 
Botanical Drawing with Queensland’s Flying Arts Touring Program. 

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery is open Wednesday to Friday 10 am - 3pm and 
Weekends from 9am - 4pm. Cost: Free: 
 
Artist Julie McEnerny also conducted two workshops and a ‘Meet the Artist’ session during the 14th 
/15th November weekend. 

   Sketching workshop          Meet the Artist – Julie McEnerny        Mixed Media workshop 



Calling all artists who would like to exhibit their works during 2016:  
Lagoons Gallery Exhibition dates are available now! 
 
The Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens is committed to 
providing opportunities to local artists through the Lagoons 
Gallery and also where possible, utilizing outdoor spaces of 
the Botanic Gardens site. Based on availability most 
exhibitions, installations and displays will feature for a minimum 
of 4 weeks. 

To take part in the selection, please submit your completed 
proposal, with an attached CV/outline and photo documentation 
of your work to the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens - 
Attention to: Visitor Services Officer, Maya Harrison, P.O. Box 
41 Mackay 4740 or simply call in to Botanic Gardens 
Administration at 9 Lagoon Street West Mackay. 

Lagoons Gallery Exhibition proposals can be found on the 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens website under the What’s 
On / Exhibitions tab. Scroll to the bottom of the Exhibitions 
page and click on the link for a PDF of the Exhibition proposal.  

Below is the website link. 

http://www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au/events/exhibitions 

Contact Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au for more information. 

 

Community Interactions… Guided walks:  
 
There was a Group guided walk this month that Maya 
conducted for the Mackay Caravan Club.  27 members 
attended and I’m sure they cover a lot more ground on their 
other outings. We talked about various aspects of the 
Gardens from the Lagoons Outlook deck and then a shady 
walk in the Tropical Shade garden to see the special flowers 
on show. They also enjoy a tasty break at the Lagoons Café. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last free Friday Guided walk for the 2015 year 
was Friday 30th October. It was led by Maya and two 
friends Margaret and Moyea with visitors Nicole and 
her two children.  
A special delight in the Tropical Shade Garden was 
the abundance of flowers on all the trunks of the 3 
Scented Daphne trees Phaleria clerodendron 

http://www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au/events/exhibitions
mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au


Plant profile:  
Phaleria clerodendron 
Scented Daphne   
 
Phaleria clerodendron is an ornamental flowering 
evergreen plant from the rainforests of Queensland 
in northeastern Australia. It usually grows into a 
small or medium sized tree occasionally flowering 
and fruiting while still a shrub. The flowers are 
pleasantly perfumed and the scent is stronger in the 

evening. Masses of beautiful long tubular 
white flowers occur sporadically throughout the 
year on the trunk and branches and are followed by 
vividly coloured red fruit. Some sources indicate that 

the fruit are toxic to humans. This tree deserves to 

be more commonly cultivated especially 
when it puts on such a showy flowering. 
 
Phaleria clerodendron will thrive in partial shade in 
moist, well-drained soil. It is easily propagated from 
fresh seed and can be grown from cuttings. In good 
conditions it is fast growing. 
 
When it flowers in the Tropical Shade Garden at the Botanic Gardens it is quite a sight, but it only last 
for 3-4 days. 
 
phaleros = with a patch of shining white; in reference to white flowers 
clerodendron = resemblance to the genus Clerodendron (Clerodendrum ) 
 
Reference; http://keys.trin.org.au; www.sgapcairns.org.au; https://en.wikipedia.org 

 

 

Let us lead you down the Garden’s paths… 
Free Guided Walks are now only available by appointment… 

 
Wanting to organize a different style of outing 
for your community or social group, feel free to 
call the Botanic Gardens and we can plan a 
time for a Special Guided Walk. The scenic 
Lagoons and glorious foliage make perfect 
backdrops during your informative stroll at the 
picturesque Botanic Gardens.  
 
Morning walks starting around 9.00am are 
recommended before the sun becomes too hot. 
Hats, water bottles and comfortable shoes are 
advisable too. Cost Free: 
 
 

Needing refreshments afterwards? Try the tasty menu at the Café on the Lagoon and view the 
monthly art exhibitions in the Lagoons Gallery.  Lagoons Café opening hours are Wed – Fri 10am-
3pm, Weekends 9am - 4pm. 
 
 

http://keys.trin.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/


What have the Friends been up to? 
We have more volunteers making inquiries to volunteer and some have joined as Friends. One new 
Friend Sachintha, wasted no time getting involved by completing her induction on the Monday and by 
the end of the week was assisting with front counter duties on Sunday Roster. Friends are now 
assisting with Audits of the Orientation and Tropical Shade Garden carried out by Maya, Ross, 
Madge Barnett and Julie Inkson. 
 
Meryl Ritchie was very happy to receive a great collection of 
parachute topped seeds of the Everlasting daisies collected by 
Friends.   

 
Moyea Maclean has had great 
success in entering updated data 
to a brand new Data base, that 
will make all our plant records correct. We will know exactly what 
we have in the Gardens and this will make the job of replacing 
labels much more efficient. It is really lovely to hear Moyea doing 
small cheers when the computer and the data cooperate and she 
succeeds with new entries. Aaaaah… success is so wonderful   
 
Of course our regular band of Gardener Friends have been hard at 
work too….planting grasses on the slopes below the Gymnosperm 
deck. I’m sure the Purple breasted Swamp Hens and the Dusky 
Moor Hens will love the extra protection and habitat to build nests. 
 
 

 
Small Explorers… Kindy Groups: 
 
Two groups of 22 children attended from Beaconsfield C&K 
Kindy with an interest in birds on Tuesday 20 and Thursday 
22nd October. 
 
It was lovely for the first group to be welcomed by the call of a 
male Eastern Koel in the Mango tree. This bird is a species of 
cuckoo in the Cuculidae family. In Australia, it is colloquially 
known as the rainbird or storm bird, as its call is usually more 
prevalent before or during stormy weather. 
 
Both groups of children were able to view bird nests of a variety of birds and later they all became 
‘twitches’ as we documented how many birds we could see on the Lagoon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



More Small explorers: Under the Mango tree… Story telling. 
 

Maya set up this session not in the meeting room, but making use of the 

shaded cool area under the Mango tree. Here children gathered as she 

read the story of “The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars”, “That’s What it Is” 

“Butterflies Kiss” and “Dinosaurs”!   

There were lots more books for children to 

leaf through on their own.  

Then the group of Family Day care providers 

and their children, a Grandmother and her 

two grandchildren, plus some visitors from 

Brisbane acted out one of the stories armed 

with magnifing glasses…Walk Walk step 

step step… 

…to find Ever Lasting Daisies with ants on the bed edge, Bungee Jumping Caterpillars, Zodiac 

Moths, Golden Orb Spiders, hundreds of Blue tigers… and Green Jewel Bugs and Powder puff lily 

pillies and Christmas orchids too!!  

 

Those caterpillars dropping down on a silky thread certainly got our attention and it was tickly to have 

them crawl up your arm.  

 

We even got to spend some time drawing 

what we saw and then there were more 

stories with more children who saw us on the 

lawn and joined in. 

What and amazing day was one comment… 

…and thanks for a fun and interesting day 

was another. 

The children’s books…The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars and Crazy Bird Stories bought  in “The 

Garden’s Shop” were lovely souvenirs to take away to remember this special time in the Botanic 

Gardens.  

Nicole’s comments; 



Another Small Explorers session was ‘Make a “B” line to the Botanic Gardens’ with 

family day care providors from Inspired ec who make regular booking for their children to interact with 

nature. 

We found lots of thing starting with the letter B…   

Beehive gingers          Blooms                     Berries on the palms 

 

 Bird’s nests     We played Bocce                Prickly Bunya leaves     A Bee Book! 

 

Bell shaped Flowers that were caps on fingers               Holding Butterflies before they flew away. 
 

What a Beautiful, BONZA day! 
 



In the Botanic Gardens… Richard reports. 
 
Rumble, rumble, rumble will soon be heard in the Botanic Gardens. 
 
It won’t be a thunderstorm, though the 
rain would be appreciated. It will be 
the sound of construction on the top 
path beneath the Waterworks tanks. 
The land slope will be stablished, the 
path replaced and a brand new fence 
will keep everyone safe. The old log 
fence will be gone, gone, gone! 
 
The area has looked a bit of an 
eyesore for a while and the slope is in 
danger of slipping away with heavy 
rain, so it is very timely that this area 
of the gardens has some tender loving 
care. Once the area is prepared some 
planting will commence. The Bamboo 
corridor will also be extended.  
Make sure you check out the developments, easily seen from the lower path. 

 

Plant profile: 
They are still putting on a golden show in the Tropical Shade Garden… 

Dendrobium discolour 
Golden Orchid  

The name is from the Greek dendron 
(meaning tree) and bios (meaning 
life). 

The species, orchids are either 
epiphytic, growing on a tree, or 
occasionally lithophytic, growing over 
a rock. They have adapted to a wide 
variety of habitats. 
The orchids in this genus often 
develop pseudo-bulbs, which unite 
into a long reed-like stem with a 
typical length of more than 30 cm.  

 
Short, ovate leaves grow alternately over the whole length of the stems.  
The axillary flower buds develop into short flower stalks with one or two terminal flowers. The orchids 
grow quickly throughout summer, but take a long rest during winter. In the spring, new shoots are 
formed from the base of the main plant and the dormant buds come back into action. The blooming 
flowers are found on pseudo-bulbs formed in the previous year. 

 
You can’t miss them! As you walk along the paths they are literally in 
your face (depending on your height that is!) 



Did you know? We are now on Facebook!  

Why not check us out and like us?  
https://www.facebook.com/#!/mackayregionalbotanicgardens/ 
 

One of our first posts was > What’s flowering.  

We featured…Tabernaemontana orientalis 

Eastern Gondola Bush; Iodine Bush 
Pronounced: tab-er-nay-MON-tah-nuh  or-ee-en-TAH-liss   (Apocynaceae – the Oleandra family) 

  

Look at my fragrant jasmine-
like white flowers. They have 
5 twisted petals fusing to form 
a tube just over 1cm long, are 
regularly symmetrical and a 
little more than 1cm in 
diameter.  

 

When these flowers are pollinated they will develop into 
paired fruits, somewhat boat shape, dry and orange 
coloured when ripe. They will later split along one side to 
reveal many seeds with red succulent arils. 
 
(An aril is fleshy and usually brightly coloured cover of some seeds 
that partially or entirely covers the seeds) 
 

Usually growing into a small tree it produces latex, which was reportedly used by the 
Aborigines to cure sores and ulcers, hence the name Iodine Bush. In colonial times it 
found use as a quinine substitute to treat malaria, and was sometimes called ‘bitter 
bark’.  
Now you know the answer to the question posted on Facebook!   Why was it called 
Iodine Bush? 
 
Information about medicinal qualities of plants, or about their use as medicines, is for interest only, 
and is not intended to be used as a guide for the treatment of medical conditions. 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/mackayregionalbotanicgardens/


Nature’s Christmas Decorations 
 
Make sure you take a slow walk through the 
Gardens and look into the trees and see the 
Christmas decorations…Not the store bought 
type but Nature’s Christmas decorations. 
 

I am the flower of the  
Leichhardt Tree… Nauclea orientalis. 

 
My distinctive yellow flowers resemble a spiky round bauble. 
Flowering now in November and December, I will soon change to an edible fruit, which will look 
similar to a dirty golf ball. The fruit, can be eaten raw, has a slightly bitter taste and not too dissimilar 
to mushy banana. The flesh and the small black seeds are eaten, the skin being discarded. 

 

The botanic garden’s trees are flaming hot! 

 

 
 
I am the flower of the  
Flame tree…  
Brachychiton acerifolius  
 

My distinctive red flowers resemble tiny bells. 
 

I am commonly known as the Flame Tree or the  
Illawarra Flame tree, famous for the bright red 
flowers that often cover the whole tree when it is 
leafless and make the tree look like it is on fire.  
My spectacular flowering occurs in late spring and 
new foliage is ready for the summer rains. 

Brachychiton...from Greek, brachys, short and chiton, a tunic, a reference to the coating on the seed 
acerifolius...having foliage like the genus Acer (maple)  

The tree is the food plant for the larval stages of the Penciled Blue, Helenita Blue, Common 
Aeroplane and Tailed Emperor Butterflies and sometimes the gloriously coloured Harlequin Bugs add 
to the colorful spectacle. 
     

Brachychiton is a genus of 30 or more species, most of which occur in tropical parts of Australia in 
dry areas or in rainforest. They are large shrubs or trees. Illawarra Flame tree is the most commonly 
cultivated species due to its spectacular crimson red flowers. 
  
Reference: http://anpsa.org.au/b-ace.html 

http://anpsa.org.au/b-ace.html


Did you hear them? 
The Amphi- theatre was filled with pipes…bagpipes that is! 

A free family event on Sunday, October 4 from 1pm had 
market stalls, raffles, free activities, Celtic/Scottish folk music 
in the Gardens, Celtic fyre, mass bands, highland dancers, 
pipe bands (RSL Townsville, Mackay & Rockhampton), 
jacobite re-enactors, sword fighting display and food and 
drink stalls too. 

This free family event was presented by the Mackay & District 
Pipe Band having gained a Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) to host the event. RADF is a Queensland 
Government and Mackay Regional Council partnership to 
support local arts and culture. 
 

Christmas is approaching fast… 

Avoid the shopping hustle and bustle by spending at The Garden’s Shop. 
Check out what is available! 
 

 

A range of 
beautiful wooden 
cravings by local 
artist Ron Draper 
    (prices as marked) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Books for children: 

 
The Bungee 
Jumping 
Caterpillars 
($15) 
 
And new 
release  
 
Crazy Bird 
Stories ($20) 
 

 
 



 
 
There are also some 
wonderful Bell art products 
including cards, notepads, 
placemats, coasters, aroma 
bloqs, clothes companions, 
and soaps.  
Prices range from $7 to $25. 
 
 
And so much more! Come in 
and browse sometime. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Are bees buzzing in the flowers at your house?  

Are there other creatures in your flowers? 

Why not join in the WILD POLLINATOR COUNT?  

Australia has lots of wild insect pollinators that are often 
overlooked. European honey bees get a lot of attention because 
they are an adaptable, generalist forager, which means they are 
happy to visit almost any flower, in most climate zones. They are 
also a social species, so their hives are easy to domesticate and 
manage. 

However, many native insects also contribute to pollination in crops 
and gardens all around the country. We still need to do a lot of 
Research is needed to identify all our insect pollinator species, 
understand their ecology and how they are affected by human 
activities. So far, it is known that Australia has around 2,000 native 

bee species, all of which are important pollinators. It is also known that there are a couple of 
thousand butterfly, wasp, fly, moth, beetle, thrip and ant species, some of which are documented 
pollinators. Unfortunately, there is not a lot of information on the ecology of many of these insects, 
what flowers they pollinate, or where they are found. 

The Wild Pollinator Count gives you an opportunity to contribute to wild insect pollinator conservation 
in Australia. We invite you to count wild pollinators in your local environment and help us build 
a database on wild pollinator activity. 

You can join in by watching any flowering plant for just ten minutes sometime in our count week. 

 You don’t need to be an insect expert. 
 You don’t need fancy gear. 
 You may be surprised by what you see! 

Find out how to count pollinators, identify the insects you see and submit your observations through 
the links… http://wildpollinatorcount.com 

 

http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/count-pollinators/
http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/what-pollinator-is-that/
http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/submit-observations/
http://wildpollinatorcount.com/


Coming soon… 
‘In Our Backyard’ - Creative Shots Photo Club’s Annual Exhibition  

 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery   
Wednesday 9th December 2015 – 17th January 2016  

Creative Shots Photo Club members have been out and 
about taking many different styles of photographs this 
year during their many outings and events.  

A selection of theses photographs have been chosen to 
highlight the exhibition’s theme “In Our Backyard”. The 
photographers could interpret the theme as being their 
own backyard within the confines of their fences or ‘our 
backyard’ as in the Mackay region.  

 
The images, consisting of landscapes, portraits and macrophotography will be on display from 
Wednesday 9th December to Sunday 17th January 2016 at the Lagoons Gallery, Mackay Regional 
Botanic Gardens.    

Visitors to the exhibition are also encouraged to vote for the image they feel best illustrates the theme 
“In Our Backyard”. Always welcoming new members, you can find out more about the Creative Shots 
Photo Club at www.creativeshots.com.au.   

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery is open Wednesday to Friday 10 am - 3pm and 
Weekends from 9am - 4pm.  Cost: Free;     Image: River Street Jetty by Helena Slade 

 
Regular Events every month… “What’s On?” 
Did you know we have regular events on at the Gardens…maybe you would like to join 
in with some? 
  *Falun Gong Meditation and Relaxation… now on Saturdays 7.00am during the summer   

    months under the Mango tree near the Lagoons Café. 

  *SGAP (Society for Growing Australian Plants): Meets at the Botanic Gardens Meeting  

    Room on the 1st Thursday of every month at 7.30pm (except school holidays.) 

  *Mackay Bonsai Society Workshops: They meet at the Botanic Gardens Meeting Room on the   

    2nd Sunday of the month from 1.30- 4.30pm. 

  *Australian Native Orchid Society (ANOS) Mackay Branch Workshops: This group  

    meets at the Botanic Gardens Meeting Room on the 1st Sunday of the month from 2.00- 5.00pm. 

You can always look on the website too for all the latest news and information and how you can be 
involved. http://www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au  
 

Date claimer: 

Saturday 28th November: Friends Christmas Gathering at Lagoons Café and Gallery. 6.30pm  
Have you contacted Robin McWhinney to say you are attending? Better do it now. 

Sunday 13th December: Christmas in the Gardens event:  5.30pm – 8.30pm 
Make sure you have these dates marked in your calendar, so you don’t miss out! 

 

Need more information about anything in this 
newsletter…Contact the Botanic Gardens on 49527300 or email 

botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 

http://www.creativeshots.com.au/
http://www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au/
mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au

