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Special times ar e Hnmjeyr theld ¢estfranl |6&ie Botanic Gardens @&

Thank you Friends of the Gardens for our Butterfly Encounters!

RossKendallf rom 6Butterfly Encounter
Mackay for the Garden Friends6Annual General Meeting as the
guest speaker for the evening event.

His presentation was
AAttracting
your Gardens

A Varied Eggfly butterfly A

Visits of butterflies to a garden add a dimension of interest
and beauty, beyond that provided by the flowers and
plants.

a Curator Dale Arvidsson gave a brief report at the Friends AGM

Il n attracting butterflies to your garden, it's i
nectar and a plant on which to lay their eggs, so the hatching caterpillars have leaves to eat.
A butterfly's wish list also includes sunny open spaces, shelter from the wind, and fresh water.

Different butterflies have specific plants they will lay their eggs on, so decide on which butterflies that

you want to attract, and plant the host plant for the caterpillars . As Ross stated O6PI
the butterfl i es wiThéreaceonany éources where you darhfiadtout éhe teost .

plants of particular butterflies. The website for the Butterflies and Other Invertebrates Club Inc (BOIC)
isonesuch r e s o wwwcbeicorg.au . They have a booklet featuring butterflies and their host

plants and many other interesting booklets too. SGAP (Society for Growing Australian Plants) groups

also have publications to assist planting of suitable plants for butterflies and are often more localized
rather than favoring south east Queensland.

The Friends sponsored RossO0Ss
butterflies and bought some screens forthe Fr i end s 6
Marquee to house the butterflies in as a special event

for Small Explorers and for a lucky school group who

attended on the same day.

The marquee was set up at the end of the Lagoon
Outlook Deck in the sunshine and created easy access
from one direction for the children to go inside, and
preventing the escape of any butterflies too.



http://www.boic.org.au/

Smal | Expl orers O0Butterfly Encou
What a wonderful experience for many children and adults.

Painting butterfly shaped paper and seeing other live creatures in the meeting room added to the
morningds .enjoyment

2Thank you again for a lovely, fun &
relaxed morning. Once she warned up to

them, Asher loved the butterflies! 2
(¢ from a regwpl ar e$)yas! IMuln




In the BotanicGar dens, Dal e reportseé
Horticulture
The Timber Tree Arboretum resulted in much planning prior to and on the day. The trees were
surveyed based on Lawrie Smithdés original desigrt
steeper banks were entirely mulched with the steepest using fibre netting to hold the mulch in place.
This June, planting bees included:
1 Timber Tree Arboretum - mixed species trees including Red Cedar Toona ciliata ranging from
tube stock to 200mm pots i 73
1 Buffer Forest i including Northern Hauer Dissiliaria indistincta, Mackay Cedar Falcataria (syn.
Paraserianthes) toona and Yellow Boxwood Planchonella myrsinodendron - 7
1 Flora for Fauna i Golden Everlasting Daisy Xerochrysum bracteatum tubes - 25. This was the
|l ast of the O6annual 6 pl anlbative dasiestathdadtto tteedivinga | mo
Collection in 2014.
1 Additional planting in the Eungella Cloud and Tropical Shade Gardens - 15 plants
1 Torres Strait Island Garden i advanced Dwarf Coconuts Cocos nucifera, Sweet Potato
Ipomoea batatas. Hibiscus sp, - 15,
1 Total of 135 new plants this month
With the unseasonably warm weather being conducive to plant growth: grass maintenance, general

weed and pest control, mulching and pruning consumed much of the time left.

Community involvementé Timber Tree Arboretum Planting Bee:

It was almost | ike a Planting Bee Balleté
Friends of the Gardens joined by members of the community (including whole families with children),
worked as a well- rehearsed team to plant 73 timber trees in very straight lines.
String lines were used to make sure the trees were aligned by the numerous volunteers

Our Timber Trees are in and straight!
Job well done, thenon t o t he
Even the youngest




Educati on 1 n the BRantaadi ¢ Gar dens

Three Prep classes from St Francis Catholic School (totalling 68 children plus accompanying adults
and teachers) visitelands"duntehr €Eacthags®dpdwasd r e
Jumping Caterpillarsodo story and then off to expl

They were excited to embark on a discovery walk through the Botanic Gardens to find out what lived
in the Botanic Gardens. Always for young children we utilize the creatures now living in a variety of
habitats that have been created within The Botanic Gardens.

Finding out about the needs of creatures, be that food or shelter, gives children an introduction to
particular plants.

For example, the Bungee Jumping Caterpillars story introduces the children to four plant species
from our | ocal area twidtdbéare Othreatened in the

The children are then shown those same plants growing in the Botanic Gardens and can see first-
handé the plants characteristics and the relati
help the other.

The exploring continues in the meeting room, where
each group has the opportunity to see the creatures up
close

(The creatures are often missed among the plants with
large groups).

A bonus for one group of children was to see the botanical
artists from the Mackay Regional Botanical Art Interest
Group (BAIG) sketching cluster figs in the Botanic Gardens.

They showed the children how they really spend time
looking at the plants so they can draw all the features of the
plant including leaves, flowers, fruit and creatures too.

Gardening, creatures and habitats were the interests of the 38 Prep aged MacKillop Catholic School
children visiting on Wednesday June 11™ after their previous school tour booking was postponed
because of rain and enjoyed the treat of butterfly encounters.



