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Special times are here for all… Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’… 

 

Thank you Friends of the Gardens for our Butterfly Encounters! 
 
Ross Kendall from ‘Butterfly Encounters’ in Brisbane was flown to 
Mackay for the Garden Friends’ Annual General Meeting as the 
guest speaker for the evening event. 

 
His presentation was 
“Attracting Butterflies to 
your Gardens”.  
 
     A Varied Eggfly butterfly  
 

 
Visits of butterflies to a garden add a dimension of interest 
and beauty, beyond that provided by the flowers and 
plants. 
 

Curator Dale Arvidsson gave a brief report at the Friends AGM 
 

In attracting butterflies to your garden, it's important to understand what they want most out of life… 
nectar and a plant on which to lay their eggs, so the hatching caterpillars have leaves to eat. 
A butterfly's wish list also includes sunny open spaces, shelter from the wind, and fresh water.  
 
Different butterflies have specific plants they will lay their eggs on, so decide on which butterflies that 
you want to attract, and plant the host plant for the caterpillars. As Ross stated ‘Plant the plants and 
the butterflies will come’. It is that easy. There are many sources where you can find out the host 
plants of particular butterflies. The website for the Butterflies and Other Invertebrates Club Inc (BOIC) 
is one such resource… www.boic.org.au . They have a booklet featuring butterflies and their host 
plants and many other interesting booklets too. SGAP (Society for Growing Australian Plants) groups 
also have publications to assist planting of suitable plants for butterflies and are often more localized 
rather than favoring south east Queensland. 

The Friends sponsored Ross’s flight, purchased 
butterflies and bought some screens for the Friends’ 
Marquee to house the butterflies in as a special event 
for Small Explorers and for a lucky school group who 
attended on the same day. 

 

 

 

The marquee was set up at the end of the Lagoon 
Outlook Deck in the sunshine and created easy access 
from one direction for the children to go inside, and 
preventing the escape of any butterflies too. 

http://www.boic.org.au/


Small Explorers ‘Butterfly Encounters’…  
What a wonderful experience for many children and adults. 

         

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting butterfly shaped paper and seeing other live creatures in the meeting room added to the 
morning’s enjoyment.  
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Thank you again for a lovely, fun & 
relaxed morning. Once she warned up to 
them, Asher loved the butterflies!”  
    (… from a regular Small Explorer’s Mum.) 



In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
Horticulture 
The Timber Tree Arboretum resulted in much planning prior to and on the day. The trees were 
surveyed based on Lawrie Smith’s original design concept, pegged out and grass sprayed, the 
steeper banks were entirely mulched with the steepest using fibre netting to hold the mulch in place. 
This June, planting bees included: 

 Timber Tree Arboretum -  mixed species trees including Red Cedar Toona ciliata ranging from 
tube stock to 200mm pots – 73 

 Buffer Forest – including Northern Hauer Dissiliaria indistincta, Mackay Cedar Falcataria (syn. 
Paraserianthes) toona and Yellow Boxwood Planchonella myrsinodendron - 7 

 Flora for Fauna – Golden Everlasting Daisy Xerochrysum bracteatum tubes - 25. This was the 
last of the ‘annual’ plantings that saw almost 1,500 local native daisies added to the Living 
Collection in 2014. 

 Additional planting in the Eungella Cloud and Tropical Shade Gardens - 15 plants 

 Torres Strait Island Garden – advanced Dwarf Coconuts Cocos nucifera, Sweet Potato 
Ipomoea batatas. Hibiscus sp, - 15,  

 Total of 135 new plants this month 

With the unseasonably warm weather being conducive to plant growth: grass maintenance, general 

weed and pest control, mulching and pruning consumed much of the time left. 

 

Community involvement… Timber Tree Arboretum Planting Bee: 
It was almost like a Planting Bee Ballet…  

Friends of the Gardens joined by members of the community (including whole families with children), 

worked as a well- rehearsed team to plant 73 timber trees in very straight lines.  

String lines were used to make sure the trees were aligned by the numerous volunteers 

   

 Our Timber Trees are in and straight!  

 Job well done, then on to the next row…    

 Even the youngest ‘Friends’ helped.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Education in the Botanic Gardens…. Plant- ed  

Three Prep classes from St Francis Catholic School (totalling 68 children plus accompanying adults 
and teachers) visited over three days…3rd, 4th and 5th June. Each group was read “The Bungee 
Jumping Caterpillars” story and then off to explore…  

They were excited to embark on a discovery walk through the Botanic Gardens to find out what lived 
in the Botanic Gardens. Always for young children we utilize the creatures now living in a variety of 
habitats that have been created within The Botanic Gardens.  

Finding out about the needs of creatures, be that food or shelter, gives children an introduction to 
particular plants.  

For example, the Bungee Jumping Caterpillars story introduces the children to four plant species 
from our local area that are ‘threatened in the wild’.  

The children are then shown those same plants growing in the Botanic Gardens and can see first-
hand… the plants characteristics and the relationships between plant and animal and how one can 
help the other.  

 

 

The exploring continues in the meeting room, where 
each group has the opportunity to see the creatures up 
close  

(The creatures are often missed among the plants with 
large groups). 

 

 

A bonus for one group of children was to see the botanical 
artists from the Mackay Regional Botanical Art Interest 
Group (BAIG) sketching cluster figs in the Botanic Gardens.  

They showed the children how they really spend time 
looking at the plants so they can draw all the features of the 
plant including leaves, flowers, fruit and creatures too. 

 

Gardening, creatures and habitats were the interests of the 38 Prep aged MacKillop Catholic School 
children visiting on Wednesday June 11th after their previous school tour booking was postponed 
because of rain and enjoyed the treat of butterfly encounters. 



On Friday 13th June 25 children from Mackay’s (Bridge Road) Good Start Early Learning centre 
bundled in and were enthused to see the display in the Meeting Room … 

 

A discovery walk… in the Botanic Gardens 
enabled the children to see lots of Harlequin 
Bugs, Praying mantis and caterpillars. 

The native Hibiscus bushes in the Screens 
and Hedges section of the Gardens are like 
mini-ecosystems for such creatures. 

 

  

Using clipboard with some images to be checked off 
encourages children to look carefully at the creatures 
and the images to see if they are the same ones… 

 

 
 

 

Plant-ed Elsewhere! 

Good Start Early Learning centre in 
Walkerston had Maya come and visit 
on Tuesday 17th June with lots of 
seeds. Maya helped them make 
recycled pots from newspaper and 
start their gardening project by 
popping seeds into these pots.  

The children also got to see the 
biggest seed in the collection … 
…the Coco-de-Mer.  

Maya also read seed related stories and helped children realise there are many seeds in common 
fruits and vegetables. 



In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
Heritage Garden Working Bees 
 
Have your cuttings struck from the propagation workshop at Meryl’s 
place? If so – you may like to bring them along to the next Heritage 
Garden working bees! 
 

Next Heritage Gardens Working Bee in on July 23 at 8am where 
we’ll be dividing, undertaking some light pruning, as well as spiking 
in new plant labels. 
 
Bryophyte Workshop 
 

The word bryophyte is the collective term for mosses, hornworts and liverworts and bryology is the 
study of bryophytes. While there are marked differences between these three groups of organisms, 
they are related closely enough to warrant a single term that includes all three. So a moss is a 
bryophyte, a liverwort is a bryophyte and a hornwort is a bryophyte. 
  
They are spore-producing, rather than seed-
producing, plants and they are all without flowers. 
These are the modern relatives of very ancient 
genera of plants that were some of earliest life forms 
on the planet. And whilst small – their ability to adapt 
to our potentially changing climate could both 
provide answers – and a snap-shot of some of the 
problems we’ll face, if this part of the web of life is 
affected. 
 

Botanists and scientists came from around the 
country and as far away as Brazil to identify, collect 
and workshop topis on these plants. Garden Friend 
Irene Champion spent the entire time at Eungella, 
whilst I spent a day learning from about bryophytes 
than I had ever learnt before.                                  Irene Champion examining mosses at Sky Window 

 
SGAP working bee at the Regional Forests 
 

Dale was joined by Irene Champion, Clare Davis and Mandy Shaw adding final plantings for the year 
to the Koumala Range bed just this side of the railway line. The native Fishbone Fern Nephrolepis 
obliterata and Sweet Morinda Morinda jasminoides - both originally collected from the range, plus 
layerings of Large Leaf Pollia Pollia macrophylla from the main Regional Forests bed on the Hut side 
of the railway line, were planted in very stony and root-filled soil. All recent plantings were watered in 
by Mandy. The participants also decided further embellishment plants for a tricky wet spot in the 
Debella bed and other groundcover and sub canopy species worth procuring and adding to the living 
collection. 

 

Goodbye and congratulations to our staff 
 

After 2 years with us, Gardener Andy Miller left the 
MRBG to enjoy a more ‘resort’ lifestyle based with the 
horticultural team at Hamilton Island. 
Andy recently won the ABC Young Gardener of the 
Year and we wish him well on his horticultural 
discoveries.  
Gardener Kerri Lennox also took out the Horticultural 
Trainee of the year for 2013 at a gala ceremony.  
Congratulations Kerri! 



More Plant-ed 

The final week of June was certainly JJJJJ Jam packed… 

Eimeo Prep classes attended on Monday 23rd and another group 
on Friday 27th with over 40 children each visit.  
The children were able to see the last of the Omphalea celata 
leaves disappear from caterpillars’ munching… 

But again there were other creatures to see and activities of 
learning to engage in… 

 

The overcast weather 
on Friday certainly 
didn’t deter the 
children’s 
investigations. 

 

 

 

 

Education is not just for the children but adults too… 

Guided Walks and Talks: (Both on Thursday 26th June) 
The Low Vision group made their annual visit to the Botanic Gardens and this time Maya used their 
sense of touch and smell. Unfortunately this group did not venture on to the Lagoon Outlook deck as 
the deck was curing under a new coat of oil / painting and informed our visitors via its smell.  
 
Not to be deterred the group stayed in the 
meeting room, and were introduced to all sorts 
of seed shapes, textures, seed dispersal and 
even cloves had the group guessing as to the 
familiar scent. They always enjoy a morning 
tea after their informative talk.  
 
The photo shows some of the seed collection 
they were touching including the sticky seeds 
of native Plumbago, the open seed capsules 
of the Banksia, the fibrous texture of the 
cannonball mangrove, the hardness or the 
Ornate-fruited Neisosperma and the tiny 
capsules of the Black Iron-box and the 
vastness of the Coco-de-Mer. 

Kindergarten teachers find out 
about…  

Ten Kindergarten teachers associated with Lady 
Gowrie Centres, attended a special presentation and 
guided walk with Maya Harrison. They explored 
different plants that were used by indigenous peoples 
for food, tools medicine and shelter. The presentation 
was organised by Deb Verstege, an advisor with Lady 
Gowrie. 

Do you know what the lawyer vine was used for? 



In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 

Higher Lagoon waters contribute to losing a well-loved tree.  
 

Siltation and high water levels have led to one of the MRBG’s best known trees having to be 
removed. On Monday the Pink Showers, Cassis javanica tree was removed by staff due to poor tree 
health and safety concerns. 
 
Unusually (historic) high water levels in the lagoons since 2008 is the main contributing factor, as this 
species does not naturally grow right on the water edge along water courses. The tree was not 
planted but probably originated from a seed washed into the lagoons from suburban Mackay and was 
on site prior to the MRBG establishment in 2003 – sometime in the 1990s. 
 
Over the years this tree has put on a highly visible display of summertime flowers that was popular 
with many. To the average visitor – the tree still appeared ‘healthy’, until comparison images are 
viewed: 
 

The Pink Showers tree in its heyday – prior to 2008. 

 

 
The tree this year.                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Bracket fungi indicate signs of serious rot and decay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

We proactively felled the tree on July 7, 
allowing some of the tree trunk and limbs 
to remain in the lagoon for wildlife habitat 
(fish, turtles and birds). 
 
Other exotic trees to be removed this year 
include the original Golden Shower Tree 
Cassia fistula in the Tropical Shade 
Garden – again due to safety concerns 
and a small grove of young Rattlepod 
Albizia lebbeck on the bank opposite the 
Pink Shower at Meadowlands. 
 
 

      Considering this year we have planted over 300 trees in the botanic gardens, the loss of this tree and   
      those removed for the Timber Tree Arboretum and safety is balanced. With over 100,000 trees to be  
      planted through the botanic gardens over the next 20 years – there’ll be plenty of work for the Friends  
      to help us turn the MRBG into a green oasis. 
 

Sad times turn to Joy!  Lagoons Gallery reopens 
 

‘A Few of My Favourite Things’… an Exhibition by Catherine Clark Dowden  
  
This long awaited exhibition will be available for viewing on Wednesday 16th July and will be on show 
till Sunday August 10th 2014. Viewing the exhibition is FREE.  

 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery is 
open Wednesday  to Friday 10 am - 3pm and 
Weekends from 9am - 4pm 
 

Catherine’s 2nd exhibition at the Lagoon’s Gallery 
showcases some of her current artworks, highlighting 
some of the different mediums she has been using, 
from acrylic paint to pastel portraiture.  
 
The exhibition shows Catherine’s love of animals and 
how she tries to capture their beautiful spirit and 
energy within the images, while also portraying the 
unique connection between humans and animals. 
 

This image is titled “Soaring”.   

Remember… Free Friday Guided Walks …    
Every Friday at 10.00am 
 
The scenic Lagoons and glorious foliage make perfect 
backdrops during your informative stroll at the picturesque 
Botanic Gardens. Join us 10.00 am Fridays (April – October) 
at the Administration Building.  
Once a month, a Special Themed Free Friday Guided Walk is 
available. July 11th is “The Big Walk”. Can you do it? 

Hope you enjoyed the latest news from Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens...   

For more information;  call  07 49527300 or email  botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au

