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Welcome... The Festive season has arrived and the 10
th

 Birthday Celebrations 

come to a close. Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’... 

 

We are selling well!  
Have you got yours for Christmas Gifts? 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Regular readers of the newsletter will know that the ‘Friends of the Gardens’ produced two 
publications this year to celebrate the 10th Birthday of our Botanic Gardens...  
We have sold over 200 BOTANICA 2014 Calendars and over 400 Bungee Jumping Caterpillar 
books! We want to really focus on selling the 2014 calendars as they do have a use by date.  
 
Both publications cost just a mere $15.00 each and customers can pay for their purchases (plus 
postage if you want us to send them to you) over the phone via credit card. Just call us between 9am 
and 2.30pm on 07 49527300. 
Friends will also be selling both the calendar and the book at Paxton’s Night Markets on December 
13th and at the Christmas in the Gardens fundraiser on Sunday 15th December.  
 

Andrew McGlashan won a ‘Bungee Jumping Caterpillars’ 
book. He and his sister completed two of the three September / 
October School Holiday Walks and Quizzes.  
 
All completed quizzes were 
placed into a draw and 
winner Andrew is pictured 
here with his prize and with 
a real ‘bungee jumping 
caterpillar’ on his wrist. 
 
The same quizzes  
(like the one pictured)  
provided a bit of fun and 
laughs at the Friends 
Annual Xmas Party held at 
The Cafe on the Lagoon on 
Saturday 27th November. 



Our Lagoons Gallery certainly provided variety to our visitors. 

Look at the Exhibitions which have been on show... 
 

September 25th - November 3rd 2013 were the dates for   
'Botanica VIII'…   An Exhibition by the Mackay Botanical Art Interest Group  
 
Colourful, curious and captivating flora from our local region 
was showcased. This year is the 10th birthday of the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens, where BAIG has its home.  In 
keeping with the spirit of celebration, the exhibition features 
some of the special bioregional native plants growing in the 
Botanic Gardens.  Exotics and other natives joined the party 
too.  Botanically decorated Happy Birthday letters were also 
strung up for all to share. 
 
 
Featured image is Acacia longifolia by Thelma Farmer. 
 
 
Botanical art combines detail, accuracy and artistry, with many hours needed for each watercolour painting or 
graphite drawing.  A glimpse into the inner workings of the botanical artists was provided by displays of their 
sketchbooks, photos, odd pods and all things flora, showing how the artists take a live specimen and create a 
“living” piece of botanical art. Since the exhibition, all the artworks have been scanned (PDF’s and Jpegs) in 
case we plan to do another calendar in the future. 

 

'Here Be Dragons'… appeared in the Lagoons Gallery November 3rd - December 1st. 
 

A fanciful collection of stunning photographic images, 
capturing Australian dragons in all their magnificence - 
tails, wings, flames, scales, spines and mighty names. 
Award winning amateur photographer and Friend of the 
Gardens, John Atkinson got up close and personal with 
dragons - some of them colourful and some with attitude - 
from the Australian bush.  
 
View it if you dare… and we dared...  
John told us some tales and adventures of how the 
photographs were taken with such skittish subjects during 
the Friends Annual Christmas Party. 

 

Now Showing is ... Simply The Best!  Wednesday 4th December 2013 – 19th January 2014 

Creative Shots Photo Club’s Annual Exhibition  

 

Creative Shots Photo Club members have been out and 
about taking many different styles of photographs this year 
during their many outings and events. Members have 
chosen what they consider their Best Shot! And they are 
available for all to see at their "Simply The Best" exhibition.  
 
This combination of images makes for an exciting exhibition 
that will on display from 4th December to 19th January at the 
Lagoons Gallery, Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.   
Visitors to the exhibition are also encouraged to vote for the 
image they feel is Simply The Best! of the exhibition. 
Always welcoming new members, you can find out more 
about the club at www.creativeshots.com.au.   

http://www.creativeshots.com.au/


 

NEWS FLASH!!!! DATE CHANGE:  

Christmas in the Gardens:  
NOW! on Sunday Dec 15:   5.30 pm  – 

 
Christmas in the Gardens features well-known 
local entertainers for an evening of family enjoyment. 
Members from the Mackay Choral Society, Duo Kathleen Campbell and Sarah Regan and ever 
popular Anette Worthington are booked in as the performers. The ‘Friends of the Gardens’ will have 
their ever-popular raffles, glow candles, bracelets, and Christmas songbooks for sale. BOTANICA 
2014 calendars and ‘The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars’ will also be available for $15.00 each. 

 

Small Explorers:  
“Water Features and Creatures” was held on the Café deck on Monday November 11th

 

  
It was a wonderful opportunity to see up close some of the small 
creatures that live in our pools/ creeks and lagoon. There were 
whirligigs, diving beetles, freshwater yabbies and shrimp, water 
boatman, small fish, snails and caddis fly and damselfly larvae. 

 
Everyone joined in to 
find all the different 
places that water 
occurs in the Gardens, 
from fountains, 
creeks, pools and 
waterfalls to the lagoon.   
We also painted with water on pavers to explain Evaporation.  
It was along walk to the Eulamere Wetlands boardwalk and back 
again where we explored  (looking, touching and feeling) how some 
plants have adapted to living on and under the water on water 
(water lily, water lettuce and hyacinth).  

The session included story reading, information books and a display of water creatures. 

 
Christmas Decorations in the Gardens… 
The last Small Explorers session for 2013… was held in the 
Meeting room on Monday December 2nd:   
Maya took 6 small children and parents to special areas of the 
Botanic Gardens to explore Nature's Christmas decorations'… 
finding berries, flowers and special tinkling bells. A highlight was 
the green jewel beetles and caterpillars decorating the leaves too. 
This festive walk led to a creative activity where leaves and 
seedpods became sparkling decorations for Christmas. ‘This was 
much better than decorating pine cones’ said one mum. 
 

Another Mum also sent this comment… 
“Bailey has enjoyed our ‘explorings’ and he has remembered quite a lot 
from our visits. He talks about them even to the extent of getting his 
older sister a little envious. I also have learnt things, never too old to teach an old dog, new tricks! ” 



In the Gardens, Dale reports… 
Horticulture and site works:  
We have achieved... 
Extensive mulching with both staff and contractors working through the site is to minimise soil 
moisture loss and prepare for the ‘wet and weeds’ season. 
Site wide formative pruning and standard hedge pruning 
Further lagoon edge plantings occurred at Meadowlands and in irrigated areas within the Heritage 
Gardens. 
Site wide treatment for tick control 
Exotic water weed control as well as site-wide lawn and garden bed weed control 
For the first time since the 2008 flood event, out-flows from the Lagoons downstream from the 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens (MRBG) and underneath Lansdowne Road ceased flowing in the 
last two weeks of October. This briefly recommenced flowing for a week after the storm in the first 
week of November, but the lagoons water level has been the lowest since 2008.  More rain later in 
November / Early December has seen the Lagoons water level rising again. 
 
BGANZ/BGCI 

MRBG Staff attend Conference 

Botanic Gardens Australian & New Zealand (BGANZ) - held its first joint congress with 
Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) in Dunedin, New Zealand from 
October 20-25.  

 
MRBG Curator Dale Arvidsson and 
Team Leader Ross Demuth attended 
the conference funded by Mackay 
Regional Council. They were joined by 
MRBG Visitors Services Officer Maya 
Harrison who funded her attendance, 
personally. 
 
The congress allowed the MRBG staff 
the unique opportunity to network and 
discuss with botanic gardens, arboreta 
and institutions from around the world 
including leading botanic gardens and 
arboreta from the USA, Europe and the 

Soviet Union, Africa, South America and Asia on a professional level. Represented were botanic 
gardens with $1 billion dollar development budgets, $100 million dollar restoration projects under 
way, down to botanic gardens operated by volunteers only. 
 

The MRBG is involved in BGANZ in two key areas:    
 

Botanical Records Officers Network (BRON) - continued discussions about the scope and design 
specifications of a database to meet the needs of smaller gardens with limited resources, on the 
basis of the member survey undertaken last year. Many botanic gardens have databases that are out 
of date, incompatible with modern day computers and software to the point of having hand written or 
no records at all. Various existing options were tried in an endeavour to make sure that BGANZ was 
not re-inventing the wheel. Considerable effort went into trialling ‘Bauble’ (an open source data base). 
One of the key features of the database is that it must be compatible with both national and 
international databases, to ensure that the knowledge and resources of our smaller gardens are 
recognised as part of conservation efforts and can be integrated into larger scale databases. The 
group thus commenced ongoing conversations with BGCI (Plant Search) and the Atlas of Living 
Australia. 



 
MRBG Team Leader Ross Demuth is a key 
member of BRON and has worked to develop 
the Bauble freeware database into a system 
which would be ideal for many smaller and 
medium botanic gardens. Ross has been 
tasked with further development of the model 
by converting the MRBG current database into 
the Bauble software. BGANZ has shown 
interest in potentially using Ross to assist 
installation and set-up of this database with 
funded visits to identified botanic gardens and 
institutions 
 
 
.  
Ross Demuth assisting BGANZ / BGCI Conference participants with the database at the 
conference… 
 
• Professional Development Working Group (PDWG) - The Dunedin Congress saw the completion 
of the program of regionally delivered professional development, which was put in place... 
 A Living Collections Toolkit implemented by BGANZ and delivered by the Professional Development 
working group – consisting of the MRBG, Cranbourne Botanic Gardens (VIC) and Gold Coast 
Regional Botanic Gardens (QLD). 
The “BGANZ Plant Collection Toolkit” developed by BGANZ VIC; this course was added in 
2013 as a key component by BGCI to a core group of 16 Korean botanic gardens attending the 
congress, along with a specially organised pre-conference training session in botanic gardens 
management at Auckland Botanic Gardens.  
Dale Arvidsson presented on the MRBG and the current review of the MRBG Living Collections 
Policy, in line with Mackay Regional Council to officially adopt this policy in early 2014.     
 
 
Also of note: 
• A memorandum of understanding 
has been signed with BGANZ and 
the Association of Friends of the 
Botanic Gardens (AFBG). It 
recognises the common interests of 
both organisations.  
It is expected that a close and 
cooperative relationship will 
continue and that there will be 
regular communication and future 
partnership activities. The MRBG 
and MRBG Friends Association Inc. 
contribute to the AFBG online 
newsletter “Campsis” for each of 
the biannual publications.                      
                                       
                                                          

 
BGANZ members John Arnott, Anne Duncan, new President… Dale Arvidsson, Eamon Sullivan and 
Helen Paulsen in Dunedin.   

 
 

• MRBG Curator Dale Arvidsson was elected BGANZ President for 2013/2015. This is the first time a 
regional botanic garden has been represented at this level since BGANZ’s inception. 



Herbarium ... text supplied by Anne Douglas 

• A special Herbarium morning was held to assist Tomas Curtis and Amanda Hurst from the Parks 
and Environment Natural Environment subprogram, Habitat Restoration Team.  
These staff were inducted to allow better communication and resourcing for ‘on the ground’ staff to 
receive assistance with identifying native and exotic flora without the need to contact the Queensland 
Herbarium and also allow training prior to the Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring project. The Society 
for Growing Australian Plants Mackay Branch (SGAP Mackay) volunteers Irene Champion, Clare 
Davis and Ann Douglass were joined by Dale Arvidsson and RossDemuth to demonstrate the 
following herbarium procedures and discuss protocols with identification services: 

 Plant identification from photographs 

 Recording systems 

 In the field collection and preserving techniques 
 

Propagation Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 18 2013 – A propagation workshop was held at the MRBG with 20 Gardens Friends and 2 
residents coming along to learn how to grow plants from cuttings. Gardens Friend and local plant 
expert Meryl Ritchie presented tips and tricks for a variety of plants found in the botanic gardens, 
followed by hands - on involvement by the participants. Much was discussed during the lunch that 
followed and many took home their cuttings to report back how well they struck. This workshop is the 
2nd in a series to encourage involvement from the Gardens Friends in the MRBG nursery facility 
planned for Meadowlands that will eventually produce over 100,000 plants for the Meadowlands 
sector and other parts of the MRBG over the next 10 years.  

It’s an OPEN and SHUT CASE… at the Botanic Gardens. 

The Botanic Gardens are open to the community all day every day... 
(Excluding the Tropical Shade Garden which is closed when Administration staff are not in 
attendance) 

 
The MRBG Administration and The Garden’s Shop are 
closed during the Christmas period...  
Closed from Monday 23rd December – reopening on 
Monday 6th January at 9.00am.  
 
‘The Cafe and Restaurant on the Lagoon’ and 
Lagoons Gallery will be closed… 
Closed From Monday 23rd December – reopening on 
Wednesday 8th January 2014. Opening Hours are 
9.00am – 4.00pm 

 
 



Friends also attended a Conference in New Zealand.  

Bill and Robin McWhinney, Maya and Kevin Jackson attended the Walking Guides Conference in 
Christchurch October 28 – November 1st 2013. It was a wonderful conference with a good collection 
of great Keynote speakers, a wonderful variety of themed guided walks through the Christchurch 
Botanic Gardens, visits to a variety of sites, including private gardens, around Christchurch, Arthur’s 
Pass and Banks Peninsula as well as a fabulous Conference Dinner with exciting guest speaker 
Jenny Gillies, and her fabulous costumes, hats and fabric artistry. We all got a bit of a shaking with a 
4.2 earthquake, but a calm Punt ride along the Avon soothed us. It was wonderful from an education 
and interpretation point of view to see another Botanic Garden’s signage and the activities offered 
involving children and families. For a small and young garden MRBG in contrast offers a wealth of 
activities. 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference dinner with Jenny Gillies and her creations.     Robyn McWhinney took a fancy to this red hat 
 

Friends Christmas Party November 27
th

 2013.  
 
It was a much smaller group that enjoyed the Friends Christmas Party 2013; 
perhaps notable that none of the Weller family members were in attendance… 
they always swell our numbers. The food was once again fantastic, thanks to 
Paul and his staff from the Café on the Lagoon.   
 

                Steve Witt and Glenda Penny head one of the tables at the Friends Christmas party. 
 
John Atkinson was on hand to tell us some tales and 
adventures of how the photographs that were currently 
displayed on the Café walls in his ‘Here be Dragons’ 
exhibition were taken. His exhibition showcased the 
skittish subjects… water dragons, geckos, skinks and 
dragonflies. Maya had us try the children’s quizzes…  
“The Big Walk” and the “Threatened Species and 
Creatures”. They were trickier than usual because we 
couldn’t go and find the answers like the children had. 

 

 John Melville is absorbed with answering 
all the questions 
 

Shiny shovel award 2013. 
Kevin Jackson was the recipient of the Shiny 
Shovel award for all support he has given the 
MRBG and the Friends by attending every 
planting bee, fundraiser, guided walk, as well as 
designing and having interpretative signs made, 
putting together display boards, trolleys and 
building a very useful ramp. Thanks Kevin. 



Torres Strait Islands Precinct… Signage meeting 

ATTENDANCE:  Elder/ Uncle John Kennel Snr., 
Mary Pitt,  Bianca Toby, Gina Trevy, Cindy Willett, 
Mulum Stone, Dale Arvidsson, Maya Harrison, Kerry 
McNeill,  Cr Alison Jones,  
 
Briefly…Discussions included… changes to 
background colours of signage to reflect the water 
colours around the island groups. The blue colours to 
correspond with the depth of water (i.e. different 
shades of blue.);  
 like this poster 
suggests…  

 
 
Also include all the names of inhabited islands; 
Have information regarding meaning of colours of the Flag; Have 
the Magani mali kes (sea passage) illustration added to islands 
diagram, sweeping through the islands from east to west. English 
version of Magani mali kes to be added: 
Welcome sign near car park (placed near the start of existing mosaic path) to explain three waves of 
migration by Torres Strait Islanders to Mackay region. 
Lots of discussion regarding totems/ illustrations for each island group sign. Each island was to have 
a strong totem represented. The shape of the sign incorporating the gardens signage shape with a 
rectangular piece tiered above was accepted by all. 
 
Gina and Cindy told of meeting on Tuesday 19th 
November at 46 Macalister street from 10 – 12 with lunch 
after to meet with elders. The meeting will be an 
opportunity to learn from elders and share more 
information to expand the educational resources for 
school learning. Maya and Dale accepted the invitation to 
come along and learn alongside. 
 
Maya attended the meeting at HACC and brought plant 
samples to stir the memories of participants. It was suggested that a similar display be brought again 
on a Tuesday when the focus could be more about the plants rather than being part of such a large 
meeting more about history and stories, the education groups’ focus.  
Many contacts were formed and a wealth of information needs to be sorted as to what can be 
incorporated into the Gardens signage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Eungella Biodiversity study… 
We have been disappearing up the mountains… 
 
Staff from the MRBG have been participating in the Eungella Biodiversity study… learning a whole lot 
more about our bioregion, not just the plants but the range of creatures that also share this unique 
habitat. Maya once again (she participated in the pilot study) joined Louise and Erica to complete 
‘mothing’ studies, but also met others who shared knowledge on dragonflies, beetles, snails, birds 
and lizards. MRBG crew have also extended their knowledge of plants, habitats and the challenges 
of accessibility to some of the remote collection sites. Some special surprises of plants growing in the 
wild rewarded them (e.g. huge growths of orchids etc.) 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maya with Erica (moths) and Emma (snails and semi slugs)… Identifying and classifying moths 
 

 

Ashley Coyne with Bill McDonald and Irene Champion… Dale collecting specimens 
 

Elaeocarpus eumundii in flower.   Dale Arvidsson with Bill McDonald (Herbarium) 

 



Let us lead you down the Garden’s paths… Free Friday Guided Walks 

• Guided walks continued with Garden’s Friend Margaret Lane leading the free Friday walks 
throughout the month. The end of October was the last scheduled guided walk for 2013 until April 
2014. Remember we are looking for new guides for 2014 to join Margaret and we will offer basic 
guide training to anyone interested. 

Free Guided Walks are available 
now by appointment only… 
 
Wanting to organize a different style of outing for 
your community or social group, feel free to call the 
Gardens and we can plan a time for a Special 
Guided Walk. The scenic Lagoons and glorious 
foliage make perfect backdrops during your 
informative stroll at the picturesque Botanic 
Gardens.  
Morning walks starting around 9.00am are 
recommended before the sun becomes too hot. 
Hats, water bottles and comfortable shoes are advisable too. 

 

School Holiday Activities… Get the kids out of the house and discover fun holiday activities at 

the Botanic Gardens.  

 

December School Holiday activities…  

So popular last year, we are offering it again…“Jingle bells tinkling at the Gardens”:  

Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.  

10am -12noon and 2pm - 4.00pm 
 
2 sessions per day on the following dates; 
December: Tuesday 17th, Wednesday 18th, Thursday 19th 

A Creative treat; Children will create a decorative ‘Jingle bells mobile’ 
from gum-nuts, leaves and sticks, bell shapes and sparkly bits and 
pieces. The two hour session will also include a search of Nature’s 
Christmas decorations hidden in the Botanic Gardens.  
Each group is limited to 10 school aged children (5 – 15). Hats, water 
bottles and comfortable shoes are recommended. 

Payment with Bookings by Friday December 14th ensures your child attendance. Cost $5.00 each 

Contact Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  

 

 

Find out more about what’s happening at the Mackay Regional 
Botanic Gardens (MRBG) on their website…    

 www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au  

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au


January School Holiday activities…  

There are 3 different activities over the 3 weeks. Bookings are essential. We do have Waiting Lists 
in case of cancellations for those who find they have left making their bookings… too late. 

 

 

Week 1...  Turn over a new Leaf… MAGNIFIED! 

Meeting Room;  Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens. 10am -12noon. 
 
1 session per day on the following dates;  
January: Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th, Friday 10th 2014 

The world of leaves, their shapes and sizes, are exciting to explore 
and then create with…  The 2 hour session includes a short walk, 
using Magnifiers and Microscopes and then making some artistic 
creations using leaves as inspiration.  

Each group is limited to 10 school aged children (5 – 15). Hats, water 
bottles and comfortable shoes are recommended. 

Payment with Bookings by Thursday December 19th 2013 ensures 
your child attendance. Payment can be made with credit card over the 
phone. Cost $5.00 each 

Contact Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  

 

 

 

Week 2... “Winged Wonders” 

Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens. 
10am -12noon. 
 
1 session per day on the following dates; 
January: Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th, Friday 17th 

 
Who is that fluttering? Children will be introduced to 
the butterflies, moths, dragonflies, damselflies and 
other insects with wings during a walk through the 
Gardens. Do they all begin their lives with wings? 
What are the largest winged insects?  
 

Making a creative winged creature to fly home will be part of the 2 hour session. 
 
Each group is limited to 10 children, children to be aged over five. Hats, water bottles and 
comfortable shoes are recommended. 

Payment with Bookings by Friday January 10th 2014 ensures your child attendance. Payment can 
be made with credit card over the phone. Cost $5.00 each 

Contact Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  

 

 

 

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au
mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au


Week 3... Metamorphism Magic…  Life cycles 

Meeting Room; Mackay Regional Botanic 
Gardens. 10am -12noon. 
 
1 session per day on the following dates; 
January: Wednesday 22nd, Thursday 23rd, Friday 
24th   2014 

 
Almost magical changes happen inside 
chrysalises and cocoons. It is called 
metamorphism. Caterpillars which crawl along on 
stumpy little legs transform into delicate winged 
creatures called Moths and Butterflies.  
 

Many other creatures have metamorphism as part of their life cycles from egg to adult. 
 
During the 2 hour session, school aged children with Maya… 

 Will discover creatures at different stages of their Life cycles during a Guided Walk through 
The Gardens finding, eggs, larvae, pupa or adult creatures.  

 Create their own magical creature using seedpods, clay, soft wire and leaves. 

 Play The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars Game and discover the life cycle of the Zodiac Moth.  
 
Each group is limited to 10 children, children to be aged over five. Hats, water bottles and 
comfortable shoes are recommended. 

Payment with Bookings by Friday January 17th 2014 ensures your child attendance. Payment can 
be made with credit card over the phone. Cost $5.00 each 

Contact Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  

or visit the Botanic Gardens website www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au  

 
 

 
 

Marks these dates in your 2014 Calendar… You know the one… 

…the one you bought from The Gardens’ Shop…The BOTANICA 2014 Calendar! 
 

February Saturday 15
th
 2014… Friends Guided Walk 

 

  "Friends of the Gardens" invite the community to join 
with them in a Guided Walk through the Regional Forest 
section of the Botanic Gardens starting at 4.00pm. The 
walk will be followed by a BBQ. RSVP is essential for 
catering. Park in the car park at the Australian South 
Seas Islanders Hut, and after the walk, relocate to the 
Garden’s Administration car park for a barbecue on the 
Lagoons Deck.  
R.S.V.P.by contacting the Botanic Gardens on 
49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
 

 

 

Merry Christmas to all...  
 
Have a fantastic New Year in 2014.  

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au
http://www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au/
mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au

