Newsletter
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens

There are always lots of activities and events hap

months, and itis such a beautiful time tovisit our Botanic Gardens
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Enjoy the latest from 0 file Botanic Gardens d..our OLi vi
What have the Garden Friends been up to?
ryl Ritchie...
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It was a keen group of
Friends who vi
(Mackay Tree Factory) and

l an Ritchieos
about and practise
propagation from cuttings.
Plants from the Heritage
Garden were trimmed to
provide cutting material for
the workshop activity.

'Meryl shared wi

growth.

Kevin, Heather, Sue, Val, Kathy, Steve, Kerry, Maya
and Cec put the information into practice and took their
pots of cutting home to further care for them to have
both plants for their own gardens or more plants for the
Heritage Garden planting bees in the future. They made
sure their pots were well watered first.

A big thanks to lan for the delicious BBQ cook-up
afterwards, for Meryl for sharing her experience and
knowledge and to Dale for being on hand to add
information and plant material.
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pening during these cooler
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types of potting mixes and when to use different size

{ pots. She also demonstrated where to do straight

% cutting on the base / heel of the stem node and slanted
N% cutting on the top of the cutting (to avoid confusion

which end is up) and also the importance of keeping

the cuttings watered / damp. Cuttings are more

successful from shorter pieces of stem and those

taken from the stronger part, rather than the tip / soft
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A delightful sensory delight!

Plants, Flavours and Fragrances Workshop with Jankees van de Have:

Jankees van de Have presentation included a
review of the history of spices and flavours.

Plants synthesize a large number of aromatic
components, which trigger our senses of taste
and smell.

One part of the presentation was devoted to
Australian native plants and their usage as a
source of flavours, such as some of the lemon
scented Gums and Lemon-scented Myrtle

We reviewed interesting details of widely used flavours such as Vanilla and Strawberry, from plant to
industrial product as we explored the journey from plant to consumer.

Many of the discussed flavours and
extracts were available in the form
of samples.

Thank you Jankees for a very
informative workshop.

Jankees van de Have is a Volunteer
Walking Guide with the Brisbane
City Botanic Gardens and previously
worked for International Flavours
and Fragrances Inc.




Botanical Art Interest Groupl ear ns new skil |l s
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Twelve members of the Botanical Art Interest Group (Group member of the Friends of the Gardens)
participated in a 2-day workshop with renowned, botanic artist, Leonie Norton.

Leonie reinforced the importance of colour charts to match paint colours / blends with plant
specimens and introduced many to the two-brush technique of applying watercolours. Using a
magnifying glass to carefully apply fine details was demonstrated, as was the importance of quality

brushes with fine tips.
The first day of the workshop focussed on leaves while the second day broadened to flowers with a
vast array of colour challenges.
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Looking forward to t next exhibition girlsé



What has been happening further afield?
EungellaBiodi ver sity Studyé

We have been asked to send on some photos of the participants and survey members interactions
and activities to be included in the proposed book to be edited by Roger Kitching using photos such
as the ones shown last report. We will also include photos taken late last year, the first part of the
survey.

Photos will include collection techniques, collections, flora and fauna including birds and a newly
discovered semi-slug!

In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reportsé
Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring Study

The 2™ official section of research commenced in mid-April and Dale and Irene went back to Mackay
to assist Bill McDonald. We are hoping to return in September to undertake final flora surveys and
are planning a Friends day to coincide i watch this space.



Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring Study continue

Further collection of Plum Pine Podocarpus elatus, Kangaroo Apple Solanum aviculare and a variety
of fern propagules from the road reserve plots apposite Crediton Hall, as well as on the Quandong
Lodge property itself also occurred for the MRBG Living Collection.

From top left clockwise : Irene pressing Pointed Aneilema Aneilema acuminat um for the Herbarium,
Near the summit of Mt William , Tapeinosperma T7apeinospe rma pseudojambosa , on the way into the
Owens Creek site all photos © Bill McDonald

Horticultural Reference Group

The Horticultural Reference Group (Dale, Irene, Grant
Paterson and Meryl) met on May 6 to commence a year-
long project to develop a Living Collections Plan.

This document compliments the Master Plan 2010 and
provides a clear framework, methodology and
explanation as to why the plants that are grown at the
botanic gardens - are here, as well as developing
management strategies to make sure that we have the
resources to manage these specimens.

Wild Mt. Blackwood Holly



