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There are always lots of activities and events happening during these cooler 

months, and it is such a beautiful time to visit our Botanic Gardens.   

Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’... our “Living Museum” 

 

What have the Garden Friends been up to? 

Plant Propagation with Meryl Ritchie... 
 
 
It was a keen group of 
Friends who visited Meryl’s 
(Mackay Tree Factory) and 
Ian Ritchie’s place to learn 
about and practise 
propagation from cuttings. 
Plants from the Heritage 
Garden were trimmed to 
provide cutting material for 
the workshop activity.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Meryl shared with us… the tools needed, different 
types of potting mixes and when to use different size 
pots. She also demonstrated where to do straight 
cutting on the base / heel of the stem node and slanted 
cutting on the top of the cutting (to avoid confusion 
which end is up) and also the importance of keeping 
the cuttings watered / damp. Cuttings are more 
successful from shorter pieces of stem and those 
taken from the stronger part, rather than the tip / soft 
growth. 
 

 
 
Kevin, Heather, Sue, Val, Kathy, Steve, Kerry, Maya 
and Cec put the information into practice and took their 
pots of cutting home to further care for them to have 
both plants for their own gardens or more plants for the 
Heritage Garden planting bees in the future. They made 
sure their pots were well watered first. 
 
A big thanks to Ian for the delicious BBQ cook-up 
afterwards, for Meryl for sharing her experience and 
knowledge and to Dale for being on hand to add 
information and plant material. 

 



A delightful sensory delight! 

 
Plants, Flavours and Fragrances Workshop with Jankees van de Have: 
 

Jankees van de Have’s presentation included a 
review of the history of spices and flavours.  
 
Plants synthesize a large number of aromatic 
components, which trigger our senses of taste 
and smell.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One part of the presentation was devoted to 
Australian native plants and their usage as a 
source of flavours, such as some of the lemon 
scented Gums and Lemon-scented Myrtle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We reviewed interesting details of widely used flavours such as Vanilla and Strawberry, from plant to 
industrial product as we explored the journey from plant to consumer.  
 
 
 
Many of the discussed flavours and 
extracts were available in the form 
of samples.  
 
Thank you Jankees for a very 
informative workshop. 
 
Jankees van de Have is a Volunteer 
Walking Guide with the Brisbane 
City Botanic Gardens and previously 
worked for International Flavours 
and Fragrances Inc. 

 
 



Botanical Art Interest Group learns new skills… 

Twelve members of the Botanical Art Interest Group (Group member of the Friends of the Gardens) 
participated in a 2-day workshop with renowned, botanic artist, Leonie Norton.  

Leonie reinforced the importance of colour charts to match paint colours / blends with plant 
specimens and introduced many to the two-brush technique of applying watercolours. Using a 
magnifying glass to carefully apply fine details was demonstrated, as was the importance of quality 
brushes with fine tips. 

The first day of the workshop focussed on leaves while the second day broadened to flowers with a 
vast array of colour challenges.  

 

  

The resulting artworks have you almost confused as to which leaf / flower to pick up of the page. 

Looking forward to the next exhibition girls… 



What has been happening further afield? 
Eungella Biodiversity Study…  
 
We have been asked to send on some photos of the participants and survey members interactions 
and activities to be included in the proposed book to be edited by Roger Kitching using photos such 
as the ones shown last report. We will also include photos taken late last year, the first part of the 
survey. 
Photos will include collection techniques, collections, flora and fauna including birds and a newly 
discovered semi-slug! 

 
  
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
        Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring Study 
 

        The 2nd official section of research commenced in mid-April and Dale and Irene went back to Mackay    
        to assist Bill McDonald. We are hoping to return in September to undertake final flora surveys and    
        are planning a Friends day to coincide – watch this space. 



 

        Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring Study continues… 
 
        Further collection of Plum Pine Podocarpus elatus, Kangaroo Apple Solanum aviculare and a variety  
        of fern propagules from the road reserve plots apposite Crediton Hall, as well as on the Quandong  
        Lodge property itself also occurred for the MRBG Living Collection. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

      Horticultural Reference Group 
 
The Horticultural Reference Group (Dale, Irene, Grant 
Paterson and Meryl) met on May 6 to commence a year-
long project to develop a Living Collections Plan.  
This document compliments the Master Plan 2010 and 
provides a clear framework, methodology and 
explanation as to why the plants that are grown at the 
botanic gardens - are here, as well as developing 
management strategies to make sure that we have the 
resources to manage these specimens. 
 

       Wild Mt. Blackwood Holly  

From top left clockwise: Irene pressing Pointed Aneilema Aneilema acuminatum for the Herbarium,  
Near the summit of Mt William, Tapeinosperma Tapeinosperma pseudojambosa, on the way into the 

Owens Creek  site all photos © Bill McDonald 



In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
 
Horticulture 
The MRBG crew have been busy with extensive weed control; select tree removal for new plantings 
and dealing with the ‘mini-blow’ of Cyclone Ita that manage to topple several dead and dying trees in 
the Finch Hatton Gorge Waterway.  
 
Due to some remedial tree pruning still being left over from storm events earlier in the year, but also 
due to the fact that there have been many trees planted in recent years that are now coming into 
maturity, pruning has been consuming an increasingly larger portion of our time of late with over 110 
man hours spent on the task this month alone. In particular a large Silky Oak Grevillea robusta tree 
was removed which had split to reveal a rotten centre, in the recent storm events. 
Any major plantings are normally conducted at this time of the year as there is increased soil 
moisture to aid establishment.  This April planting bees included: 

 SGAP Mackay planting bees in the regional forest area with staff assisting: 120 plants installed 

 Staff/volunteer assisted native ‘annual’ plantings in the Orientation, Torres Strait, Whitsunday 
Feature, Sarina - Proserpine: 450 plants planted 

 A new weekday event for the gardens Friends to learn more on basic horticulture as well as 
planting commenced on April 30 and a further 200 plants were added to the collection 

 Additional planting in the Eungella Cloud and Tropical Shade Garden 30 plants 

 Total of 800 new plants this month 

 Preparation also began for a new garden area this month – the Meadowlands Amphitheatre 
Upper Buffer 

 With weather being conducive to plant growth: grass maintenance, general weed control 
(including water weeds) and hedging (PlayGarden, Screens and Hedges, Demonstration 
Garden and Lagoon Street) consumed much of the limited time left. 

 
 

 
 

Team Leader Ross Demuth explaining tree felling techniques 
and highlighting damaged tree structure to MRBG staff 

 



Helping hands from the Friends & SGAP… 
 
SGAP/Garden Friends members joined Ross Demuth and Dale on 5 April and May 3 to further 
enhance the Regional forests with understory planting at two planting bees.  
 
By the end of the mornings a further 150+ plants including… 
…Large-leaved Wilkiea Wilkiea macrophylla ( our first inclusion of this species in the MRBG)   
…Calves’ Tongue Fern Microsorum punctatum.  
…Shepherds Crook Orchid Geodorum densiflorum 
…advanced specimens of Brown Tulip Oak Argyrodendron polyandrum were added to the Pioneer    
    Peaks bed 
…Blood Horn Ochrosia elliptica and Eastern Gondola Bush Tabernaemontana orientalis in the  
    Debella bed north of the railway line.  
…Silky Heads Cymbopogon obtectus,  
…Barbed Wire Grass C. refractus and Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra were added to the triangle  
    around the new Regional Forests sign, just over the Brigalow Bridge.  
 
Some Pandanus sp. and one River Mat-rush Lomandra hystrix that has self-seeded and were 
growing in the wrong ‘bed’ were also transplanted to the swampy western edge of the garden. 
 
One thing we did not expect to find were freshwater turtle/tortoise hatchlings right next to the bubble 
pond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    The first of our new mid-week Heritage Garden bees occurred on April 30.  
    Joining Dale and MRBG gardener Andy were Cec Brown, Heather Melville, Kathy Cant and Steve  
     Lindores.  

 
 
These bees are about some planting (we still 
managed to plant over 100+ annuals!) but also 
incorporate some basic horticultural techniques like 
testing PH with a soil test, dead-heading flowers to 
prolong display, pruning roses, tidying spent leaves 
and planting vegies. The next Heritage Garden Bee 
is on May 21 at 8am, so if you are interested, please 
RSVP and meet at Gardens Administration. 
Friends Theo, Kathy and Anne have also been 
assisting staff on Monday’s with further native 
‘annual’ plantings – primarily Golden Everlasting 
Daisy Xerochrysum bracteatum. Thanks!  

              Hatchling discovery!                                               Clare, David and Sue planting Flax Lilies 



Plant- ed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thirty-four Year 1 children from St Anne’s School in 
Sarina were able to view many stages of the butterfly’s 
life cycle… seeing caterpillars, chrysalis and winged 
adults of the Monarch butterfly and well as many other 
creatures when learning about living things during their 
excursion. They came to the Gardens on April 3rd. 

 Of course they also saw the various stages of the Zodiac moth, and were able to view the bungee 

jumping action of the caterpillar, right before their eyes on their exploration through the Botanic 
Gardens. Equally impressive was seeing a spider actually catching a blue tiger…butterfly that is.  

 

Those bungee jumping caterpillars continued their antics the 
following day when 25 Year four Seaforth School children 
came for a special guided walk. 

25 year seven students also attended but focused on 
creatures, macro-invertebrates and plants founds in watery 
wetland environments. The small creatures were eagerly 
observed such as the Damselfly nymph in the image below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On May 1st and 2nd Mackay West Primary School (108 year 1 children) finally had glorious weather 
over 2 days in which to discover and wonder at Living things and Creature’s features. The meeting 
room and Café deck was arranged to showcase a range of creatures, alive, pinned, photographed or 
seen with information in posters and books.  

 

 

 

Every excursion involves discoveries within the Botanic Gardens, the 
Tropical Shade Garden being a treasure trove for plants, creatures, 
leaf litter and surprises. It seems that we have many large Golden Orb 
spiders at this time of the year and their presence always provides a 
teaching moment regarding habitats and food webs. Zodiac Moths and 
Blue Tiger Butterflies also provide impromptu surprise sightings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Small Explorers… Leaf Hunt…  
 
A smaller number of children and their parents and 
grandparents came to the “Leaf Hunt” Small 
Explorers session on April 28th.  In the meeting 
room was the opportunity to see many different 
shaped and sized leaves, complete a real life 
coconut palm leaf jigsaw, try leaf rubbings and 
matching activities. After a small walk where we 
saw leaves that could be umbrellas, fishing lines 
and food for creatures, the children returned to the 
meeting room to paint leaves to make a colourful 
leaf mobile.  

Exploring the meeting room 
 

 

 Leaf rubbing 

  

        
  

Matching Leaf margins (leaf edges) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Holding a very big leaf 

 

   Painting leaves for a leaf mobile. 



Community 
involvement… 

Maya attended a Reef Catchments 
network meeting at Slade Point’s 
Wetlands Walkabout. This privately 
owned area is being promoted as an 
outdoor learning area, focussing on 
natural wetlands habitat.  ‘Workbooks’ 
are being designed by Reef Catchments 
in consultation with a teacher. Some for 
years 5,6,7 have been achieved at this 
point. Workbooks, involving seven 
stations, were created last year at the 
Botanic Gardens and they complement 
these newer workbooks when large 
groups visit both the Wetlands Walkabout 
and the Botanic Gardens on the same 
day. 

Many community groups were represented at this meeting and were available for teachers to talk to 
in regard to further resources and excursions 

(Reef Catchments; Council representatives from Environment, Waste education, Sustainability, and 
Botanic Gardens; Turtle watch, PCL, SLCMA, Mackay Conservation, Community Gardens, National 
Parks and Wildlife, Coastal Care, Bob and Polly (owners of land), Marjorie Ross (Kinchant Outdoor 
centre), and teachers / staff from kindergartens and schools.) 

 

A very informative book set… selling well! 

  

Weeds of the Mackay 
Whitsunday Region 

& 
Control Options for 

Weeds of the Mackay 
Whitsunday Region 

 
(set - not available 

separately) 

 

You can grab your set at “The Garden’s Shop” in the Botanic Gardens 
for $35.00.  Note *Friend of the Gardens member’s price is $30.00  



International Museum Day (May 18
th

) becomes Museum Week! 

‘Museum collections make connections’. 

In celebration of International Museum Day, held on Sunday, 
May 18, Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens created a new Self-
Guided Walk. The guided walk showcases some of the native 
species of plants that grow in our local region…namely the 
Central Queensland Coast Bioregion. Explore these special 
plants in its “Living Museum” (complete with brochure).  

A special walk will be held on Friday, May 23 from 10am to 
11.30am. Participants will be guided through the gardens to 
discover more about the plants endemic to the local region and 
the Central Queensland Coast bioregion as well as species that 
are ‘threatened in the wild’.  

 

 

 

 

Explosive seed capsules of wild Mt Blackwood Holly  

 
A display of native plants that have “a story to tell” or a connection to local areas, local wildlife, and 
local people is available for viewing in the Botanic Gardens Meeting Room focusing on the 2014 
International Museum Day theme… “Museum collections make connections”. 

Actephila championiae      Neisosperma kilneri 

The activities highlight the core role the botanic gardens play in 
conserving the special collections of native plants within our region 
and highlighting their connection to our region’s history and culture.                Omphalea celata  

 

Hope you enjoyed the latest news from Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens...  

More information call 07 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au

