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The best time to visit during cooler times in our Botanic Gardens.  Enjoy the 

latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’... 

 

Hot off the press and available at “The Gardens Shop”! 

  

Weeds of the Mackay 
Whitsunday Region 

& 
Control Options for 

Weeds of the Mackay 
Whitsunday Region 

 
(set - not available 

separately) 

 

You can grab your set at “The Garden’s Shop” in the Botanic Gardens 
for $35.00.  Note *Friend of the Gardens member’s price is $30.00  

 

Can’t wait for this sensory delight! 

 

Plants, Flavours and Fragrances 
Workshop: 
  
            Friends of the Gardens Special Event:   
               Saturday April 12th 3pm onwards 
               …by Jankees van de Have  

 

Have you booked to come along ? 

          RSVP essential 
 



During this special Plants, Flavours and Fragrances Workshop: presented by 

Jankees van de Have, we will review the history of spices and flavours, we touch on the plants and 
why they produce these compounds, and how they can be analysed. Plants synthesize a large 
number of aromatic components, which trigger our senses of taste and smell. 
One part of the presentation is devoted to Australian native plants and their usage as a source of 
flavours. We review interesting details of widely used flavours such as Vanilla and Strawberry, from 
plant to industrial product as we explore the journey from plant to consumer.  
Many of the discussed flavours and extracts will be available in the form of samples. 
 

Speaking of Flavours… 

              …Stay tuned for the Re-Opening of the Lagoons Café! 
New tenants for the Lagoons Café and Gallery building will moving in soon!   
Keep your ears and eyes open for its reopening date to be announced!  We will tell you. 
The first exhibition to be on display in the revamped Lagoons Café will be…drum roll inserted here…. 

Catherine Dowden’s exhibition titled “A Few Of My Favourite Things”  
     
Catherine’s 2nd exhibition at the Lagoon’s Gallery will showcase 
some of her current artworks, highlighting some of the different 
mediums she has been using, from acrylic paint to pastel 
portraiture. The exhibition shows Catherine’s love of animals 
and how she tries to capture their beautiful spirit and energy 
within the images, while also portraying the unique connection 
between humans and animals. 
 
Her exhibition is scheduled for April, but it may be late April or 
even May before we will see her stunning artworks…  
It will be worth the wait…  

 

We have some new walking guides… Yippee!!! 

Friends of the Gardens Walking Guides Training… Saturday 29th March 2014:   

 
Margaret Lane, Kathy Cant, John Atkinson, Cec Brown, Robin 
McWhinney and Kevin Jackson took the challenge and 
attended the Training session to become Botanic Gardens 
Walking Guides where they learnt some of the ‘tricks of the 
trade’ in leading a Guided Walk.   
The walks… could be the Free Friday Guided Walks presently 
held every Friday morning from 10.00am (April to October)…or 
a guided walk for the Friends in the future either through the 
Botanic Gardens or further -a field. 
 

The Free Friday Guided walks in the Botanic Gardens for the public are easy to do with a range of 
conversation topics (rather than intense plant knowledge) needed. 
 
Visitor’s Services Officer, Maya Harrison led this training session 
and included a ‘demonstration guided walk’. Maya is looking 
forward to participants leading Guided Walks in the future and the 
guides sharing with visitors with their own unique style. No two 
guided walks will ever be the same. 
To gain confidence, some of the participants will join Maya on her 
Free Friday Guided walks to soak up the information she shares 
with visitors. 



Friends of the Gardens Planting Bee held on Saturday March 22nd:  
 
    Threatening skies did not put us off…! 
    We have worked under rainy conditions before. 
 

 

 

 

 

     

…Nor were we put off by long grasses or muddy conditions (we do 
supply gloves at our planting bees), but some people like to get their 
hands dirty while helping the Botanic Gardens extend their plant 
collection. 

 

The Garden Friends planted 200+ specimen trees and lagoon edge buffer plantings on the flats 
adjacent to the Amphitheatre and the lagoon slopes to the north in the Meadowlands section of the 
Botanic Gardens at their first Planting Bee for 2014.  Plants installed are all typical of low, wet areas 
of Mackay. Dale and John Atkinson made sure all the plants were allocated to their correct places, 
keeping just ahead of the efficient planters. Watering in – an important task even in the sodden 
conditions – was completed by Maya and Kevin, whilst Dale joined in with MRBG crew members 
Ross and Ashley to complete mulching around the specimen trees.  . 

   

 Thanks go to all those that helped, especially to the wonderful morning tea spread supplied and 
prepared by Robin and Meryl for propagating all the plants. What would we do without you all? 



Help needed for another Planting Bee just for Children…  

April 2014 School Holiday activities… 

 Green Eggs and Bees? - A “gardening” school holiday 
activity… just before the Easter holidays.  
10 Children each day will participate in a planting bee, planting 
special plants that will add to the Botanic Gardens Collection 
over in the Meadowlands section of the Botanic Gardens. The 
children won’t be working hard all the time as they will also 
have some fun finding green eggs ????… 
 to trade for chocolate ones later on. 

 Meet at the Meadowlands Amphi- theatre. 10am -12noon. 

April: Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th, Thursday 17th  

Call Maya on 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au if you can assist. 
 

 
BGEN: Botanic Gardens Education Network: 
Both Maya and Dale participated in a teleconference on Thursday March 6th with other Botanic 
Garden Educators. BGEN is a working party branch of BGANZ and is creating opportunities for 
educators and Visitors Services officers to network, share ideas and resources and inspire best 
practice and outcomes in areas of education, volunteers, interpretation and engaging communities in 
understanding the core roles of Botanic Gardens. 
 
Attendance included… 
Chair: Steve Speer (ANBG) Minutes:  Sharon Willoughby (RBGC) BGANZ secretaire Eamonn 
Flanagan, Janelle Hatherly (SBG), Maya Harrison (MRBG), Dale Arvidsson (MRBG and BGANZ 
President), Michael O’Connor (WBG). 

 
Discussion included BGEN Charter; Membership; Web Portal 
for forums& library of resources; two BGEN Projects proposals 
*(Climate Watch and Food Stories), BGANZ newsletter 
survey, and the Impact of National Curriculum on school 
excursions to botanic gardens; and finally Bjarne K Dahl Trust 
grants and possible BGEN application. 
 
From this teleconference, Maya has looked into the Climate 
Watch project and will incorporate some of the signage ideas 
within our Botanic Gardens. The Community will be informed 
of how they can contribute to climate watch research (via 
species of plants and animals to watch over time using mobile 
technology) from the information they gain from the proposed 
signage. 
 
Right outside the front door of the Administration building are 
three newly planted Wheel of Fire trees (this species is 
already included in the Climate watch species), presenting a 
great place to promote the project to visitors)… in your face! 
 

 
We are also hoping to apply for a grant to help us fund this signage Climate watch project and 
another signage project titled Care for the Rare which raises awareness of species that are 
threatened, vulnerable or rare. 
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More Signage: Torres Strait Islander signage: 
 
Update on this project includes Kerry McNeill and Maya 
working on the images and text of the smaller garden signs. 
This involves taking photos of plants and creating interesting 
and accurate text to engage not only the community but to 
give the Torres Strait islanders a sense of place and an 
education tool for their youth. A collection of 2-3 signs for 
each island grouping is planned including typical food plants 
and flowers used in celebration and feasting. In time 
brochures will also compliment this project. 
 
A meeting to present the final large signage at the shelter and obelisk style sign at the entrance to the 
Magani Malu Kes path (meaning Sea Passage) to the Torres Strait Island elders and other members 
of this community was held yesterday Monday 31st March. We are looking forward to have this new 
signage in place in time for NAIDOC week so the launch of the signage in the botanic gardens can be 
included in the weeklong celebrations (possibly a celebration on Saturday 12 July. 
 

In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
 

Horticulture 
The MRBG crew have also been busy with extensive pruning, selective tree removal for new 
plantings and staying on top of the grass. Some Friends ask why the botanic gardens are chopping 
down trees rather than planting them? A Botanic Garden is not a national park – but a managed site 
where the origins of the plant are as important as the inherent beauty or habitat value. It's a collection 
– like a library, museum or art gallery – and just as the library has a sale each year to clean out stock 
of old or duplicate books, botanic gardens remove trees that are either 'past their use by' date, or to 
make way for new, better plants. When the botanic gardens were first built, many trees that were 
already on site had been planted purely for amenity. Some - like the Caribbean Pitch Pines in the 
Gymnosperm Garden were left as they could be integrated into the story that this garden would tell, 
but others that were planned from day one for long term removal – were left on site for shade, wind 
protections and habitat. With so many thousands of trees planted at the botanic gardens over the 
past 10 years, it is time to remove some of these trees to make way for many more. Some trees on 
site have also recently been listed in the new ‘Weeds of the Mackay Whitsundays Region” – including 
Java Plum Syzygium cumini, Golden Shower Tree Cassia fistula and Yellow Poinciana Peltophorum 
pterocarpum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
             The new Timber Trees Arboretum         An ancient Hoop pine 



Helping hands from the Friends… 
 

Friends Cec Brown, Bob Debondi and Theo Pace assisted 
MRBG crew with midweek plantings.  
200+ plants were installed from the Orientation Gardens, 
through the Tropical Shade, Palm Walk and Gymnosperm 
Gardens including the first of the 'winter' annuals including 
Golden Everlasting Daisy Xerochrysum bracteatum and Yellow 
Flowered Daisy Acmella grandiflora var. brachyglossa.  
 
Whilst these plants are not true annuals, they put on such a 
show across the cooler months and perform poorly during the 
wet - that for best display, they are replaced each year. Meryl 
Ritchie has been growing several hundred of the Gold 
Everlasting Daisies due to be planted out in May, so if any 
Friends can't get the planting ‘bug’ out of their system – they 
can join the MRBG crew planting these out in early May.   

 

Herbarium… 
 

Herbarium Report from Irene Champion: Monday 31 March saw all 4 members, Ann, Clare, Gloria 
and Irene present.  10 Botanical Specimens for Identification had been completed off-site and 8 of 
the 10 relevant specimens were withdrawn from the bundles of specimens waiting to be sent to 
Brisbane.  
 

Horticultural Reference Group (HRG)… 
 

The Horticultural Reference Group (Dale, Irene, Grant Paterson and Meryl) met to further refine the 
Water Wise plant list for Mackay Regional Council Water Services. The list has been immediately 
adopted by Council and has been sent to Townsville Council as well. The MRBG could not operate 
without the assistance of our knowledgeable Friends and we appreciate the 11+ years of assistance 
Grant, Irene and Meryl have provided. Also discussed were key species for the future Meadowlands 
planting based on the Central Queensland Coast bioregion’s Regional Ecosystems. 
 

BGANZ… Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand… 
 

 
 
Dale used some time off work to both fulfil his role as BGANZ President whilst also fact finding for the 
MRBG on a 3 day visit to Canberra. Taking down seedlings grown by Irene Champion as part of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the MRBG, Australian National Botanic Gardens (ANBG) 
and SGAP Mackay, a full day spent at ANBG discussing nationally important issues with the ANBG’s 
executive director and BGANZ council member, Dr Judy West, tours of a number of facilities 
including the seed store and viewing their state-of the art-nursery and plant holding facility.  

                        ANBG Seed Bank                                  ANBG Nursery Inland Australia section
    



ANBG’s curator of Living Collections, David Taylor, the ANBG’s Senior Horticulturist Toby Golson 
and Dale also completed paperwork that allows the transfer from the ANBG of wild collected plants 
for our Gymnosperm Forest.  
 
Dale also undertook discussions with Dr Lucy Sutherland 
from the Australian Seed Bank Partnership on external 
funding and grants and potential expansion of the 
National Seed Bank project planning and meetings with 
the BGANZ Executive to discuss the next phase of the 
Business Plan and the revamp of 'The Botanic Garden' – 
the 3 monthly newsletters from BGANZ (see attached).  
 
Next stop – Brisbane where Dale met with the BGANZ 
Qld Region President Kate Heffernan and Secretary 
Lawrie Smith to discuss the delivery and development of 
the Qld Botanic Trail… (come and get your copy of the 
new trail brochure at the Gardens Sho), the upcoming 
International Horticultural Congress in Brisbane in 
August where the 3 of us will be ‘botanic hosts’ on the 
bus trips for delegates. 
 

Eungella Biodiversity Study… 
Maya has been back up the mountain to Eungella to learn more from the scientific team conducting 
the Eungella Biodiversity study… 
This time Maya went out in the field and had some ‘hands on’ experience in gaining information and 
collecting creates from…  

  Bark Sprays  (Elliott)            Bark Sprays  (Jess)          Leaf Litter collecting (Claire and Chris) 
 

  
Malaise trapping                                                       Dragonfly capture. 



Beetle, Ant and other crawling animals Pitfalls… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris makes the hole for the tube where the creatures will crawl into. As he builds up the earth 
around the top of the tube, there is a removable cap on the tube to prevent the dirt falling in.  
Once the ground is prepared with a little rise / hill, the cap is removed and the killing liquid is ready. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A roof is then placed over the uncovered tube and we wait to see what comes a crawling and  
falling in. Chris is hoping for lots of Ants and that is his main focus. 
 
Maya also had the opportunity to photograph the Macleay’s Swallowtail Butterfly and almost see the 
Eungella Honeyeaters. Elliott also gave some ‘in the field’ bird call recognition experience. 
 

     
A tiny mantid was one of the creatures caught                Macleay’s swallowtail. 
during bark spraying.  
 



Small explorers… 
Many small children and their parents and grandparents came to the first Small Explorers session for 
2014. It was Wildlife in the Gardens which always brings a big crowd. 25 children had booked in a 
week before the event. Knowing this Maya called in reinforcements and Carolyn came to the rescue, 
not only being there on the day but bringing in a large praying mantis, Stick insect and Grasshoppers. 
There were lots of Bungee Jumping Caterpillars to see! 
 

   
Carolyn showing a Zodiac caterpillar Maya leading the way to see the lizards and dragonflies 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Predicting the large crowd Small Explorers spread to the café deck area too.  

   

Books and reading stories are always 
part of the Small Explorers sessions 
and Lucas certainly enjoys the 
Bungee Jumping Caterpillars book. 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant-ed  

School education sessions have also been popular… despite some rain postponements. 

 

Mackay North Primary School have broken their rain 
delayed spell and 73 year one children visited the Botanic 
Gardens on Tuesday 18th march to discover and wonder 
at Living things and Creature’s  features. The meeting 
room and Café deck was arranged to showcase a range 
of creatures, alive, pinned, photographed or seen with 
information in posters and books. 



 

One of the three group’s response 
when they saw… a Golden Orb 
Spider catch a Blue Tiger butterfly and 
wrap it up in it silky thread during their 
guided walk with Maya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The displays and opportunity to see the live creatures up close certainly increased their engagement 
in learning about creature’s features, and habitats. 

   

High Schools visit too… 

Monday March 31st, 17 Year 9 Japanese students from Northern 
beaches High School visited the Botanic Gardens and found out 
about our Japanese sister city relationship with Matsuura. 
 The “Matsuura Team” from Council’s Community Development 
(Kathryn, Leah, Shona and 
Japanese speaker Naoko) 
joined Maya to explain the 
ongoing relationship and also 
to take them to see the 
Matsuura gifts of the Japanese 
cranes (similar to Australian 
Brolgas), snow viewing 
lantern, and the living logo of 
Matsuura. 
    
 
 

Hope you enjoyed the latest news from Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens...   

More information call 07 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  
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