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Summer is over and we look forward to cooler times in our Botanic Gardens .  

Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’... 

 

“The Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens are an every changing 
place!”  This sentence has been said and heard many times and there have certainly been 

some changes occurring. 
 

Alas…The Café and Restaurant on the Lagoons has ceased trading and we are presently awaiting 

new tenants for the Café building. While the Café is closed… so too is the Lagoons Gallery.  
Exhibitions planned for February, March and maybe April have been rescheduled… 
 

'All Nature is but Art’…      
… will perhaps appear next year around the same time in 
February.  
Then you will be able to come and view a collection of 
seeds, leaves, wings and things provided by nature that 
have taken on an artistic perspective. View creations 
including weaving, photography and installations.  
 
Featured image is Skeleton leaf scan by Maya Harrison.      

 

 ‘The Mates Exhibition No 3’… available for viewing in November 2014. 
 

 
Roy Huff and Merv Nairn, ‘The Mates’, are still painting and 
their third exhibition at the Lagoons Gallery showcases acrylic 
paintings inspired by nature. There is a wide range of 
creatures, landscapes, plants and flowers to enjoy. 
 
 
Featured image is Sunset by Roy Huff 
 
 
 

Catherine Dowden’s exhibition titled “A few Of My Favourite Things”  
 
Catherine’s 2nd exhibition at the Lagoon’s Gallery will showcase 
some of her current artworks, highlighting some of the different 
mediums she has been using, from acrylic paint to pastel 
portraiture. The exhibition shows Catherine’s love of animals 
and how she tries to capture their beautiful spirit and energy 
within the images, while also portraying the unique connection 
between humans and animals. 
 
Her exhibition is scheduled for April, but it may be late April or 
May before we will see her stunning artworks. Her exhibition 
will be the first exhibition with new Café tenants. 
 



In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
Cyclone Dylan damage at the MRBG… we survived well! This is what we reported last 

newsletter, but here is the latest… 
 
Horticulture…February 2014 

 Cyclone Dylan saw the end of the wet season but also lead to damage or loss of some of the 
collection.  Ongoing reparatory works (pruning, tree staking, tree removals, shade sail 
reinstallation and barricade reinstallation) consumed much of the first half of February.  100 staff 
hours was spent at this in the first week alone, with further damage recorded as weakened 
branches and in some cases, entire trees gave way after the event. 

 To make best use of the equipment at hand, some non-essential pruning (mostly canopy lifting 
and formative pruning) was carried out in unison with reparatory works. With the wet finally here 
grass maintenance, general weed control and hedging (PlayGarden, Screens and Hedges, City 
gates area and Focus Garden) consumed much of the rest of the grounds staff’s available time. 

 Scheduled maintenance in the stage 2 areas (Australian Regional Flora Terraces, Geology, 
Coastal Lowland) and Heritage Garden consumed what little time was left of the month with some 
tasks having to be rescheduled for a later date. 

  
 

Did you notice?  
We can read labels in the Botanic Gardens again. 

Plant label heroes! 
Responding to the call out for help… with placing out plant labels, 
Steve Lindores and Kathy Cant braved a wet morning to 
commence the process on February 20.  Whilst the ‘wet season’ 
is the best time to place these out due to the soft ground, little did 
the trio (including Dale)  know that the light showers would 
increase into a steady downpour as the morning progressed. Rain 
jackets were donned and the intrepid trio continued. However, by 
9am with nary a dry item of clothing between them, the three 
called it quits. But what dedication!  
 
A second session in fine and dry conditions occurred on February 
27 and planned again for March 5. Already a large dint in the 
labels has occurred and a huge thanks to Steve and Kathy is 
offered for lending a welcome hand. 

 
Speaking of labels… 
We are wondering if the Friends of the Gardens may do a little research for us or maybe someone 
already has a great idea. The present label system uses a plastic spike with a sticky label printed on 
the computer, adhered to it. We have found over the years the labels are not lasting as long as they 
used to… the ink fades or completely disappears… at a rapid pace! We think that this may be due to 
more environmentally friendly inks which just don’t have the same lasting strength.  

 
 
 
So… we are looking for a label system which will be low in cost, be able to be 
easily updated, be easily read and last for quite a few years, easy to install 
and vandal/ theft proof. Any suggestions? 

 
 



What have the Friends of the Gardens been up to? 
 
Friends Guided Walk and Welcome 2014 BBQ 
 

The Gardens Friends welcome walk and BBQ on 
February 15 was well attended and visited the 
‘original part of the botanic gardens site – the 
Regional Forests – commenced in 1995 and 
1998 by SGAP Mackay. Dale was joined by 
Irene Champion to provide the history of this 
section of the Gardens (as Dale was just a 
young 20-something lad living in Bundaberg at 
the time all this occurred!), the early days of 
planting, the different themes and places 
represented and some of the special plants. This 
was followed by the traditional welcome to 2014 

barbeque on the decks of the visitors centre overlooking the lagoons as the sun set. Dale and Maya 
then outlined the long list of planned Friends events for the year. We are going to be busy! 

 
 
   
 View of the Lagoon and to the right the three 
specific natural forest groupings representing 
Koumala range, Pioneer peaks and Reliance Creek.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dale and Garden Friends stand beneath the railway overpass.  
The funds received to offset the impact of the new rail route set in    
 motion the Botanic Gardens concept and the first stage of native    
 habitat planting. Near this walkway, platypuses are often seen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Looking up to see the web of the 
Golden orb Spider also gave us the 
opportunity to appreciate the growth that 
has occurred in these sections of the 
Botanic Gardens. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



NEW DATE! For Friends of the Gardens Walking Guides Training:  
Saturday 29th March 2014:  10am – 1.00pm with a lunch to follow. 

Cyclone Hadi prompted Maya to postpone the 
session On March 8th and then it turned out to be a 
beautiful day… You just can’t predict the weather!  
This Training session will be an opportunity for 
Friends of the Gardens to learn some of the ‘tricks of 
the trade’ in leading a Guided Walk. 
The walks… could be the Free Friday Guided Walks 
presently held every Friday morning from 10.00am 
(April to October)…or a guided walk for the Friends 
in the future either through the Botanic Gardens or 
further -a field. 
The Free Friday Guided walks in the Botanic 
Gardens for the public are easy to do with a range of 
conversation topics (rather than intense plant 
knowledge) needed. 
 
Topics for Guided Walks in our Botanic Gardens could include…  

 a bit of the history of the Botanic Gardens (the deck signs can help you out here),  

 knowledge of some of the features in the Botanic Gardens (Buildings, Malta Garden arches, 
Finch Hatton Gorge waterway, Wharf logs, Christopher Trotter Sculpture,  

 some information regarding some of the plants in the Shade Garden and around the buildings 
(eg. some of our special plants like the Mt Blackwood Holly …our emblem)  

 some Tourist or general information of things around Mackay, 

 possibly a little bit of creature information too… (Bungee Jumping Caterpillars). 
 
Visitor’s Services Officer, Maya Harrison will lead this training session and include a ‘demonstration 
guided walk’. Make sure you bring along a hat, comfortable shoes, and a water bottle for when we go 
on the walk.  
Notes will also be provided.     Cost Free:  RSVP essential by Wednesday 26th March.  
Call Maya on 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
 

Friends of the Gardens Planting Bee:   
Saturday March 22nd: 8.30am – 12 noon 

One of a variety of regular activities the Friends of 
the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens group 
participate in.  

The Garden Friends will be planting in the Meadowlands 
section of the Botanic Gardens at their first Planting Bee 
on Saturday March 22. Park in the parking area off 
Alexandra Street and meet at the Meadowlands Amphi-
theatre at 8.30am. Remember to wear covered-in shoes 
and slip, slop, slap. Morning tea will be provided. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Planting Bees offer all budding green thumbs a chance 
to get their hands dirty and help the Gardens extend their 

plant collection.  
For those new to the Botanic Gardens planting bees, please be there at 8.30 for an essential small induction / 
guide to planting.  Cost Free: 

 

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au


Help needed for another Planting Bee just for Children…  

April 2014 School Holiday activities… 

Green Eggs and Bees? - A “gardening” school holiday activity… just before the Easter holidays.  
10 Children each day will participate in a planting bee, planting special plants that will add to the 
Botanic Gardens Collection over in the Meadowlands section of the Botanic Gardens. The children 
won’t be working hard all the time as they will also have some fun finding green eggs ????… 
 to trade for chocolate ones later on. 

 Meet at the Meadowlands Amphi- theatre. 10am -12noon. 

April: Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th, Thursday 17th  

Call Maya on 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au if you can assist. 

Friends of the Gardens Special Event:   
Saturday April 12

th
 3pm onwards.   

Plants, Flavours and Fragrances Workshop: 

Plants synthesize a large number of 
aromatic components, which trigger our 
senses of taste and smell. During this 
special workshop, presented by Jankees 
van de Have, we will review the history of 
spices and flavours, we touch on the plants 
and why they produce these compounds, 
and how they can be analysed.  
One part of the presentation is devoted to 
Australian native plants and their usage as 
a source of flavours. We review interesting 
details of widely used flavours such as 
Vanilla and Strawberry, from plant to 
industrial product as we explore the journey 
from plant to consumer.  
 

Many of the discussed flavours and extracts will be available in the form of samples. 
 
Jankees van der Have is a Daussie (Dutch background, 
Australian citizen) and a Volunteer Guide with the Brisbane 
Botanic Gardens. In 1983 he graduated from the University 
of Leiden in the Netherlands, majoring in Microbiology and 
Biochemistry. Between 1983 and 2005, Jankees worked in 
various Research & Development positions in the food- 
and food ingredients industry. The last 10 years of this 
period he worked for IFF (International Flavours and 
Fragrances Inc.), as regional R&D director Europe, Africa, 
Middle East and India, so he certainly knows the scented 
side of plants! This is certain to be a sensory experience, 
to say the least. Fragrant Feasting on the deck will follow. 
 
RSVP essential by Wednesday 9th April. 

For more information or to RSVP, contact the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens on 49 527300 or 
email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au .  

 

Speaking of Flavours…Stay tuned for the Re-Opening of the Lagoons Café! 
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