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Welcome to a New Year with lots of exciting things planned for you all to enjoy 

in whatever way you can.  Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’... 

 
STOP PRESS … 'The BOTANICA' Calendar 2014 has been REDUCED! To $7.50 

 
The calendar… a 
project created by the 
Friends of the 
Gardens and the 
Botanic Art Interest 
Group (BAIG) 
contains botanical art 
works, selected from 
the BAIG Annual 
Exhibitions from 2009 
– 2012.  
 
The calendar is now 
available for purchase 
at half price for $7.50. 
 
 
 
Contact the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens on  
07 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au to secure 

your copy. Purchases can be made over the phone and paid with credit card and then posted to you 
($5.00 postage) if you can’t come into “The Garden’s Shop”. No excuses to miss out on one of these 
delights now! 

 

Lagoons Gallery Exhibitions… 
 

Simply The Best!  Was on show from Wednesday 4th December 2013 – 19th January 2014 

Creative Shots Photo Club’s Annual Exhibition  

 

Creative Shots Photo Club members had been out and 
about taking many different styles of photographs during 
their many outings and events. Members chose what they 
consider their Best Shot!  
 
This combination of images made for an exciting exhibition 
that was on display from 4th December to 19th January at 
the Lagoons Gallery, Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.   
Visitors to the exhibition were also encouraged to vote for 
the image they felt was Simply The Best! of the exhibition. 
Always welcoming new members, you can find out more 
about the club at www.creativeshots.com.au.   
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Now showing… 
'All Nature is but Art’     …Wednesday January 22nd - Sunday March 2nd 2014   
 

Come and view a collection of seeds, leaves, 
wings and things provided by nature that have 
taken on an artistic perspective. View creations 
including weaving, photography and 
installations. The January 2014 school holiday 
activities have also inspired children to create 
and their work can be seen in the showcases in 
the Lagoons Gallery. 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons 
Gallery is open Wednesday to Sunday from 9am 
- 4pm. 
 

Featured image is Skeleton leaf scan by Maya Harrison.     Exhibition Cost: Free 
 
 

Coming in March… 
‘The Mates Exhibition No 3’   …Wednesday 5th March – Sunday 6th April 2014 
 

Roy Huff and Merv Nairn, ‘The Mates’, are still painting and 
their third exhibition at the Lagoons Gallery showcases 
acrylic paintings inspired by nature. There is a wide range of 
creatures, landscapes, plants and flowers to enjoy. 
 
‘The Mates Exhibition No 3’ is on display at the Lagoons 
Gallery Wednesday 5th March – Sunday 6th April 2014 at the 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens. Lagoons Gallery is open 
Wednesday to Sunday from 9am - 4pm.  
 
Cost: Free         Featured image is Sunset by Roy Huff 
 
 
Contact Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au or visit the Botanic 
Gardens website www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au  for more information. 
 
 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT… 

Coastal Photo Competition on display… 

Coastcare utilized the Botanic Gardens display boards during 
early weeks in December to display their Coastal Photo 
Competition to the community. 
 

There was a fantastic array of photos displaying the diversity in 
what it is people love about the coast; from morning walks, 
playing with their kids, or simply enjoying the natural beauty of the 
beach for their inaugural ‘What do you LOVE about the coast?’ 
photo competition. 
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There was a lot happening for the Kids over the School 
Holidays… 

December School Holiday activities… 
So popular last year, we offered it again… “Jingle 
bells tinkling at the Gardens”:  

A Creative treat with a tinkling walk… Over 50 children and 
some involved adults too created a decorative ‘Jingle bells 
mobile’ from gum-nuts, other bell shapes and sparkly bits and 
pieces after a search of Nature’s 
Christmas decorations hidden in 

the Botanic Gardens. The two hour sessions were held twice on each 
of these three days…December: Tuesday 17th, 18th, and 19th. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Then there were the January School Holiday activities…  

There were 3 different activities over the 3 weeks. All sessions were fully booked with long Waiting 
Lists in case of cancellations. 

 

Week 1...  Turn over a new Leaf… MAGNIFIED! 

The world of leaves, their shapes and sizes, are exciting to 
explore and then create with…  The 2 hour session included 
a short walk, using Magnifiers and later Microscopes and the 
children made some artistic creations using leaves as 
inspiration. Some of these creations are currently on display 
in the All Nature is But Art Exhibition. 

Connor Brodie was inspired by Nature when observing a 
leaf through a microscope.  
He drew what he saw…veins and oil dots… taking time to 
look and then draw a line and then look again, over and over. 
A budding botanist perhaps? 
 
 
 
This leaf print creation was 
made by Gabby Dhu 
 



Week 2... “Winged Wonders”   

                                             
   Trying to catch   
    green Jewel    
    Bugs! 

 

Who is that fluttering? Children were introduced to bug and beetles, dragonflies, damselflies and 
other insects with wings during a walk through the Gardens. Do they all begin their lives with wings? 
What is the largest winged insect? Trying to catch some of these winged wonders was a challenge. 
Creating one to fly home was a lot easier.  

 

Week 3... Metamorphism Magic…  Life cycles 
 

Almost magical changes happen inside 
chrysalises and cocoons. It is called 
metamorphism. Caterpillars which crawl along 
on stumpy little legs transform into delicate 
winged creatures called Moths and Butterflies.  
This North Queensland Day moth showcased its whole life cycle for 
us and its caterpillars “bungee jumping” from the Omphalea celata 
Trees enthralled the children and made the news… 

 
Many other creatures have metamorphism as part of 
their life cycles from egg to adult. 
Maya also had ant lions, damselfly nymphs, green 
ant’s nests, newly hatched harlequin bugs, 
rhinoceros beetles and newly hatched caterpillars to 
showcase different life cycle stages. They inspired 
creativity too. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



What have the Friends of the Gardens been up to? 
 
 

WHAT A WONDERFUL EVENT! 
Christmas in the Gardens held on Sunday Dec 15:  5.30 - 8.30pm 

 

Christmas in the Gardens featured well-known local entertainers 
for an evening of family enjoyment. Members from the Mackay 
Choral Society, Duo Kathleen Cambell and Sarah Regan and 
ever popular Anette Worthington were the performers.  

A huge crowd stretched from the 
children’s dance area near the Finch 
Hatton Gorge Waterway (creek area in front of Cafe) all the way back to the 
hedges near the road edge of the Tropical Sun Garden Lawn. We 
estimated the crowd was 700 – 900 strong.  ‘Friends of the Gardens’ had 
their ever-popular raffles, glow candles, bracelets, and Christmas 
songbooks for sale. BOTANICA 2014 calendars were also available for 
$15.00. 
The Friends declared it was a particularly great fundraising event with 
perfect conditions with only the sprinklers coming on to add some hint of 
rain. Moving the event to Sunday may have contributed to the numbers as 
the event was not competing with the Walkerston’s Christmas carols. A 

huge thanks to Anette Worthington for emceeing the event at short notice. 

Big Thanks to Volunteer Garden Friends…Thanks go to our Volunteer Friends of 

the Gardens for their assistance during School Holiday Activities. The Friends assisted MRBG with 
customer queries and souvenirs sales when Administration staff was on leave and the Visitors 
Services Officer was conducting School Holiday activities. Thanks Friends… Jan Sampson and 
Marion Brown… 
The Friends also volunteer every Sunday to operate The Garden’s Shop and provide information to 
visitors of the Botanic Gardens. 

Friends of the Gardens, Carolyn Atkinson and daughter Kate, 
Kevin Jackson and Visitor Services Officer, Maya Harrison, 
also participated in the Paxton’s Night markets on 13th 
December 2013.  
Live Bungee Jumping Caterpillars delighted children and 
adults with their antics and helped to sell the locally produced 
children’s book ‘The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars” while also 
raising the profile of the MRBG in the process.  
The BOTANICA 2014 calendar was also available for sale.  
They also appeared at the Saturday Showground markets in 
January. What a busy crew! 



Marks these dates in your 2014 Calendar… You know the one… 

…the one you bought from The Gardens’ Shop…The BOTANICA 2014 Calendar! 
 

February Saturday 15
th

 2014…  
Friends Guided Walk and Welcome 2014 BBQ 

This guided walk starting at 4.00pm will be in the Regional 
Forest precinct of the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens where 
there are lots of interesting plants to view. The original Regional 
Forest of the Botanic Gardens was planted in 1995 with the 
garden beds north of the railway line planted in 1998 so this is 
considered the oldest part of our Botanic Gardens.  

The walk will be hosted by Dale Arvidsson, Curator of the 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens and Irene Champion, long 
time member of the Society for Growing Australian Plants 
(SGAP) Mackay Branch. 

 

Park in the car park of the Australian South Sea Islander Hut and after the walk please relocate to the main car 
park of the Botanic Gardens (9 Lagoon Street) for a welcome to 2014 BBQ on the Lagoon Lookout Deck. 
Participants are asked to bring either a salad or a sweets dish to share at the BBQ.  

RSVP essential by Wednesday 12th February. 

 

Friends of the Gardens Walking Guides Training:  
Saturday 8

th
 March 2014:  10am – 1.00pm with a lunch to follow. 

 

This will be an opportunity for Friends of the Gardens 
to learn some of the ‘tricks of the trade’ in leading a 
Guided Walk. 
The walks… could be the Free Friday Guided Walks 
presently held every Friday morning from 10.00am 
(April to October)…or a guided walk for the Friends in 
the future either through the Botanic Gardens or 
further -a field. 
The Free Friday Guided walks in the Botanic Gardens 
for the public are easy to do with a range of 
conversation topics (rather than intense plant 
knowledge) needed. 
 
 
 

Topics could include…  
…a bit of the history of the Botanic Gardens (the deck signs can help you out here),  
…knowledge of some of the features in the Botanic Gardens (Buildings, Malta Garden arches, Finch Hatton 
Gorge waterway, Wharf logs, Christopher Trotter Sculpture,  
…some information regarding some of the plants in the Shade Garden and around the buildings (eg. some of 
our special plants like the Mt Blackwood Holly …our emblem)  
…some Tourist or general information of things around Mackay, 
…and possibly a little bit of creature information too… (Bungee Jumping Caterpillars). 
 
Maya Harrison will lead this training session and include a ‘demonstration guided walk’.  
Make sure you bring along a hat, comfortable shoes, and a water bottle for when we go on the walk.  
Notes will also be provided. 

Cost Free:  RSVP essential by Wednesday 5th March 

For more information on any of our events and activities… Contact the Botanic Gardens on 49527300 or email 
botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
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Friends of the Gardens Planting Bee:   
Saturday March 22nd: 8.30am – 12 noon 

One of a variety of regular activities the Friends of 
the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens group 
participate in.  

The Garden Friends will be planting in the Meadowlands 
section of the Botanic Gardens at their first Planting Bee 
on Saturday March 22. Park in the parking area off 
Alexandra Street and meet at the Meadowlands Amphi-
theatre at 8.30am. Remember to wear covered-in shoes 
and slip, slop, slap. Morning tea will be provided. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Planting Bees offer all budding green thumbs a chance 
to get their hands dirty and help the Gardens extend their 

plant collection.  
For those new to the Botanic Gardens planting bees, please be there at 8.30 for an essential small induction / 
guide to planting.  Cost Free: 
 

Friends of the Gardens Special Event:   
Saturday April 12

th
 3pm onwards.   

Plants, Flavours and Fragrances Workshop: 

Plants synthesize a large number of 
aromatic components, which trigger our 
senses of taste and smell. During this 
special workshop, presented by Jankees 
van de Have, we will review the history of 
spices and flavours, we touch on the plants 
and why they produce these compounds, 
and how they can be analysed.  
One part of the presentation is devoted to 
Australian native plants and their usage as 
a source of flavours. We review interesting 
details of widely used flavours such as 
Vanilla and Strawberry, from plant to 
industrial product as we explore the journey 
from plant to consumer.  
 

Many of the discussed flavours and extracts will be available in the form of samples. 
 
Jankees van der Have is a Daussie (Dutch background, Australian citizen) and a Volunteer Guide 
with the Brisbane Botanic Gardens. In 1983 he graduated from the University of Leiden in the 
Netherlands, majoring in Microbiology and Biochemistry. Between 1983 and 2005, Jankees worked 
in various Research & Development positions in the food- and food ingredients industry. The last 10 
years of this period he worked for IFF (International Flavours and Fragrances Inc.), as regional R&D 
director Europe, Africa, Middle East and India, so he certainly knows the scented side of plants! This 
is certain to be a sensory experience, to say the least. Feasting on the deck will follow. 
 
RSVP essential by Wednesday 9th April. 

For more information or to RSVP, contact the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens on 49 527300 or 
email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au .  
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Sunday in the Park…  

This recurring event has finished at the Botanic Gardens.  
 
Dave Wilson who used to co-ordinate this event has moved to 
Brisbane. 

We will miss this FREE event held each month on the third Sunday 
started by Dave Wilson in April 2006 at Queens Park after the 
demise of the Mackay Folk Club. It moved to the Botanic Gardens in 
September 2007. Thank you, Dave Wilson and all the wonderful 
performers, for providing us with nearly 7 years of wonderful local 
entertainment for our community.  
 

February is fabulous for Fungi… 

 

Strange and smelly fruits appear in the Mackay Regional 
Botanic Gardens…  
 
Are they at your place too? 
 
Mysterious objects are appearing with almost magical speed of growth 
intriguing us with their colours, shapes and smells. The strange things popping 
up in the gardens and lawns here at the Botanic Gardens are the fruiting 
bodies of Fungi. Fungi vary in size from microscopic yeasts and moulds to 
bracket fungi a metre or more in width. 
 
 Fungi are different from all other plants. Fungi have a complete lack of the 

green pigment called Chlorophyll and they reproduce by spores, not seeds.  
As much as we might not like the weather conditions at the moment, for Fungi, the combination of humidity, 
temperature and the kind of soil they are in is just right for them to produce spores to germinate. 
Mushrooms, toadstools, stinkhorns and other strange shaped growths are ‘fruits’…just like an apple is the 
fruit of the apple tree.  These strange ‘fruits’ sole function is to produce spores and they have many variations 
in how they achieve this and then have them dispersed.  
 
Visiting the Botanic Gardens during our damp weather, you will see many varieties of fungi, including 
stinkhorns (like those pictured). All you need to do is follow your nose… 
 

STOP PRESS:  
In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 
Cyclone Dylan damage at the MRBG… we survived well! 
 
Cyclone Dylan, a category 2 cyclone crossed the coast this morning (January 31st 2014) at 4am 
approximately 140 kms north-west of Mackay.  Damage was less than predicted at the MRBG with 
only 9 -10 medium-sized trees felled, but with extensive damage to many limbs and smaller shrubs 
that may necessitate removal of further specimens at a later stage.  
 
All paths except for the Tropical Shade Garden have been cleared and are open, with only the 
Eulamere Boardwalk remaining closed due to the high tides over the weekend. 
Staff will work throughout next week to remove all damaged specimens and will undertake a detailed 
inspection of tilted and wind damaged specimens to either monitor, attempt remedial pruning or plan 
for removal as required. Dale will be in contact with Townsville and especially Whitsunday Regional 
Council soon, to ascertain damage to the Whitsunday Regional Botanic Gardens located just 40kms 
south east of the Cyclone centre. Following are some of the images of the effects of Cyclone Dylan to 
some of our special plant specimens at MRBG. 



   
                       
    
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Bamboo collection                 Australian Regional Flora Terraces - Great Sandy. 
 

        
Demonstration Garden     Australian Showcase 
 

     
 World Cycad Garden    Monsoon Forest 

      
Myrtaceae Forest      Albizia on lagoon edge 
 

Once again, we will bounce back and keep on growing!  


