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It’s AWESOME for everyone during these lovely sunny days… Enjoy the latest 

from ‘The Botanic Gardens’… 

 

Lagoons Café and Gallery is OPEN! Yippee! 
 

THOSE looking for something new and exciting for breakfast 
or lunch in a relaxed outdoor setting, they will be excited to 
hear that the new and improved Lagoons Café and Gallery is 
OPEN.  
Lagoons Café is under the management of Three Hats 
Catering. 
 
With the Lagoons Gallery located inside the café, residents are 
encouraged to view the exhibitions on display when they visit.  
 
Lagoons Café and Gallery will operate Wednesday to Friday 
from 10am to 3pm and Weekends from 9am to 4pm. 

 
For all enquiries regarding the Lagoons Cafe, email lagoonscafe@optusnet.com.au or Phone 
49526930. 
 
For all enquiries regarding the Lagoons Gallery, email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  or phone  
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens on 49527300. 

 

 
Currently on show in the Lagoons Gallery.   
 

“Inside Out, Outside In” … an Exhibition by ART WHITSUNDAY. 
Wednesday August 13th – Sunday September 7th 2014 
 
  

Art Whitsunday is a local group of approximately 
sixty artists operating from a community gallery 
located at Airlie Beach.   Each year the group holds 
an annual exhibition at the PCYC.  At the end of this 
exhibition, work is selected from the theme section 
and presented at the Lagoons Gallery. 
 
 
 
 
This year the theme was 'Inside Out, Outside In', encouraging and challenging artists to integrate 
and/or transpose the external environment with that of the 'inside'.  It is a bit like bringing your garden 
into your living room and vice versa.  These selected works have been produced using a wide range 
of techniques and media which include sculptural pieces. 
 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery is open Wednesday to Friday 10 am - 3pm and 
Weekends from 9am - 4pm.   Cost: Free 
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In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports…  
Special Events 
Delegates from Matsuura Sister City joined botanic garden staff, Councillors and Mackay Mayor Cr 
Deidre Comerford on July 10 planting a row of commemorative Hoop Pines in the new Matsuura 
Avenue in the Timber Trees Arboretum. The Matsuura sister city delegation donated funds to the 
MRBG to plant 25 trees to celebrate 25 years of the sister city relationship. The upper grove of the 
Timber Trees arboretum was almost entirely funded by this donation. During the visit, sister city 
delegates joined the Mayor Cr Deidre Comerford planting 2 advanced stock Hoop Pines Araucaria 
cunninghamii as part of the development of the timber tree collection. This avenue has been named 
‘Matsuura Avenue’ in honour of the 25 years and is located just north of the Matsuura Sister City 
Logo Garden. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mackay Mayor Cr Deidre Comerford, Cr Alison Jones and Cr Dave Perkins are joined by delegates 
from Matsuura City to plant a Hoop Pine in the Matsuura Avenue. 

 

The official launch of new signage in the Torres Strait Islands Garden on July 12 saw 40 members 
from the Mackay Torres Strait Islands community join Councillors and Mackay Mayor Cr Deidre 
Comerford to unveil the interpretative panels that tell the story of the Islands, the connection to 
Mackay and the significance of many plants found naturally on or grown culturally for food.  
 
After over a year of direct community consultation and 12 years since the original opening at a 
blessing ceremony in 2002, new interpretative signage was 
unveiled at an official ‘opening’ with Council and the Mackay 
Torres Strait IslandsCommunity. At times, the ‘opening’  was 
quite a moving ceremony for many of the community members 
and elders, the community was acknowledged as an important 
part of Mackay’s and our state’s cultural heritage. 
 
A big thank-you to Maya and Kerri McNeil – Council Graphic 
Designer – for working with the community to interpret the text 
and provide the images and design. The signs look great! 
Other works that occurred around the MRBG were painting to 



repair graffiti and damaged infrastructure throughout the site. The works, undertaken by contractors 
included the removal of the old aboriginal motif mural on the Railway Overpass which was in various 
states of disrepair. 
 
Working Bees 
 
A Heritage Garden mid-week bee on July 23 was attended by Steve Lindores and Moyea McLean. 
They joined Dale planting, weeding, deadheading and Seasol-ing in new plants and attending to the 
vegie patch. 

 
Staff members have been busy planting almost 600 River 
Mat-rush Lomandra hystrix at Meadowlands, joined by 
Gardens Friends Steve Lindores, Theo Pace (our 2nd 
‘Shiny Shovel’ winner) and volunteer Peter Bruce. The 
plants have been added over 3 consecutive Monday 
mornings. More Lomandra – this time Spiny-headed Mat-
rush Lomandra longifolia and more River Mat-rush will be 
added to the opposite bank below the café where the 
Pink Showers Tree was removed, and along the Lagoon 
embankment below the Screens and Hedges garden.   

 
 

 

Small Explorers…   
Every month, Maya provides an organised Small Explorers session 
and July was the month when children… Made a ‘B” line to the 
Botanic Gardens and discovered things (creatures and plants) that 
began with the letter B…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were bluebells, berries, bugs, 
butterflies, bamboo, beetles, and of 
course lots of birds too. 
 

 

 

Seeing a Bug with Babies was certainly a thrill! 

 
Having small tables in the 
meeting room display was 
a great way for children to 
get very close to the 
interesting array of 
creatures… bugs, beetles 
and butterflies 



Small Explorers: “Birds of a Feather Flock Together”   

Just this week 20+ children and parents discovered lots of 
birds who live on our around the Botanic Gardens’ 
Lagoons.  
 

Birdlife Mackay members Madge Barnett and Marj 
Andrews helped children see flocks of birds by assisting 
children to use scopes and binoculars. This was a novel 
experience for many, trying to use these items, working 
out which eye to close and which to look with.  
 

Some of the birds noticed were Pelicans, Great 
Cormorants (with large beaks), Swamp Hens, Egrets, a 
very tired Spoonbill who stood on one leg and had his 
head tucked under its wing for most of the time, and even a visiting black swan. Turtles sunning 
themselves on branches above the water also added to the sights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After their discovery walk, children and adults viewed a large display of birds nest and then made 
their own “peewee” clay nests (Peewees using mud and grass) complete with feathered birds small 
eggs and grasses.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emailed comments from parents… “It was absolutely lovely. Thank you for the tour. I have 
signed up for the Council Enewsletter to find out when the next one is on.”  
“Jodie said she and the kids really enjoyed themselves. I'll definitely be along another 
time!” 



What have the Friends been up too? 

What a delightful day on Saturday 5th July, when we visited and explored the Ken Burgess Tropical 
Display House “Orchid House” hosted by Sue McCormack and then discovered some of the history 
of Queens Park, via its significant trees. 

 Sue manages Mackay Regional 
Council’s orchid collection and has a 
passion for these plants that took 
her to the stunning 1 billon dollar 
Gardens by the Bay in Singapore, 
Kew Gardens in London and the 
Royal Sydney Botanic Gardens to 
learn and discuss the care of these 
stunning beauties.  

  

 

 

We had a behind the scenes look at the orchid nursery, 
viewed the plans for the upcoming redevelopment of the site 
and enjoy Sue’s enthusiasm for horticulture and exciting 
events like the annual Orchid Extravaganza and the 
International Orchid Congress to be held in Mackay in 2015.  

 

 

 

Dale led the walk through Queens Park and pointed out many 
tree that have significance to Mackay’s early history.  

The walk was followed by a BBQ lunch in Queens Park.  



Plant- ed 

They were all so excited to visit the Botanic Gardens…  

Small explorers from Slade Point Kindergarten observed 
lots of creatures in the meeting room that Maya had on 
display and each group of 14 over two days were delighted 
their visit also included a walk to see lots of creatures in the 
wild (well out in the Gardens).  

 

 

 

 

 

The children learnt that creatures needed 
shelter, food, and saw how plants provide 
these.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also explored how seed disperse themselves to 
places sometimes far away from the parent plant.   

More Plant-ed  

 

 

Two groups of 22 children from Beaconsfield 
Kindergarten on 21st and 25th July were also enthralled 
with their Botanic Gardens Visit 

 
 
 
 

They had an interest in identifying birds… and as there 
are over 100 different species of birds recorded in the 
Botanic Gardens, they were sure to see a lot of 
different species. 

  
Members from 
Birdlife Mackay 
supported this 
excursion and 
provided scopes, binoculars and their knowledge for the children 
to see birds in more detail. There was the added joy of seeing a 
platypus frolicking in front of the Bird viewing deck.  
 



Children used a bird bingo worksheet to become ‘twitches’ recording the birds they saw. There was a 
bird nest display in the meeting room and also stories and books too. 

More… In the Botanic Gardens, Dale reports… 

Horticulture 

 
MRBG staff members have been busy making the most of the fine 
weather. A new activity – Curator’s Day – has allowed each staff member 
to ‘adopt’ and take responsibility for a section of the botanic gardens. This 
has already seen dividends with the MRBG looking exceptionally good 
from the South Sea Islander Hut to the Heritage Garden. The northern end 
of Stage 2 is still only under minimal maintenance due to staffing levels, 
but still has offered a lot of winter joy to visitors with flowering Wattles and 
Grevilleas as a seasonal highlight. 
 
SGAP working bee at the Regional Forests and Herbarium Report  
(from information contributed by Irene Champion) 
 

On Wednesday 6 August, Clare Davis and Irene Champion spent from 7.30am to 11am, Margaret 
Lane was there for an hour or so and Mandy Shaw was still there watering after everyone else had 
departed! 
While Dale and the MRBG Team Leader Ross Demuth inspected the southern section of the 
Regional Forests to identify and flag any trees that need to be removed and Mandy was busy 
watering, the participants accompanied MRBG Leading Hand Rhondda Laverack to identify weeds or 
wildlings that have to be treated.  It is a constant job to keep ahead of the numbers of some natives 
that germinate by the dozens where they can't be allowed to grow on - either because of 
overcrowding or because they don't belong in the particular habitat.   

 
Even though a large bag was filled as the result of an hour or so of hand 
weeding, all-in-all the weeds weren't nearly as bad as they have been in 
previous years... with  the three most persistent weeds in this garden 
being  Cinderella Weed Synedrella nodiflora, Milkweed Euphorbia 
heterophylla, and Emilia Emilia sonchifolia. All can survive low light, low 
water and tough conditions – hence why they are such successful weeds! 
Clare and Irene then accompanied Dale to the Brigalow Belt garden to do 
some forward planning for the enhancement of this section now that most 
existing trees and shrubs have more than twelve years of growth.   

                                            Edge and under-planting with suitable tough shrubs and forbs* is needed    
                                            to revitalise the area.  Many suggestions were recorded both for the 2015 
planting season and well into the future.  A spread sheet is being compiled to list all potential species, 
which locations they are suited to and time frames for potential procurement. 
 
Clare, Ann, Gloria and Irene were present at the Herbarium Day on July 28 where another 10 
specimens were withdrawn from the bundles, duplicates removed and the Qld Herbarium Forms 
(completed off-site) inserted.  They've all been packed ready to mail to Brisbane as soon as the 
covering letter is ready. The digital Abridged Accession Register (a list of all herbarium Records at 
the MRBG) has also been updated to 27 July.  This was a lengthy undertaking as it was some time 
since the previous update.   

Cinderella Weed   
 



School Holidays Activities…Week 1… ‘Plant a seed’ 
 

Children were delighted to try out different 
methods of seed dispersal… especially the wind 
borne ones. Trying to either keep the parachute 
style seeds aloft or attempting to catch the 
spinning helicopter style seeds was an active 
and fun way to start the Plant a seed’ school 
holiday activity. 

After checking out the range of seeds from the 
biggest in the world (Coco de Mer) to the smallest 
eucalypts seed, to fruits and seeds we eat, 
children then made recycled pots from newspaper 
to plant seeds in to take home and watch grow. 

School holidays are always popular and the waiting list was bursting this time. If we could have 
cloned Maya and cloned the meeting room, all the children who put their names down could have 
enjoyed the sessions. Creations during the sessions attract children back time and again and this 
time children created seed mosaics. Wonder what would happen if you watered the seeds?? 

Here are some of the creative results. 

 

 

 

        Seed Mosaics… 



School Holidays Week 2… Planting for Bees and Birds 

This school holiday activity had a change of meeting place as we ventured over to the Meadowlands 
area. We utilized the Meadowlands Amphi-theatre as our base and the children participated in 
extending the Botanic Gardens plant collection by planting a variety of plants to attract Birds, Bees 
and Butterflies.  

We planted Eungella Bottle brush Melaleuca sp. (from Swampy 
Ridge), great for nectar feeders and 
bees;  
 
White Tamarind Elattostachys xylocarpa,   
 
Blush Satinash Acema hemilampra, a 
type of lily pily with decorative flowers 
and fruit;  

 
Flintwood  Scolopia braunii  which is the caterpillar’s food 
plant of the Bordered Rustic Butterflies and the fruit is eaten 
by many birds: 

Lomandra, a great nesting material for Wetland birds. 

 

Planting for Birds and Bees included assistance from Friends 
Kevin Jackson and Carolyn Atkinson as well as MRBG Gardener Ashley who assisted these children 
with digging holes, adding fertilizers, mulching and the most important… watering. 

 
Every child received a certificate 
and they also spiked in a Planted 
by… label so they can return and 
see how their plant is growing in 
the future. Because there is no 
irrigation for the plants at the 
moment, we hope their visitation 
comes with water-bottles to water 
their plants too. 

 

After the planting we also explored the range of bird’s 
nests, pictures and books on display… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and did a spot of bird-watching too 

 



More Plant-ed … 
Mackay West School students are regular visitors to the Plant-ed Education sessions with Maya. As 
the school is within walking distance of the Botanic Gardens, their excursions do not have transport 
costs on top of the Plant –ed fees. 

Nearly 130 children Year 2 children attended over 
two days and they participated in three rotations 
of activities during their visit.  
 
One group explored the displays, information 
posters, live and pinned creatures and were read 
the ‘Bungee Jumping Caterpillars’ book. This 
book has excellent pages of the North 
Queensland Day Moth (Zodiac Moth) life cycle. 
Life cycles were the focus of the school’s visit 
including the life cycles of plants from seed to 
flowers. 
 
  
 

 
A second group went on a walk with Maya and saw some 
stages of creature life cycles, for example, noticing the tiny 
white eggs of the Common Grass Yellow butterfly, attached to 
the leaves of the Coffee Bush Breynia oblongifolia plant, the 
nymphs and adults of the shimmery Green Jewel bugs on the 
Sauropus albiflorus hedge, the cocoons of the Zodiac Moth on 
the Omphalea celata and the Harlequin bugs on the Native 
Hibiscus bushes.  
All these life cycles were dependant on particular food plants. 

 
 
The third group had to implement their mapping skills 
(another focus of the school’s curriculum). Maya devised a 
self-guided quiz incorporating plants and creatures life 
cycles, but the children had to locate the areas where 
questions and information could be found. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Meeting room of the Botanic Gardens 
provides a great space for children to engage 
with educational displays and collections, but 
because this space is also shared and used by 
the community, displays are re-set for every 
educational session and thus is always slightly different and ‘refreshed’ from every other session. 
We still wish for a dedicated educational space in a purpose built building so Plant-ed educational 
and Small Explorers sessions could be available more often and even during increment weather. 



Bungee Jumping Caterpillars are spreading!  

 
This popular local story has been promoted in 
presentations and displays on the Gold Coast and in 
Mackay.  
 
Maya spoke about the creation of this book project, its 
value in raising awareness of ‘threatened in the wild’ plants 
species and their conservation at the recent Association of 
Friends of Botanic Gardens (AFBG) Conference held at 
the Gold Coast on the 8th – 10th August. 
 

 
All 26 books that were taken to the Conference were 
sold and more are to be sent on in the future.  
Promotion of the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens 
and the sale of another 19 books occurred when Maya 
attended the local Early Childhood Teachers 
Association (ECTA) on 15th and 16th July. Four of the 
books purchased became thank you gifts to the Key 
note speakers of the Conference.  
 

 
Maya wasn’t the only one at the Gold Coast AFBG 
conference.  
Dale Arvidsson spoke about possible partnership 
opportunities between AFBG and BGANZ  
(Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand) and 
future plans for celebrations involving Cook and 
Banks discoveries’ and incorporating their journey 
along the coasts of Australia and New Zealand …to 
be held in 2020.  
 
 

Dale has also just returned from promoting BGANZ and the role that botanic gardens can play with 
research at the International Horticultural Congress in Brisbane August 18-23. Dale joined MRBG 
Landscape Architect Lawrie Smith hosting guided walks around Brisbane's parks and botanic 
gardens as well. 
 
Promotion of the Mackay Regional Botanic 
Gardens and the sale of another 19 books 
occurred when Maya attended the local Early 
Childhood Teachers Association (ECTA) on 15th 
and 16th July. Four of the books purchased 
became thank you gifts to the Key note 
speakers of the Conference 
 
A bonus for the buyers was that both authors 
(Maya Harrison and Carolyn Atkinson) were 
present for signing of the books. 
 
Not to let a good opportunity pass by, Plant-ed , Plant-ed  Elsewhere   (Outreach program to schools) 
and Small Explorer sessions were promoted with vast displays of resources available and information 
available for gaining knowledge about Nature. 
 



Upcoming events to enjoy and learn from… 

Friends of the Garden: Propagation workshop: Saturday 30th August 10.00am - 12.00noon   
 

Meryl Ritchie will host this workshop and again share lots 
of information. Seedlings and cuttings from previous 
workshops should be growing well. What do we do with 
them now?  
Meryl will show best techniques for potting on young plants 
as well as dividing up larger clumps of plants along with a 
host of other tricks of the trade including seed collecting 
and seed storage. 
A BBQ lunch will follow and participants are asked to bring 
along either a salad or dessert to share and also bring a 
chair. When you RSVP - please advise if you are not 
staying for lunch, for catering purposes..  

 

Final chance to be involved… Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring Study 
 
During September from the 14th - 19th, the final 'session' for 
the year with the Eungella Biodiversity Monitoring  study will 
occur - with your last chance to be involved. 
 
The week will commence with a special Sunday Garden 
Friends guided walk on September 14 at Dalrymple Heights. 
We'll meet at Goode's Lookout via North Street at Eungella 
for a 10am start, then you can choose 1 of 2 activities.  
 

Option 1 - For those that are keen to learn how the flora 

and fauna study occurs, join the car convoy to one or two of 
the Eungella Biodiversity Survey sites and then see the 
process of what goes on. This won’t be a long or typical 
guided walk – it’s a short but slightly tangled walk to the 
locations requiring a moderate level of fitness and the ability to walk over uneven ground.  
At the sites, you will join Irene, Bill McDonald and Maya Harrison from the MRBG and see how the data is 
collected with some rainforest plant identification. Maya will talk about the insects of the study - and show 
some of the ways that the trapped insects were caught and identified.  
 

Option 2 - For those not able to traverse rougher ground, follow Dale and Meryl to Quandong Lodge. Along 

the road in and at the lodge, we'll take an easy walk and identify a number of special plants to be seen. 
We'll all meet up for lunch by 1pm at Quandong Lodge to enjoy the view over the property from the deck. 
Please bring along a plate of salad or dessert to share (and your esky) and a chair. Quandong Lodge has 
composting toilets, BBQ and microwave. The only other toilets during the day are at the Goode's Lookout 
starting point. 
 

Option 3 - If you missed out on previous chances to join in on the study, Bill, Irene, Dale and staff from the 

botanic gardens will be undertaking vegetation surveys during the week August 15-19. Some days will involve 
challenging walks through the rainforest others will involve the more 'easy to access' sites. There may also be 
the opportunity to join the botanic gardens collecting seeds and plants for the MRBG living collection at 
Quandong Lodge. To participate, you'll need some flexibility as last minute changes may occur based on 
weather and work achieved each day. 
 
To register your attendance at the 2 options of the Sunday guided walk, or if you would like to join in on one of 
the weekday flora study activities, please contact the botanic gardens on either 4952 7300 or email 
botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  
  
Please note all activities are RSVP ESSENTIAL by Wednesday September 10 - due to catering and 
organisation purposes. This activity has been a joint project with Mackay Regional Council, Griffith 
University, the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens, the Garden Friends and SGAP Mackay Branch. 



Small Explorers Springtime Storytelling… 
 

Meet up with Visitors Services 
Officer, Maya and listen to some 
nature inspired stories… then 
head off around the Botanic 
Gardens to see if you can find 
the characters of the 
book…especially the creatures. 
To end the session, either draw 
or use clay to make some of the 
things we saw. It will be FUN! 
 

Remember to RSVP to attend on the 15th September at 9.30am. 
     

School Holidays are nearly here again… 

 

           Take a walk on the wild side! 
       Boobook Owl       2 sessions a day…10.00 - 12noon or 2.00 - 4.00pm 

     Tuesday September 23rd  Thursday 25th   
 

       All children will receive a Nature Play passport and get to    
       complete a mission or two…such as a Worm’s eye view, Bush       
       Sculpture, Pond Dip, Bush Sculpture, Garden Sounds or    
       You’re a Scavenger. 

 
                Meet at the Meadowlands Amphi-theatre and take a walk with  
               Maya and Friends to the Brigalow Belt and the Regional  
                     Forests sections of the Botanic Gardens…  
                 Maybe we will see a Boobook owl, a platypus or Noisy Pitta?   
 

           The Nature Play Passport to an Amazing Childhood is all  
                   about getting kids outside to run, jump, climb, splash, invent,  
                   imagine, play and be an outdoors kid. Have some green time      
                   instead of screen time. Cost : $5.00 Bookings essential…  

 

Some definitions and meanings… For those of you like me that saw a word and said to 

themselves…what’s that mean? 
 
forbs*…     "A forb (sometimes spelt phorb) is a herbaceous flowering plant that is not a graminoid 
(grasses, sedges and rushes). The term is used in biology and in vegetation ecology, especially in 
relation to grasslands and understory." 
So things like Plectranthus,  Xerochrusum, Artenema, Whalenbergia - small 
flowering plants without woody stems. 
 

Pond dip…  Take a net and head down to the water. Scoop along the water's 
edge with your net and see what you can find. If you have a white plastic 

dish, take it along so you can empty out your catch and take a closer look. 
What can you see? Take photos or draw pictures so you can go home and 

identify the insects and fish. 

 

Hope you enjoyed the latest news from Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens...   

For more information; Call us on 07 49527300 or email  botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
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