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Welcome... Celebrations continue as Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens 

turns 10 years old in 2013. We will celebrate our 10
th

 Birthday on May 24 

with a Book launch. 

Here is the latest from ‘The Gardens’... Enjoy. 

WE ARE 10 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR… Look how we have grown!  

Looking from the Lagoon Outlook Deck in 2003 and ten years later in 2013… What's beyond the green? 

Friends of the Gardens Guided Walk: ‘Then and Now':  

Over 30 people came and joined the 
Friends of the Gardens and Dale Arvidsson 
(Curator of the Mackay Regional Botanic 
Gardens) for the "Then and Now" Guided 
walk on Saturday 9th March 2013: 
Dale led the way highlighting special areas 
of the Botanic Gardens and the significant 
growth and changes that have occurred 
during the Gardens 10year life span. Dale 
also explained some more changes that 
will happen in the future. 
 

 

Displays of ‘Then and Now’ Botanic Gardens’ photographs were on 
display and some will appear throughout this newsletter.  
 

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens has certainly grown from empty 
garden beds, beds with lots of mulch and small tube stock plants to the 
green oasis we now enjoy. Gathering together for a social BBQ 
afterwards gave everyone an opportunity to reminisce about their 
participation during the ten years. 
 

The 'Life Forms' Sculpture by artist Christopher Trotter has also changed 
and grow. Machinery elements of the sculpture rust and deteriorate with 
time and in August 2012, Christopher "grew a new rainforest fungus 
form" made from brake pads and pipes (seen in the foreground). 
 



‘Then and Now:  
 

July 2006... The Forest Arbour made from 
recycled wharf logs in the background & The Coal 
Garden creek waterway 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
January 2013... Large trees dominate both sides of 
the Coal Garden waterway and prevent you seeing 
the Forest Arbour. A log has been added to the 
waterway as a more natural feature.  
This is only 7 years of growth from 2006 - 2013 
 

There's Wildlife in the Gardens... Small Explorers discovered them. 
 

Fun and educational opportunities titled "Small 
Explorers" for toddlers and kindergarten aged 
children 18 months to 5 years are now held 
monthly, as well as by appointment. 
 Botanic Gardens Visitors Services Officer, Maya 
Harrison, took 15 adults and 20 small children to 
special areas of the Botanic Gardens to explore 
‘Wildlife in the Gardens’ on Monday morning 18th 
March.  
The session included story reading, information 
books, displays of live creatures, artistic activities 
and a small walk in the Gardens, all to assist 
children to become fascinated by the creatures 
that help our Botanic Gardens thrive.  

 

A highlight was seeing all the different 
coloured 'bungee jumping caterpillars' on 
the Tree Omphalea and the North 
Queensland Day Moths they become, also 
put on a display. 
 
Next month, Monday April 15th There will 
be a different session to explore and join in 
from 9.30am – 11.00am... "Leaf Hunts" 
Be amazed at all the different shapes and 
sizes of leaves in the Tropical Shade 
Garden. The session includes story 
reading and creating a painted leaf mobile.  

Another birthday present for the Gardens.    April 13
th

 … 2013 
Help us plant 1,000 plants! That’s a hundred plants for each of our 
ten years. Be part of the future growth of the Botanic Gardens 



Friends of the Gardens Planting Bee:  Saturday April 13: 8.30am – 12 noon 

One of a variety of regular activities the 
Friends of the Mackay Regional Botanic 
Gardens group participate in.  

The Garden Friends will be planting in the 
Meadowlands section of the Botanic Gardens 
at this Planting Bee on Saturday April 13. 
Participants are asked to park in the parking 
area off Alexandra Street and meet at the 
Meadowlands Ampi-theatre at 8.30am. 
Remember to wear covered-in shoes and slip, 
slop, slap. Morning tea will be provided.  
 

 
Everyone is welcome. This is a great opportunity to come along and be part of the further 
development of the Botanic Gardens as we aim to plant 1,000 Lomandra plants as well as a 
few other varieties. Planting Bees offer all budding green thumbs a chance to get their hands 
dirty and help the Gardens extend their plant collection.  
 
For those new to the Botanic Gardens planting bees, please be there at 8.30 for an 
essential small induction / guide to planting.        Cost Free: 

In the Gardens, Dale reports… 

Myrtle Rust 

Contrary to expectations and research, conditions in Mackay 
in summer have not led to the mass reapperance of Myrtle 
Rust at the MRBG – the disease has been recorded on 1 
group of Beach Cherry Eugenia reinwardtiana, an infection 
site last year.  It is hoped that the summer weather conditions 
of torrential rain may not see a sharp increase – as initially 
predicted. As the wet season progresses, further research 
will be ongoing into the seasonality of the disease – this is the 
first summer and wet season experienced since the disease 
appeared in Mackay in May 2012. 
 
 

Horticulture/site works 
Post the 234mm of rain in several storms recorded 
on site within the last week of December, two staff 
members, Ashley Coyne (trainee) and Andy Miller 
(labourer), should be commended for their extra 
effort taking on many tasks outside of their usual 
duties and adapting as needed to return the gardens 
to normality during this holiday period, whilst the 
majority of staff were on leave. 245mm rain was 
recorded throughout the month of January and with 
237mm recorded in December, grass maintenance, 
hedging and general weed control consumed the 
majority of staff time with many other scheduled 
tasks having to be put on hold.  



Minor flooding of the lagoons occurred covering the 
boardwalk and causeway access, but did not 
adversely affect major assets or plant health.   A 
storm delivering 208mm of rain on January 24 
brought down 4 established trees and many tree 
limbs, generating several days of all hands-on-deck 
clean up.   
 
Eulamere Boardwalk... awash 
 

 
Drainage maintenance completed late 2012 
reduced the “washout” damage experienced 
in previous years to a minimum, but heavier 
falls in February soon saw some washouts 
reoccurring in the usually locations. The 
month saw another 475mm of rain and the 
Curator off in Bundaberg helping flood 
affected family members for an extra week 
on leave than planned.  
Meadowlands Amphitheatre near lagoon 
 
The further heavy rains again caused the Eulamere Boardwalk and causeway to disappear 
briefly under the lagoon. Minor planting occurred in the Australian Regional Flora Terraces 
whilst the Heritage Gardens saw the annual ‘hard cut back’ of perennials and the removal of 
spent annuals, vegetables and herbs. Much of the time was spent by most staff on the mower in 
the sunny breaks.  
 
The March 4 deluge of 190mm saw some of the heaviest rain and highest water levels in the 
lagoons since 2008. When will it stop? 
 
HRG 
The Horticultural Reference Group (HRG) of Dale, Grant, Irene, Meryl and Garden Team 
Leader Ross Demuth met on February 26 to discuss procurement for 2013, upcoming plans to 
develop the water treatment plant slopes into a display of figs, worked on species to appear in 
Mackay Regional Council’s ‘Mackay Landscape Guidelines’ publication and discussed the first 
stage requirements for the nursery planned for the operations centre in Crowleys Road. Words 
for new signs planned for the gardens between the Brigalow Belt bridge and the railway line 
were also discussed. 
 

What's showing in the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens' Lagoon's Gallery?  

 

‘This Wonderful World’.   An Exhibition by Robin Gray 
 8th March – 31st March 2013. 

Robyn was born in a small inland dairy farming town in 
New Zealand. From a very young age she has always 
drawn and painted including pencil sketching, pen and 
wash, oils, acrylics and finally pastels.    

In this exhibition, she captures the essence of wildlife, 
animals and beautiful land and seascapes. Being a realist 
painter, her love of the bush, the sea, the animals and 
birds in this wonderful world shines through in her work.   

 



In the Gardens, Dale report continues … 

Herbarium report (from Irene Champion)  
The session on February 25, attended by Clare Davis and Irene Champion turned out to be a 
very mixed morning with ‘work’ taking on a variety of aspects.  Clare got busy mounting new 
specimens that had been through the freezing process while Dale and Irene selected 
specimen material of Brunoniella spiciflora that were being planted in the Orientation Garden.  

That’s as far as we got before being ‘ambushed’ by a Channel 7 reporter and photographer 
wanting to do a news item about the role of the herbarium which took up an hour or so. (It 
resulted in about a minute-long news item aired that evening.  Good publicity for the 
importance of the MRBG though a bit disappointing that SGAP didn’t get a mention.)   

Once ‘free’ to continue collecting, material from the 
Whitsunday Feature garden was collected, digging out part 
of a Lomandra multiflora plant. Collecting and pressing this 
type of material is a challenge as whole plants have to be 
processed. A member of the MRBG staff always does the 
digging when this is required.   

Two presses of material have been taken home for further 
processing and drying. The morning also presented an 
opportunity for additional planning for forthcoming plantings 
in the Regional Forest. 

SGAP Joint projects 
February saw the MRBG’S Dale and Ross joined by SGAP’s Irene, Clare and David Bowen on 
a site tour to the gardens on both sides of the railway to plan for the upcoming National ANPSA 
bus tour being organised by Lawrie Smith for August.   
 

What an achievement! 
 Gardens Friend and SGAP lifetime member 
Irene Champion received the Mackay 
Regional Council Australia Day 
Environmental Achievement Award for her 
many years ‘championing’ Mackay’s local 
native plants and our environment. Irene 
was one of the MRBG’s ‘founding’ 
community members of the MRBG and has 
donated countless thousands of hours, 
hundreds of plants and experience about 
local growing conditions to the MRBG since 
the project’s first Master Plan and plantings 
commenced in the 1990’s.  
 

Mackay Mayor Cr. Deidre Comerford with Irene Champion.  Congratulations Irene!   

 

Free Friday Guided Walks …They are back in April!   
 
Free Friday Guided Walks at the Mackay Regional Botanic 
Gardens…  Every Friday 9.30am 
The scenic Lagoons and glorious foliage make perfect 
backdrops during your informative stroll at the picturesque 
Botanic Gardens. Join us 9.30 am Fridays (April – October) 
at the Administration Building. Free Friday Guided walks 
begin on April 5th and once a month, a Special Themed 
Free Guided walk is also available.  



Up-coming Events and Exhibitions... 
 

‘Glory – The Full Manifestation’… An Exhibition by Pam Finlay 
 Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery 3rd April - 28th April 2013  
 
 “A garden is a celebration of nature’s beauty.  
Through my artworks I aim to revisit the garden and its 
flowers captured from a microscopic perspective. By 
portraying fragments of the flower I am choosing to capture a 
glimpse of the complete picture and consequently encourage 
the viewer to contemplate. 
 
Through these works I am also interpreting the majesty of a 
flower and it unfading beauty, the resilience and tenacity of a 
flower, how it forms and metamorphoses. Flowers exude 
energy and vitality and their colours and graceful form are 
intriguing. The flower is the glory of a plant, the full 
manifestation”.   
Pam’s exhibition is a collection of acrylic paintings. 

 
Our first Free Friday Special Guided Walk for 2013 is just Glorious!  
 “Up Close and Personal with Nature” ... Friday, April 5th    9.30am – 11.00am. 
 

Join Maya and Artist Pam Finlay and be lead down the 
Garden’s paths to see Nature up close with the use of 
Anna-lupes, hand lenses and Magnifying glasses during 
your informative stroll through the picturesque Botanic 
Gardens. Not only will we view real flowers and plants, but 
Pam Finlay, who depicts fragments of flowers from a 
microscopic perspective in her artworks will be available in a 
‘Meet the Artist session’ at 11.00am to show us her 
exhibition titled “Glory  - The Full Manifestation” in the 
Lagoon’s Gallery.  
Pam will later demonstrate how she captures the essence of 
a flower and transforms it to canvas.  
A wonderful blending of nature and art, up close and 
personal.  

 

Friends of the Gardens Guided Walk at Eungella National Park:   
Saturday April 27th: 10am - 2.00pm  
 

The Garden Friends will venture west to explore the 
beautiful Crediton area of the Eungella National Park, 
part of the Central Queensland Coast Bioregion.  
They will meet at the Crediton Hall for a 10.00am start. 
We will then join John Atkinson and be led on a 
rainforest walk. John Atkinson is a ranger with the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service and he is sure to 
delight us with some of the secrets, Crediton has on 
offer. 
 
Walks are always followed by BBQ lunch with 
participants bringing along a plate of salad or dessert 
to share.  Meat, rolls, soft drink, tea and coffee are 
always provided. 



Children are not forgotten at the Botanic Gardens... 
Kids are encouraged to get out of the house and discover fun school holiday activities which 
include creativity, discovery walk and especially around Easter time...a chocolate free time in 
the Botanic Gardens.  
 

“Up close and personal using Nature as imagery?” 
 

Pam Finlay, a mixed media artist, 
has her exhibition ‘Glory – The Full 
Manifestation’ in the Lagoons Gallery 
at the Mackay Regional Botanic 
Gardens from April 3rd to April 28th 
2013.  
Pam will be conducting some school 
holiday activities on April 3rd & 4th for 
school aged children.   

Through her artworks she aims to view the garden and its 
flowers and capture them from a microscopic perspective 
and her sessions will assist children to do the same. Cost 
is $15. 

 

“Larger than Life?” 
 

During the 2 hour session with Maya, children will go on 
a walk through the Botanic Gardens using magnifying 
glasses, Anna-lupes and hand-lenses to get a 
microscopic view of flowers and leaves and then come 
back and create a larger than life image / artwork to 
take home. 
These school holiday activities are held in the Meeting 
Room; Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.   April 9th, 
10th, 11th.   10.00am – 12noon. The activities are always 
very popular so bookings are essential. Cost is $5.00 
each. 
 

Contact with the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens... 
Phone: 49527300  Email: botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  or visit the website... 
www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au  
*****Who will you talk to... Dale Arvidsson... Curator,  
          Maya Harrison...Visitor Services Officer/ Education officer 

 
The Heritage Gardens... 'Then and Now'... 
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