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Welcome... 10
th

 Birthday Celebrations continue with even more presents for the 

Botanic Gardens... mosaics, a calendar and our new entertainment venue. 

Enjoy the latest from ‘The Botanic Gardens’... 

Happy 10th Birthday…     

Mosaic Magic… permanent presents for the Botanic Gardens 
 

Pam Finlay, a mosaic artist, and 
Maya Harrison conducted mosaic 
workshops during the June /July 
school holidays for school aged 
children.  During the two hour 
sessions, children created mosaics of 
butterflies, leaves, birds, flowers and 
geckos. They were designed to fit 
into the wall spaces of the Botanic 
Gardens' "Under the Banyan 
PlayGarden". The finished mosaic 
works were not taken home by the 
children, but instead are now 
permanent birthday presents for the 
Botanic Gardens.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



On the weekend 3rd and 4th August, Pam and her husband John Finlay, with the help of Friends of 
the Gardens Kevin Jackson and Maya Harrison, glued and grouted 110 mosaics into 3 of the 4 
cement walls of the Under the Banyan PlayGarden.  
Children who created them will be able to revisit their creations over and over again. 

John and Kevin start with the combined glue and dark 
grout on the first wall... first putting in a bed of black for the 
mosaics to lie in and then covering all the mosaics with the 
same dark grouting.  

 

 

 

The first wall had the extra challenge of Lomandra 
plants and green ants to contend with... 

 
The second wall was much 
easier to install with our 
new platform ladders and 
not having to wrestle with 
plants. 

Some of the children who 
had made the mosaics 
were at the PlayGarden 
watching and waiting for 
their creations to go in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third wall in the Seedlings area of the PlayGarden 
was started on the second day. Fifty mosaics were 
added to this wall. The mosaics were all individually 
cleaned of grout and later polished. They are gleaming 
and can easily be seen by drivers in cars as they pass 
by. Children and parents were excited to see the 
mosaics installed and people would just randomly thank 
us as we worked. More mosaics will be added to the 
forth wall in the future. 



ART in the Botanic Gardens... 

Walking to Bob Moses Creek Exhibition:  
 ...by artist Pam Finlay...  
 
This exhibition was on show in the Lagoons Gallery 
from June 5th - July 7th  
 
"In July 2011 a significant cultural event was 
presented in Bowen.  “Behind the Cane” a 
Queensland Music Festival Production told the story 
of the origins of the Australian South Sea Islander 
Community.  The event was performed by a cast of 
120 people from the Whitsunday Region of which I 
was part of. This performance of musical theatre 
brought to life the South Sea Islander story in dance 
and song.  
 
At the end of the production cast members walked to Bob Moses Creek.   As history has it Bob 
Moses was an elderly man who was a wonderful fisherman from the islands.  This was his favourite 
fishing spot.   This place holds a special place in the hearts of the South Sea Islander people of 
Bowen.   
I aim to express the affinity the South Sea Islander members of our community have with their 
environment. I have been motivated to communicate this visually because of friendships I have made 
with family members since moving to Bowen." Pam Finlay.

 

“THE JOURNEY" … An Exhibition by ART WHITSUNDAY … 10th July - 4th August 2013 

Also in the lagoons gallery was 'THE JOURNEY' 
Exhibition’ which gave artists in the Art Whitsunday 
group the opportunity to explore their chosen 
medium and interpret the theme, 'THE JOURNEY', 
in their own individual style. Art Whitsunday has a 
diverse range of artists including painters, 
sculptors, paper-making artists, photographers, 
potters, print makers, woodworkers and mixed 
media artists and this exhibition will certainly 
present a rich display of 'JOURNEYS'. 

 

"The Art Walk" was a Special Free Friday Guided Walk, held on 
Friday, July 12th   
 Maya lead participants down the Botanic Garden’s paths to see a 
variety of artwork and features in the Botanic Gardens.  
Artwork featured in the Botanic Gardens included Chris Trotter's 
sculptures titled 'Life Forms' (pictured) and Stag Forms as well as his 
Platypus, and Rick Wood's Pacific Edge to Fossil Beds Strata Totems. 
Paintings, prints and other sculptural pieces on display in the Meeting 
room and the Administration building were also included in the walk. It 
was a little artistic treat, happening during the Festival of Arts, with 
some items that were a surprise.  
The walk included the current exhibition in the Lagoons Gallery titled 
"THE JOURNEY" by Art Whitsunday.  
 



In the Gardens, Dale reports… 

Meadowlands and the new Meadowlands Amphitheatre 
Works to complete the all access pathway from the car-park to the lagoon edge Amphitheatre 
commenced in July as well as the shell of the amenities building to Council specifications. 
Reconstruction of the main car-park and the temporary drainage channel beside the walkway also 
commenced. The winding all access pathway was constructed and the toilet building went up. Alas, 
final works to complete the toilet building could not meet the July 26 deadline, so temporary toilet 
buildings were installed. 

July 27 dawned wet... and the Curator, Dale Arvidsson almost didn't get out of bed. Instead the day 
cleared and with a flurry of light towers, electrical connections, potable water supplies, last minute 
practice and panic from schools - Rock Pop Mime went off without a hitch.  
 

 

Final pack-up occurred at 1:30am and the Curator went home for 5 hours sleep and a drive to 
Bundaberg before recuperating at the Bunya Mountains the next day. No snow and just 1 frost, but 
cool days, arctic winds and mild nights kept a smile on the face until returning on August 12. 

 
 
The Rock Pop mime event was well 
attended with around 5,000 people visiting. 
After the official opening of the venue by 
the Mayor Deidre Comerford, the Mackay 
Host Lions organised event was a great 
success. 
 
 
 
 



 
The parking was orderly with marshals assisting 
drivers, but there are concerns for future plantings 
with compacting of the soils if such parking is 
allowed to continue and it also shows that the 200 
bay car-park is not sufficient for large events. 
 

A variety of performances... 

 
The large crowd was easily accommodated on 
the terraces and the hill slopes with plenty of 
lighting for people to see their way around.  
The view from the Lagoons Outlook deck shows 
the crowd. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rock Pop Mime was the first event to be staged in the Meadowlands Amphitheatre on July 27th and 
during the week prior schools took the opportunity to rehearse in the new venue. It was interesting to 
see that one of the first performances involved a stepping and clapping routine and with the first 
collective clap...the birds which live around the Lagoons edge were off!   
 
It was good to see that after the 
Rock pop Mime event the birds did 
return and lined up on the 
terraces... to see Big Bird perform 
perhaps... or just to pick up any 
crumbs left over from the crowds. 
 



More Artworks become another 10th birthday present... 
 

'BOTANICA' Calendar 2014 Launch... 
This event is another 10th Birthday present for the Botanic 
Gardens, this time from the Friends of the Gardens and the 
Botanic Art Interest Group (BAIG). 
 
 
 
A calendar for 2014, 
comprising botanical 
art works, selected 
from the Mackay 
Regional Botanic 
Gardens' Botanical 
Art Interest Group 
Annual Exhibitions 
from 2009 - 2012, will 
be launched on 
Friday 30th August at 
the Lagoons Gallery.  
 
 

BAIG artists meet at the Botanic Gardens every month to paint and sketch plants species from the 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens as well as other botanical specimens. Their work highlights the 
differences and delights of many plants with accurate details. 
 
RSVP is essential by August 23rd 2013. 
Contact the Botanic Gardens on 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
The calendar will be available for purchase on the night and in "The Garden's Shop" (in the Botanic 
Gardens Admin) for $15.00  
 

 
Just to remind you also about "The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars" Book... 
 
This special book is also a birthday present to 
the Botanic Gardens. 
 Kate, Maya and Carolyn... three Friends of 
the Gardens with the assistance of a RADF 
(Regional Arts Development Fund) grant 
created this local children's book to highlight 
not only the North Queensland Day Moth 
caterpillars and moths, but also introduce 
readers to 'threatened in the wild' plant 
species that are local too, and are growing in 
the Botanic Gardens.  
 
The book is also available for purchase for just 
$15.00 at The Garden's Shop too. 
 
Feel free to contact us by phoning 49527300 or email botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au to secure your 
copy. Payment can be made by credit card over the phone. We can post one to you too if you add 
$5.00 for postage. 
 
They sound like great Christmas presents... and if you buy now, you have time to send them 
overseas as well. 
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Small Explorers:  Fun and educational opportunities for toddlers and kindergarten aged 
children 18 months to 5 years held monthly...  
 

 
Oooops! Maya had a mix up.  
The July date was to be "Make a 'B' Line for the 
Botanic Gardens", but Maya mixed the July/ 
August dates and held "Birds of a Feather" 
instead. At least Birds started with B and Bailey 
who came on his birthday was not totally 
disappointed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So on July 22nd, Maya took the children on a walk along 
the lagoon edge and all sorts of birds were matched with 
the Bird Bingo sheets. The session included story reading 
and everyone enjoyed making a clay bird complete with 
feathers to fly home.  
 

 
   

"Make a 'B' Line for the Botanic Gardens" will be held on Monday August 19th:  9.30am 
– 11.00am instead. 
 

Botanic Gardens Visitors Services 
Officer, Maya Harrison will take you 
and your small children to special 
areas of the Botanic Gardens to 
explore all things starting with the 
letter "B". That could be Butterflies, 
Beetles, Banksia, Blooms and 
Bromeliads maybe even a birthday 
cake?   
The session includes story reading 
and a Bingo game. 
 



 
More school holiday activities... Children and adults from Bucasia 
Helping hands Vacation Care program visited the Botanic Gardens on July 
5th for a Special Free Friday Guided walk, just for kids... They were 
introduced to many aspects of the Botanic Gardens... a leaf hunt in the 
Tropical Shade Garden, Bungee Jumping caterpillars on the Tree 
Omphalea, some bush tucker, bird watching, playing Bocce in the Malta 
Garden and of course the Harlequin Bugs in the Screen and Hedges, 
before finding dinosaurs  and footprints of the same in the Coal Garden. 
There was a lot to see, investigate and talk about and the adults relayed 
that the children talked for days about their visit.  
 
 

 
Birdlife Mackay held their AGM in the Meeting room 8th July... 
During their meeting, they were asked by the Botanic Gardens 
staff to monitor the impact of noise from events in the 
Meadowlands Amphitheatre on the resident lagoon birdlife. 
Birdlife Mackay do monthly bird counts in the Botanic Gardens at 
a variety of locations.  
 
 

 
Guided Walks... Free Friday Guided Walks continue to be available every Friday and numbers 
can be one to a few or none at all. Margaret Lane continues to conduct these guided walks on a 
regular basis, to whatever number of participants, happen along.  
Maya also leads Guided Walks for small groups by appointment and such a group was Northview 
Aged Care on July 18th. 7 people with different degrees of mobility participated in a short walk and 
talk and also took in the creature display set up for multiple schools visit later in the day.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plant-ed... 
 
Forty five Year 2 children from St. Joseph's 
Primary School participated in an educational 
session with Maya on July 11th.  
They were to explore the Botanic Gardens to 
discover living, non-living features and to 
examine Nature's life cycles. A display was 
set up in the meeting room with lots of 
different creatures to showcase to children a 
variety of lifecycles, including macro - 
invertebrates. 



 
A variety of living things were discovered during the walk and the 
children were able to use not just their visual sense, but also their 
sense of smell, touch and hearing...  
The children had been warned about some of the living things 
potential risks, but they were still keen to meet the "Blue Tigers"!!!  
They were there... in the Tropical Shade Garden... in numbers 
sheltering under the palms.  There were quite a few surprises 
along the paths. 

 
 
Smelly Cheese fruit...very ripe! 
The teacher joins in the experience while another 
child holds her nose. 
 
 
 
 

 

Here we are looking at the pupa of the North 
Queensland Day Moth in its cocoon. We could 
see the outline of its wings and its eyes. Would it 
emerge today? 
 

 
 
The life cycle of the 
Common Grass Yellow Butterfly as evident on the Breynia bushes with 
small white eggs and a range of tiny green 
caterpillars discovered amongst the leaves... 
 
 

 
Even a caterpillar of the Plumbago Blue butterfly was found on the sticky 
seed capsules of the same named plant... Native Plumbago. 

 
Wonder what the Orange Annona fruit tastes like... Like a custard apple? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
Lots of discovery in the meeting room display and great excitement as 
creatures were found amongst the Native Hibiscus... Look at the tiny 
instars of the Harlequin Bugs. A great excursion! 
 



Not quite Plant-ed... but a special visit... 
 
 During Mackay's Festival of Arts... schools from outlying 
districts take the opportunity to come and visit / camp in 
the 'Big City". 100 children from schools including, Clark 
Creek, Kilcummin, Surprise, Nebo, Valkyrie, and Mistake 
spent a couple of hours exploring the Botanic Gardens in 
a variety of ways... a Creatures display with books and 
games in the meeting room, a Leaf hunt in the Tropical 
Shade garden, Old fashioned games on the Malta lawn 
and Bird watching on the Outlook and Gymnosperm 
decks. 
 
 

 

In the Gardens, Dale's report continues… 
Myrtle Rust...  
The Mackay Regional Council Myrtle Rust Action Group has 
agreed that myrtle rust had now been found region wide and that 
we have made it through a wet season fairly well unscathed with 
Rose Apple Syzygium jambos and Beach Cherry Eugenia 
reinwardtiana and possibly Gossia inophloia (syn. Austromyrtus 
inophloia) a popular cultivar of this species, known as 'Blushing 
Beauty', being the only species of real concern to Council and 
Council's nursery facilities being the most highly affected areas.   
 
Apart from these species it was agreed to return to normal for the majority of Myrtaceous plants and 
to keep monitoring the situation, especially in regards to the larger, more established Syzygium 
jambos which have been planted extensively throughout the Mackay region as street and park 
specimen trees.  A replacement program may yet have to be considered for these trees if the disease 
continues to impact on the amenity qualities.  It was agreed that any Eugenia reinwardtiana and 
Gossia inophloia found to be infected in council parks should be removed and replaced with a less 
susceptible species. 

 
Horticulture and Site works... 
Much of this month was consumed by "off-season" tasks such as formative and remedial pruning. 
Formative pruning was largely targeted at the younger trees in the collection but some remedial 
(removal of dead dying, diseased and rubbing limbs) and formative pruning (canopy lifting, etc.) was 
carried out on some of the older specimens.  Pruning was targeted at the following areas this month: 
Regional Flora Terraces, Regional Shade trees (continued from last month), the Geology Garden, 
Coastal Lowlands, the Torres Strait Garden, and the botanic themed PlayGarden "Under the 
Banyan".  



More Horticulture and Site works... 
Concrete paths were pressure cleaned and a mould preventative applied around the high traffic and 
visitation areas of the Gardens Visitors Centre and at the Coal Garden. 
 
As is common for this time of year, much work was put in to controlling the exotic water weeds on the 
lagoons down to as low a level as is practicable in preparation for the 
spring/summer growing season.   
 

 
Control of these weeds is 
often lost during the summer 
months as they can grow at an 
astounding rate in the warmer 
weather. 
    
   
 
 

Water lettuce          Water Hyacinth 
 
The newly developed garden bed on the lagoon edge next to the Meadowlands Amphitheatre was 
mulched. 
45 Cycads - some threatened with extinction in the wild, were planted in the Gymnosperm Forest, 
Australian Regional Flora Terraces - Capricornia bed, World Cycad and Coal Gardens.  
 
General site maintenance tasks such as litter collection and blowing down of paths continued as 
normal, while other usual task such as mowing, snipping, general weed spraying, were wound back 
with the reduced growth of this time of year. 
Final preparations including a sea of fresh plant labels, signs and seat installations for both the 
Matsuura Youth visit on August 12 and the ANPSA post conference bus tour with Lawrie Smith visit 
August 17 -19 with both the Gardens crew and SGAP have been the focus of works in late July and 
August. Weed control, mulching and spring pruning will be the focus of August and the unseasonably 
warm weather. 
 
Regional Forest... Working Bee with SGAP 
 
SGAP Mini Working Bee 6 August 
Clare and Irene spent from 7.30am to 12noon working with MRBG 
Leading hand Rhondda installing more plant labels and taking note of 
conditions and where additional labels would be advantageous.  The 
ground has become extremely hard and dry so at times exactly where 
the labels were positioned depended on whether or not the spike 
could penetrate deep enough for the labels to be installed.    
 
Virtually all the Regional Forests both south and north sections and 
the Brigalow Garden have been completed, albeit with a few labels 
left-over for some gardens where the plants couldn’t be found or the 
numbering was too confusing.   
Another session occurred 12 August with Irene, Claire, Rhondda and 
Dale spending from 7:30am to 3:30pm creating and installing the rest 
of the labels required. 
 
MRBG Staff changes  
Samantha Jeffries will be finishing up in late August and Simone returns to the Gardens after a 
year's absence.  
Please note Admin support hours will revert back to Monday to Friday - 9am to 2:30pm. 



Make sure you see this Exhibition: 
Diversity in Nature: Special Plants of Mackay Whitsunday 
 

Lagoons Gallery August 7th - September 8th 2013  
 

This exhibition features local native plant species with a 
story to tell. They may be a plant species that is 
'threatened in the wild', have a close association with 
fauna or have interesting seed dispersal patterns, but 
they are all showcased and growing in the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens and occur in the Central 
Queensland Coast Bioregion.  Local artists using 
printmaking, photography, drawing, sculpture and 
watercolours depict these special plants in unique 
ways. Curators of the exhibition, Margaret Lane and 
Chris Neely, had the participants of a conference tour to 
Mackay by ANPSA (Australian Native Plants Society 
Australia) in mind when they chose to highlight these 

diverse and very special plants. Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Lagoons Gallery is open 
Wednesday to Sunday from 9am - 4pm.Featured image is 'Mt Blackwood Holly in the wild' by Maya 
Harrison. Meet the artists… at their exhibition 'Celebration' on Sunday 25th August from 
2.30pm - 4.00pm at Lagoons Gallery. Please R.S.V.P. to Botanic Gardens 49527300 or email 
botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
   
Some of the 12 special plants featured in the Diversity in Nature exhibition are threatened in the wild, 
some just special and much loved plants. I hope you enjoy reading some information about them. 
Thanks to Margaret Lane, Irene Champion and Dale Arvidsson for the information. Photos by Maya 
Harrison and Margaret Lane unless indicated. 
 
Eungella Tamarind  Sarcotoechia heterophylla 
An endemic, near threatened species known only from 
Eungella and the top of Blue Mountain near Sarina.  It 
primarily occurs in high altitude wetter rainforests as a sub-
canopy tree.    
The small white flowers are mainly borne along the branches 
so are almost hidden in the foliage but announce their 
presence with a very sweet and beautiful perfume.  
Like many rainforest Sapindaceae, the fruits are a very 
showy feature. Although the trees in the MRBG have 
flowered several times, they have, as yet, not produced any 
fruit so the yellow-orange capsules with two bright red seeds 
are eagerly awaited.  The flush of new growth sometimes turns the tree completely pink. 
 

Pandorea pandorana Yellow Wonga Vine  
 
Yellow Wonga Vine is a wide-spread and extremely variable species over its 
whole range – particularly in flower colour.  In Australia it extends from  
the Torres Strait Islands to Flinders Island in Bass Strait; also NT, WA, SA. 
and Lord Howe Island.   
It occurs in almost any habitat from rainforest to dry woodland.  It grows in  
Eungella forest, flowering high up in the rainforest canopy. This form, that  
 looks a bit different to typical Wonga Vines, was collected from a very  
 specific site on the Crediton Loop Road, Eungella by a member of SGAP  
 Mackay Branch and was planted in the MRBG in 2002.   
 It flowered for the first time early last summer but did not set fruit.  The 
flowers are pale yellow fading to cream and fruit are brown follicles with 
numerous wind-borne seeds.   
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Lepiderema sp. (Impulse Creek) Whitsunday Lepiderema  
This undescribed species has been found only in rainforest 
near Impulse and Brandy Creeks in the Conway State Forest 
in the Whitsunday area.  Advanced plants of this small tree 
were donated to the MRBG for the Whitsunday Garden in 
2002.  They are now 5-6m high and flowered for the first time 
in 2009.   
The tiny creamy white flowers occur in clusters along the 
branches, and are followed by showy orange-red, 3-seeded 
capsules.  Old capsules cling for a long time.   

 
Beautiful flushes of pink new 
growth make this a very 
attractive garden plant. Plants 
have been provided to the 
Australian National Botanic 
Gardens and SGAP Mackay 
Branch is promoting this plant 
by growing plants for sale to the 
community.  
 
 
 
  Fitzalania heteropetala Fitzalania, Orange Annona 
    S&A Pearson   
  Fitzalania grows in lowland rainforest, monsoon forest and vine 
   thickets from Rollingstone north of Townsville to the Mary River in 
   south-east Qld. It is a slow-growing medium shrub to small, slender-
   trunked tree that flowers and fruits while still small.  One can see all  
   stages from the tiny pale green flower buds to the mature fruit on it at 
   the same time.      
        Flowers, borne singly along the underside of branchlets, are    
   purplish- black with two whorls of 3 petals.  The petals of the inner 
   whorl form a shelter over the ovary and stamens.   
 
Each flower produces a cluster of hairy fruit that become bright orange and are edible when ripe.   
In this region it is more common in littoral forest and beach scrub, particularly in the Whitsunday area 
and on off-shore islands, including Keswick and St Bees. Fitzalania is the larval food plant for the 
Green Spotted Triangle and the Pale Green Triangle Butterfly. 
 
 
Brachychiton compactus   Whitsunday Bottle Tree  
                                                                                Photo S&A Pearson 

 
This near threatened species, which is closely related to the 
Bottle Tree Brachychiton rupestris, is known only from vine 
thickets in the Whitsunday area. It is a tall semi-deciduous 
tree with dark grey fissured bark.   
 
The shiny green leaves of juvenile plants are deeply lobed 
with three to nine narrow lobes.  As plants mature the leaves gradually loose all lobes and become 
entire.   
 
The tubular flowers are hairy, brownish on the outside and white with purple to pink markings on the 
inside. The plants in the MRBG have not flowered yet.  This species is quite dramatic when seen in 
its natural habitat.  At the new Whitsunday Botanic Gardens it is growing naturally near rocks.  



Artanema fimbriatum Native Snapdragon  
 

Artanema fimbriatum was only seen in the wild in the Mackay 
area during a very brief window in time although there are a 
few records for the Whitsunday area.   
In 1987, it was collected from near the top of Mount 
Blackwood from within a strip that was newly cleared of 
rainforest.   
This clearing had been done to accommodate the supporting 
guide ‘ropes’ for another tower.  Once the rainforest 

regenerated, the growing conditions for this sun-loving herbaceous plant were again lost and it has 
not been seen since.  Fortunately, progeny of the original collection has been provided to the Botanic 
Gardens and is now growing in the demonstration gardens at the entrance from the car-park. The 
MRBG is playing an important preservation role by keeping this local form growing.  

Invasive weed alert:  
Red witchweed found near Mackay  
Producers in Mackay are being urged to check their crops for red witchweed. If you suspect you have 
this plant on your property, report it immediately to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.  
 
Biosecurity Queensland has confirmed that a serious 
exotic weed, red witchweed, has been found near 
Mackay. The affected property is being placed under 
movement restrictions, which means plant materials, soil 
and machinery cannot be moved on or off the property 
without approval. Movement restrictions only apply to the 
affected property. Information to date indicates there may 
be a small number of properties in the immediate area 
that are also affected.  
What is red witchweed?  

Red witchweed (Striga asiatica) is a parasitic plant that 
grows attached to the roots of a ‘host’ plant. The weed then robs its 
host of water and nutrients, suppressing its growth.  
A range of grasses are hosts of red witchweed, including grain crops 
and sugar cane. Affected grain crops could potentially include 
wheat, sorghum, rice, barley, corn (maize) and sugar cane.  

How to identify red witchweed  

Producers can identify red witchweed by the following 
characteristics:  
Grows 20-40 cm tall and attaches to roots of its host. Red witchweed 
is distinguished from native species of witchweed by the calyx which 
has 10 ribs. Native species have calyces with 5 ribs.  
 
Leaves are arranged in opposite pairs along the stem. Leaves are 6-
40 mm long and 1-4 mm wide and have a tapered pointed tip.  
 

Flowers are 5-20 mm long and are usually red, but can be white, yellow or pink. Seeds are very small 
and remain viable in the soil for up to 15 years. 
 



Getting to know you...  

Meet a Garden Friend and find out about the plants in their backyard... 
This is a new segment for our newsletter, so we can get to know the members of the MRBG Friends of the 
Gardens and also so our Garden Friends have the opportunity to write a little about themselves and a plant or 
two that they have grown (or nearly killed) in their own patch of the earth. Hopefully as time goes on we will not 
only know each other better, we will have learnt about a range of plants, "gardening dos and don'ts" and got so 
used to writing that lots of different articles / plant information too will be included in this newsletter by you. 
Feel free to send information about yourself; your occupation, family, hobbies, some gardening experience 
(success or failure so we can all learn), your favourite plant, with a limit of 350 - 500 words and an image or 2 
and send it to botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au  ... attention Maya.       
 

Kevin and Roses... 
 
And it is not about ‘Roses’ chocolates – though I could write 
about that as well. 
It started when I was young at heart and followed my mum 
around the small acreage in the south of Brisbane, watching 
and learning what to do with plants. And even when we 
moved house there still more gardening to be done. 
Later on and having a family of my own, the occasion came 
when there was the question of what to do with a vacant 
block of land.  A ‘cottage ‘ garden was suggested and as 
there was no better idea forthcoming, off we went to 
purchase the beginnings of what would be the delight / envy 
of several people as they went on their daily walks around the suburban streets. 
Amongst all the plants there was a selection of roses – in all at least 20 in number – those plants 
grew and blossomed beautifully.  Not that I knew very much about the care of roses but over time 
one found that you did not have to treat them with kid’s gloves.  When it came time to prune – that is 
what I did and one could have easily thought that the plants would not bounce back, but every time it 
was done, the rewards were wonderful. That Brisbane garden has now been left and a new planting 
has now grown in Mackay.   
             
Travelling to Mackay to meet with a rather special and wonderful lady, a 
small bouquet was always part of the carry-on luggage.  I remember one 
time when I went through the security screening and the chap watching the 
objects being ‘x-rayed’ was a little puzzled by something that was not one of 
usual objects... that is until he saw the single long stemmed red rose sitting 
quietly on the conveyor belt. 
Arriving in Mackay to wonderful sandy soil at Slade Point – wonderful  ‘cause 
it is so easy to dig compared with Brisbane' -  had me wondering what to do. 
Chatting with some people about growing roses, some said they had no 
success and others good success.                                                 'Kardinal'     
 
Well, not to be disheartened, Maya and I bought some pots, soil and mulch and through our travels 
around town purchased 6 different roses. They have not done as well as we had hoped but the 
blooms and perfume that these roses provide is still something to enjoy.  Being pot bound they need 
more watering than normal and in the hot summer months that are moved from the full sun location to 
an area that is shaded in the heat of the day. Black spot rears its head and the simplest solution I 
found was to pull all the effected leaves off the plant and deposit them away from the plants.  Pruning 
– same as ever – cut them back and they just keep smiling. The flowers are often picked and placed 
in vases and even when the petals are looking rather drab, the perfume still lingers. 
A little lucerne mulch and some fertilizer and these ‘Stainless Steel’, ‘Soeur Emmanelle’, Mr Linclon’, 
Charles De Gaulle’, ‘Kardinal’ and ‘Oklahoma’ roses give Maya and I the simple enjoyable pleasure 
that comes from nature.   
            ...Kevin Jackson (Draftsman and Rose Grower) Handiplan Drafting Services 0418771379. 
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Now Winter is nearly done... time to freshen up and step out into the sunshine... 
  
“Spring Time”… Special Free Friday Guided Walk:  
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens…  Friday September 6th   9.30am – 11.00am 

 
Spring is here…  
Join Maya and visit the Lagoons Gallery to view the 
current “Diversity in Nature Exhibition” and then be 
lead down the Botanic Garden’s path in the Spring 
sunlight to see the vast array of foliage, flowers, and 
seeds during your informative stroll through the 
picturesque Botanic Gardens.   
 
Let us know if you wish to come along by contacting 
the Botanic Gardens and booking the date with us or 
meet us at the Administration Building / The Garden’s 
Shop just before 9.30am. Cost Free: 

 

Friends of the Gardens Special Guided walk… 7th September   2pm - 4pm  
To celebrate Threatened Species Day, the Friends 
of the Gardens will be holding a Threatened Species 
Guided Walk 7th September 2pm - 4.00pm followed 
an afternoon tea. We have changed the time so 
people have the opportunity to do their voting and / 
or visit Sarina Community Native Gardens and meet 
Costa Georgiadis (host of ABC's Gardening 
Australia) from 10am - 1pm. 
Each one of Queensland's native plants is a special 
part of our biodiversity. Some plants (and animal) 
species are disappearing from the wild and are at 
risk of extinction. What are they? Why are they? 
What are the botanic gardens doing to help our 
threatened species?  

 
Come along on a guided walk on September 7 at 2pm and learn about our bioregion's threatened 
species, as well as other threatened plants from Queensland. And best of all, learn what you can do 
to help. The walk will be followed by an afternoon tea. We ask participants to bring along a plate of 
'yummy taste treats' to share.  Soft drink, tea and coffee will be provided.  
RSVP ESSENTIAL by Wednesday, September 4th to Gardens Administration on 4952 7300 or email 
botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au. 
 

Small Explorers: "Wildlife in the Botanic Gardens":   
Fun and educational opportunities for toddlers and kindergarten 
aged children 18 months to 5 years held monthly or by 
appointment.  
Maya Harrison will take you and your small children to special 
areas of the Botanic Gardens to explore ‘Wildlife in the Gardens’ 
on Monday 16th September at 9.30 – 11.00. 
Meet at the Meeting Room (opposite the Café on the Lagoon, 
closed Mondays) and get fascinated by the creatures that help 
our Botanic Gardens thrive. The session includes story reading, 
information books, displays of creatures, artistic activities and a 
small walk in the Gardens.  
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School Holiday Activities…   Get the kids out of the house and discover free fun 
holiday activities at the Botanic Gardens.  
 
Be a Winner!  Win a copy of "The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars Book":   
September 23rd - October 6th   (School holidays) 
 

Free Special Self Guided Trails for 
the children… 
Special Trails with Quizzes will be available 
during the September / October school holidays 
and they give you a chance to WIN a special 
book…  
 
Here's how… 
Pick up a Quiz sheet or 2 from Botanic Gardens 
Administration;  
Explore the Botanic Gardens to find the answers 
to the Quiz on special trails in the Botanic 
Gardens;  
Return your Quiz sheet to Botanic Gardens 
Administration to go into the draw for a free  

               "Bungee Jumping Caterpillars Book". 
 
The Trails and Quizzers are FREE and there is more than one quiz and trail to complete, so more 
chances to win. The winning quiz will be drawn on Wednesday October 9th and the winner notified by 
phone or email. 

10 YEARS OLD! … Look how we have grown! More... Then and Now images… 
Eulamere Shelter and Boardwalk is always an ever-changing area of the Botanic Gardens... 
July 2006...             January 2013... 

        

 

  
Coming soon to the Lagoons Gallery... 
'Botanica 2013'… An Exhibition by the Mackay Botanical Art Interest Group - 25th Sep - 3rd Nov  
 
Colourful, curious and captivating flora from our local region is showcased in 
the botanical art exhibition 'Botanica 2013' by the Mackay Botanical Art 
Interest Group (BAIG).  This year is the 10th birthday of the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens, where BAIG has its home.  In keeping with the 
spirit of celebration, the exhibition features some of the special bioregional 
native plants growing in the Botanic Gardens.  Exotics and other natives join 
the party too.   



September 7th could be a Big Green Day Out...  
Start with Sarina Community Day from 10am - 1pm, fit in your vote for the Federal Election and 
then come and join in the Friends "Threatened Species" Guided walk from 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
followed by Afternoon tea and some socialising! 
 

 
 
 
 


