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Welcome to a New Year...2013, the year Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens 

is 10 years old. We will celebrate our 10
th

 Birthday on May 24, 2013. 

Here is the latest from ‘The Gardens’... Enjoy. 

WE ARE 10 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR… Look how we have grown! 

Botanic Gardens Birthday Celebrations all 
year! 

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens is 10 
years old in 2013 and there will be a huge 
variety of events and activities to participate in 
throughout the year to celebrate this 
achievement including a children’s book launch, 
a birthday party for ten year olds, ‘Growing’ 
competitions, Threatened Species Day, a 

Photograph Competition, Displays and Guided Walks showing the Botanic Garden’s growth 
from 2003 till 2013, and a Calendar launch showcasing our regions native plants and the artistic 
talents of the mackay Regional Botanic Gardens’ Botanic Art Interest Group. 

The first birthday present to the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens is from the Friends of 
the Gardens.  
Three new interpretative signs titled…  
…‘Beyond The Green’  
 …‘From Then Until Now’  
 …‘You Are Standing On A Sepal  
were unveiled on Saturday February 2nd …  
WORLD WETLANDS DAY at 4.00pm  
by Mayor Deidre Comerford and Cr. Theresa 
Morgan. 
       The signs are now mounted on the Lagoons 
Outlook Deck. The aim of the signs is to give visitors 
and the local community, a small snip-it of 
information about the Botanic Gardens, as they take 
in the views of the Garden’s lagoon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Mayor Deidre Comerford & Cr. Theresa Morgan                      Visitors Services Officer, Maya Harrison with Mayor 
unwrapping the first of 3 new interpretative signs                     Deidre Comerford and Cr. Theresa Morgan 



Wetlands Wonders… 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens celebrated 
World Wetlands Day: SATURDAY Feb 2nd  2013 
with a series of FREE activities over 2 days. 
 
Free Guided Bird and Lagoon Walks at 9.30, 11.00am, 
2.00pm and 4.00pm were available on Friday and 
visitors to the Botanic Gardens were able to view the 
Wetlands Macro-Invertebrates and Bird Identification 
displays in the Botanic Gardens Meeting Room.  
 
 

 
 
 
The displays were popular as the 
weather was very warm and the room 
was air-conditioned.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
WORLD WETLANDS DAY on Saturday Feb 2nd also had Free Guided 
Bird and Lagoon Walks at 9.30 and 1.30pm with a few participants 
braving the heat and a large group of children enjoying exploring 
different wetland / lagoon areas to catch their own macro-invertebrates 
at 11.00am. They were extremely excited to find three large water 
scorpions. 
The day ended with the unwrapping of the interpretative deck signs and 
the Friends of the Gardens Guided Walk “Wet, Wet Wet Again! (that 
needs to be renamed to Too Hot, Hot, Hot!) with a social BBQ. 

 

Other events that have happened leading up to the festive season...  

Christmas in the Gardens:   

Families came in their hundreds to this very 
popular Christmas event on Saturday December 15 
from 5.30 to 8.30pm on the Tropical Sun Garden 
lawn adjacent to the Café on the Lagoon.  
 
Christmas in the Gardens featured well known 
local entertainers for an evening of family 
enjoyment.  HULLABALOO, KAREN BONHAM and 
HOT, HOT, HOT were the entertainers and the 
Emcee for the evening was Kim Kleidon from ABC 
Tropical North. Children especially enjoyed the 
songs, dancing and moving in an area near the 
stage.  

The ‘Friends of the Gardens’ had their ever-popular 
raffles, glow candles, bracelets, and Christmas 
songbooks for sale. Sales were a great success. 
Money raised will be used to fund a calendar and 
book launch for the Botanic Gardens 10 year 
Birthday celebrations in 2013. 



Awards: 
Our ongoing partnership with Beaconsfield State School was acknowledged when the school 
won the Keep Australia Beautiful, Green and Healthy Schools Partnerships Award. Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens Curator, Dale Arvidsson presented the award to the delighted 
students who ran the Kids Teaching Kids Conference this year in Mackay at which the Botanic 
Gardens had a display. 

 
 
Another award involving the Botanic Gardens was the 
Best Tourism Award presented by the Spinal Injuries 
Association’s Inclusive Community Champion 2012 
Awards. 
This award was received by the Mayor Deidre 
Comerford and Cr. Theresa Morgan. 

 

 
Garden Friends activities...  
The emblem of the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens, the Mount Blackwood Holly, 
Graptophyllum ilicifolium has been found in three populations on private acreage of Garden 
Friends, Maya and Kevin Jackson at Mount Blackwood. As this plant is considered Vulnerable 
and has limited populations, a plant collection day with Garden Friends, Meryl Ritchie, Irene 
Champion and Curator Dale Arvidsson was conducted on December 5th and cuttings collected 
on the day have since produced nearly a 100% strike rate. The collecting of plants from the wild 
is imperative to add to the Botanic Gardens collection especially as the next stage of 
Meadowlands will have all the plants in the collection of known provenance and they will be 
significant to the Central Queensland Coast Bioregion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irene, Meryl, Maya and Dale standing in a       Dale Arvidsson inspects flowers and leaves 
Rainforest grove of Mt Blackwood Holly.                 of wild Mt Blackwood Holly.       
 



 “WET… WET… WET… Again!”   
(New Name… Too Hot Hot Hot!)  
30 ‘Friends of the Gardens’ braved the heat of the 
afternoon on Saturday February 2nd around 4.00pm  
to participate in a Guided walk to the Boardwalk 
and Eulamere Wetlands sections of the Gardens… 
highlighting the Lagoon edge plants, water plants 
and the creatures and birds which live and feed in 
these habitats. Visitors Services Officer, Maya 
Harrison lead the walk with the very knowledgeable 
assistance of Meryl Ritchie. 

 

 

A few of the featured plants were… 

Leichhardt Tree Nauclea orientalis 
A large solid tree found in open woodland and closed 
tropical woodland of northern Australia. The tree is only 
found beside watercourses such as creek lines and rivers 
and so is a good indicator of fresh water. The distinctive 
yellow flowers resemble a spiky round ball. From 
November to April, the edible fruit, which looks like a dirty 
golf ball, can be seen. The fruit, eaten raw, has a slightly 
bitter taste and not too dissimilar to mushy banana. The 
flesh and the small black seeds are eaten, the skin being 
discarded. The bark, roots and leaves of the tree were 
pulverised and thrown in pools of water to stupefy fish. 
After floundering to the water’s surface, stunned, the fish 
could be easily caught, then cooked and eaten.The bark, 

leaves and nuts are heated over hot coals and the aroma helps clear head colds, while the bark 
was also used for cuts and abrasions. Simply peel back the bark and apply to the wound 
 
Referenced from… ‘Bush Tucker Field Guide’…   Les Hiddins…   Explore Australia Publishing 2003Referenced 
from… ‘Bush Foods and Medicines of Cairns’...   A GUMBA GUMBA Publication 2003 

 

Cyperus javanicus 
Cyperus javanicus is a tufted, perennial with short 
rhizomes, grass-like or herb (sedge), 60centimetres -1.2 
metres high. The inflorescences (flowers) are brown, wind 
pollinated and they are produced in clusters among the 
apical leaves. The seed is a small nutlet. It flowers from 
January to August. It grows in alluvial sand, inundated 
clay, in pools and along watercourses. 

   

Cyperus javanicus is one of 600 species of sedges of the genus Cyperus. They are annual or 
perennial plants, mostly aquatic and growing in still or slow-moving water up to 0.5 m deep. The 
species vary greatly in size, with small species only 5 cm tall, while others can reach 5 m in 
height. Common names include papyrus sedges, flatsedges, nutsedges, umbrella-sedges and 
galingales.     

Referenced From: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anemophily
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anemophily
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrena
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annual_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquatic_ecosystem


 

 

 

Black Ironbox      Eucalyptus raveretiana    
Listed as Vulnerable 

Eucalyptus raveretiana grows along 
watercourses and occasionally on river flats. It 
occurs in open forest or woodland communities. 
The species prefers moderately fertile soil and 
adequate sub-soil moisture. The alluvial soils in 
which it grows are sands, loams, light clays or 
cracking clays.  
 
 

Eucalyptus raveretiana is a small to medium-sized tree growing to 30m tall. The rough bark is 
thick, fissured and coloured grey over brown and sometimes extends onto the base of the larger 
branches, but most branches are a smooth blue or grey colour. Adult leaves are lance-shaped, 
8-15cm long with the upper leaf surface dull, dark bluish green, with the underside much paler. 
 
The white flowers are grouped into multi-branched clusters at the end of the branchlets. Mature 
flower buds, have a cone-shaped cap and flower from December to March. Fruits are extremely 
small (2mm x 2mm) capsules, mature in late summer and the seeds are expelled within a few 
weeks. Insects are presumed the primary pollinator.  
Eucalyptus raveretiana... a tall eucalyptus with the smallest seed. 
 
Referenced From: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 

Exhibitions at the Gardens... Such a variety for viewing.... 
 

Mackay Exposed!  Creative Shots Photo Club’s Annual Exhibition continued to Jan 20th  

Celebrating the beauty and transformation of the 
district Creative Shots Photo Club members had 
been out and about discovering both an iconic look 
of Mackay and subjects in the Mackay area that 
have a special place in their hearts.   The 
combination of images made for an exciting 
exhibition that was on display from 5th December to 
20th January at the Lagoons Gallery, Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens.    

The community was encouraged to vote for their 
favourite image. 

 

Natural Selections 2013 …  
An Exhibition by Lysbeth Gould - papermaker and Lyndy Hill - potter...   
in the Lagoons Gallery from 23rd January – 3rd March 2013  

The ‘Natural Selections’ exhibition features the collaborative works of two 
Whitsunday artists; Lysbeth Gould - - papermaker and Lyndy Hill - potter. 
They have produced a range of ecological artworks which blend together via 
their natural colours and simple lines to create a visually restful display. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/index.html?wanted=flora


Banners prepared from plant-fibre pulps from the Gardens; textile artworks and bowls with clean 
lines will be featured. 

Schools Holiday Activities. “Jingle bells tinkling at the Gardens”:  

Kids were encouraged to get out of the house and discover a fun 
holiday activity which included creativity and a discovery walk at 
the Botanic Gardens.  

On December 18th, 19th, 20th, Children created a decorative 
‘Jingle bells mobile’ from gum-nuts, other bell shapes and 
sparkly bits and pieces. The two hour session also included a 
search of Nature’s Christmas decorations hidden in the Botanic 
Gardens as well as a few jingling bells.  

 

January School Holiday activities… There were 3 different activities over 3 weeks.  

 

Make a “B” Line for the Gardens…  

Children discovered Wildlife at the 
Gardens that began with B… Birds, 
Beetles, Bees, Butterflies and 
Bugs…observing them up close, 
learning about the important role they 
play in nature and ending the session 
creating their own “B” creatures to 
take home.  

 

Spinners and weavers …  

Plants and creatures that spin, twist, 
weave and twirl have secret places 
in the Gardens. During the 2hour 
session, Children discovered these 
hidden spots and later indulged in 
some creative weaving activities.  

Spider webs and bird’s nests were 
the favourite choices for creations of    

     the children.  

 

Toby Cockanye was thrilled with his creation 
woven from Lomandra leaves, string and the 
natural woven webbing of coconut palm 
trees. He was inspired by sunbirds nests and 
how sunbirds use leaves, feathers, grasses 
and spider webs to create their delicate 
hanging webs. 

His mother sent in this image and these 
comments…Hi Maya, 
Thanks for great activity today. Toby hung his 
sunbird nest at the front door where sunbirds 
look in the mirror so hopefully they'll find his 



nest.  

 

Turn over a new Leaf…  

The world of leaves, their shapes, 
sizes, uses for plant survival and 
homes for creatures were 
discovered during a Leaf Hunt and 
walk in the Tropical Shade 
Garden. Leaves were also 
observed very closely, adding 
their features to watercolour pencil 
drawings. 

 

 

School Holiday Bonus… Baby Kookaburras and Bungee Jumping Caterpillars… 

 

Kookaburras have raised three chicks 
in a hollow log housing a black orchid 
in the Tropical Shade Garden. As 
children walked in this section on the 
Gardens, they could hear the babies 
making sounds to the parent birds and 
see the babies peeking from their log 
hollow. Bungee Jumping Caterpillars 
were in abundance and captivated all 
the children with their antics of 
dropping on a thread and climbing 
back up again. These caterpillars will 

feature in a children’s book to be launched May 24th 2013. 

Other Events in the Gardens… 

 

Sunday in the Park returned to the Gardens on the Tropical 
Sun Garden lawn on January 20th. Dave Wilson, organizer, 
reported that there was a great response, both in entertainers 
and audience.  

Pictured are Geoff Stewart-McLean and Ken Sanders. 

 


